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Libya disbands ‘unity ministry’ 

- Libya «wU disband a ministry respon . 
able far promoting Arab unity to protest Arab inac- 
jpp to have U-N. sanctions lifted, the official Libvan 
pews agency reported Sunday. It said the Libvan Par 
^aroent will abolish the General People’s Committee 
^JJbyan Unity at its next session. It did not ave a 
•date. The decision to disband the ministry was in line 
Libya’s “belonging to the African continent ” the 
agency, JANA, said. It was monitored by the British 
Broadcwting News Agency. Libyan President Muam- 
mar Qadhafi has sharply criticised Arab countries for 
their failure to support Libya to have the sanctions 
lifted. 
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Kuwait to rush flood relief 
goods to Sudan 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said Sunday it will send imme- 
diate relief goods to aid flood victims in Sudan, a coun- 
try at odds with the Gulf Arab state since the 1991 Gulf 
crisis. Emir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah “has 
ordered the sending of relief stuffs and humanitarian aid 
urgently to Sudan to help the brotherly Sudanese people 
and contribute to the easing of their suffering," said a 
statement issued after the weekly cabinet meeting. 
Sudan, with a population of 32 million, is experiencing 
its worst floods since 1988. The Sudanese Health Min- 
istry says some 10,000 million people have been affect- 
ed. Kuwait’s ties with fellow Arab Sudan soured in 1990 
when the African state appeared to sympathise with Iraq 
when it seized and occupied Kuwait for seven months. 
The two states haw vet to normalise ties. 
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TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s top 
security body said on Satur- 
day die country had the right 
to take “appropriate action” to 
ensure peace and security in 
the region as tension with 
Afghanistan rose after the 
killing of nine Iranian diplo- 
mats. 

The National Security 
Council met undo’ the chair- 
manship of President Moham- 
mad Khatami after Iran 
announced it would strength- 
en its ibices on the Afghan 
border 

Inn on Saturday started 
dsee days of national mourn- 
ing for die nine Iranian diplo- 
mats killed when Taleban 
Islamic militia forces seized 
the northern Afghan city of 
Mazar-i-Sbarif last month. 

ANatiahal Security Council 
official quoted by the stale-nm 
IRNAnews agency said: ‘Tran 
is consistently entitled to 
every appropriate action, and 
die country would proceed 
with arrangements for estab- 
lishing peace and security in 
the region.” “The council 
commissioned all relevant 
authorities in Iran to consider 
every possible channel for 
protecting Iran’s national 
interests and maintaining 
regional peace and security 
and foadopt appropriate mea- 
sures for ensuring those pur- 
poses,’’ IRNA said. 

Jpp council' -decided to 
maintain Iranian troops cur- 


rently deployed at the border 
with Afghanistan “to pnxect 
Iran’s territorial integrity and 
prevent any possible chal- 
lenge” by the Taleban, IRNA 
quoted the official as saying. 

Iran said on Saturday it 
planned to strengthen its 
forces on the bonier wh ere it 
has 70,000 men in a face-off 
with the Taleban over the 
diplomats killed in 
Afghanistan. 

ban said mare than 200,000 
of its troops backed by the air 
force would soon hold war 
games along the border 

The manoeuvres come amid 
mounting tension between the 
Islamic Republic and the Tale- 
ban over the killing of die 
diplomats and attacks by the 
Sunni Muslim militia against 
the Shi’ite stronghold of 
Bamiyan in central 
Afghanistan — the last 
Afghan city outside Taleban 
control. 

Iranian leaders have vowed 
to avenge the killings of the 
diplomats. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said they would punish those 
responsible far the killings if 
the Taleban and Pakistan 
failed to meet Iran’s demands. 

Iran has demanded the arrest 
and prosecution of those 
responsible for the killings. It 
demanded the return of the 
bodies and the release of other 
Iranians held by the Taleban. 


Government condoles Iran 
over slaying of diplomats 


By Alia A.Toukan 

AMMAN — The government on Sunday 
sent a condolence letter to Iran over the 
killing of nine Iranian diplomats by the 
Taleban movement in Afgh anistan )at<» 
last week, a senior Jordanian official said 
yesterday. 

“We paid our condolences and con- 
demned the killings as contrary to Islamic 
teachings,” Foreign Minister Abdul Bah 
Khatib told the Jordan limes. 

The letter was sent from Khatib to his 
Iranian counterpart, Kama! Kharazi. 

The diplomats were found dead on 
Thursday after having disappeared in the 
northern Afghan city of Mazar Sharif on 
Aug. 8. 


“We regret some renegade persons com- 
mitted the murders without the knowledge 
of the Taleban leadership.” a Taleban offi- 
cial said yesterday. 

The Islamic state Saturday began its 
three days of national mourning over the 
killings, while tension between Iran and 
Afghanistan continues to rise as Iranian 
officials remain undecided on how u> 
respond to the incident. 

Jordanian-Iranian. relations have wit- 
nessed a growing rapprochement since 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan attended the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference ( OlC ) 
summit held in Tehran last December, the 
first such high-level visit to Iran since the 
revolution that toppled Jordan's close ally 
Shah Reza Pahlavi in 1979. 


Taleban took Bamiyan’ 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s official IRNA news 
agency reported Sunday that the city of 
Bamiyan, the last major opposition strong- 
hold in Afghanistan, had fallen to the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia. 

“The city of Bamiyan in central 
Afghanistan fell to the Taleban on Sunday 
following fierce battles starting with the 
Taleban’s bombardment of the city on Sat- 
urday, reliable Afghan sources have 
announced.” IRNA said in a report from 
Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan. 


The S unni Muslim Taleban militia said 
earlier Sunday its fighters had captured the 
Shiite town of Bamiyan. But a spokesman 
in Pakistan for the Hezb-i-Wahdat militia 
controlling the town denied that it had been 
captured and said it was still under the 
movement’s control. 

Bamiyan has a Shiite population of 
around 10,000 and fears of reprisal killings 
by the Taleban have been voiced by pre- 
dominantly Shiite Iran, which has put tens 
of thousands of troops on the border. 


Policeman shot dead, officer injured 
while investigating armed robberies 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — One police- 
man was killed a nd an offi- 
cer seriously injured while 
on the line of duty Saturday 
night 

The two policemen had 
stopped a car with two pas- 
sengers for questioning in 
connection with attacks on 
two pharmacies one hour 
earlier, officials said Sun- 
day. 

According to Minister of 
Information Nasser Judeh, 
the policemen stopped the 
two suspects driving a rent- 
ed Hyundai, after a chase 
near Sweileh. 

Unexpectedly, a suspect 
stepped out of the car and 
fired at one of the police- 
men, hitting him in the 
chest, Judeh said during a 
weekly press briefing yes- 
terday. 

He said the other officer 
then tried to overpower the 
assailants, but was shot in 


the chin. The bullet, land- 
ing in the officer’s armpit, 
killed him immediately. 

According to Abdul 
Rahim Issa, the president 
of die Jordanian Pharma- 
cists Association, “two 
phaimacies on Gardens 
Street, Al Aseel and A1 
Kherbawi, were raided ear- 
lier on Saturday night by 
unknown men who threat- 
ened to use their guns 
unless the owner handed 
over the cash in the regis- 
ter” 

“The attackers stole 
JD300 from Al Aseel Phar- 
macy, but we do not know 
how much they stole from 
the second,” Issa said. 

According to Judeh, the 
owner of one of the phar- 
macies [Al Kherbawi] was 
shot in the leg by one of the 
assailants. Both assailants, 
fled the scene immediately. 

A witness gave police a 
description of the 
assailant’s car, including 


the licence plate number 
which indicated it was rent- 
ed. The authorities immedi- 
ately dispatched patrols 
around the capital search- 
ing for the armed robbers, 
added Judeh. 

The injured police officer 
is hospitalised in serious 
condition, die minister 
added. 

Sources said police set up 
major checkpoints around 
Amman and posted the sus- 
pects’ names — obtained 
from the car rental agency 
— at all border posts. The 
suspects’ family members 
have also been called for 
questioning, said the 
sources. 

“Judeh said the authori- 
ties expect to apprehend the 
suspects very soon.” 

Earlier tins year, one' 
pharmacist was killed and 
another seriously injured in 
an attack widely believed 
to be carried out by drug 
addicts. 


The Pharmacists Associa- 
tion is considering methods 
to protect members after a 
spate of attacks on their 
establishments. 

“The problem is that 
working in pharmacies is 
no longer feasible, there are 
lots of pharmacies in the 
Kingdom, which make it 
very difficult for foe phar- 
macy owner to hire a body- 
guard or install a video 
camera or even an alarm 
connected to the police sta- 
tion.” said Issa. 

The association, he said, 
has repeatedly asked foe 
government to ensure bet- 
ter protection of pharma- 
cies with stepped up police 
patrols. 

He complained that 
although the police 

promised to organise 

patrols on pharmacies, but 
officers never come regu- 
larly, and most of foe time 
they never appear. 


JPA should shoulder responsibility of 
holding journalists accountable — Judeh 


%AnyGbdason 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Information Nasser Judeh 
Sunday indicated tfaar tbe gov- 
ernment expects the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) to 
shoulder a greater responsibil- 
ity • in bolding journalists 

accountable for unethical or 
ftegal behaviour in a new 
phase of relations between the 
government and the press. 

hope that we will reach 
the day, through dialogue and 
open ccanmumcation, that we 
Will have an appro priate 
mechanism to control die 
Work of the information min- 
®ty in dealing with the media 
3nd in referring cases against 
toe prtss to foe (Jordan Press] 
Association," said Judeh, 
addressing journalists at a 


‘Through tins mechanism. 


the association can take the 
appropriate measures against 
violators of tire law instead of 
having to refer violators to 
court” 

Journalists are obliged by 
law to subscribe to the JPA 
before legally practising their 
profession. However, the 
association has generally been 
regarded as weak in defending 
the rights of journalises, and 
weaker still in obliging jour- 
nalists to uphold a minim um 
of professional standards. 

Judeh also said the new JPA 
law, endorsed by both houses 
of Parliament earlier tins sum- 
mar, was signed by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Saturday. 

The legislation opens the 
way to membership in the 
ass ociatio n of employees of 

the govermem-owned Jordan 

Radio and Television for the 


first time, and has the potential 
to bring die number of gover- 
nment employees in the associ- 
ation to more than half of the 
total membership. But it 
makes no reference to the 
association’s responsibility in 
defending the rights of jour- 
nalists. 

The law was drafted during 
the reign of foe last govern- 
ment at the height of the row 
between the government and 
the press over the 1998 Press 
and Publications Law, but was 
separate from that legislation. 
At the time, journalists sad 
that foe two laws together con- 
stituted an “encirclement’' of 
the press. 

Judeh, who assumed his 
post cm Aug. 20, has assured 
j ournalists that the govern- 
ment intends a "soft imple- 
mentation” of foe new press 
law while establishing a 


mechanism that would ensure 
this. The formation of a Royal 
Committee is being consid- 
ered to study relevant options. 

Judeh also announced yes- 
terday that lyad Qattan. 
newly-appointed Press and 
Publications Department 
director, would assume his 
post on the 16th or 17 th of this 
month. 

Qattan replaces outgoing 
director Bilal Tal, who has 
bear reassigned to an adviso- 
ry position at foe Prime Min- 
istry. 

The minister said he 
applauded Tal’s service at the 
department, saying he had 
dcrae his job faithfully to the 
best of his abilities, while 
telling journalists, who 
applauded Qattan’s appoint- 
ment; that a change in PPD 
director did not equal a 
change in policy. 


Bashir: 

We are 
determined to 
improve ties 
with Egypt 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
Al Bashir said he is deter- 
mined to defuse tensions 
between his country and 
Egypt, a local newspaper 
reported Sunday. Bashir 
and Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail, 
who leaves for Cairo on 
Tuesday, have hammered 
out a series of measures 
for “defusing foe tension” 
between Khartoum and 
Cairo, the Al Rai Al Akher 
daily said, quoting an 
unnamed source. 

The newspaper said foe 
initiative was partly 
prompted by Egypt’s crit- 
icism of a U.S. missile 
attack on a Khartoum 
pharmaceutical plant on 
August 20 which had “a 
positive impact” leading 
to a unanimous Arab 
League resolution con- 
demning foe strike. 

The Sudanese president 
was also pleased by 
Egypt’s response to tor- 
rential rains that have 
flooded many parts of foe 
African state. 

On Saturday, Egypt flew 
in a plane-load of jute and 
tents to foe flood-stricken 
country. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, attends a session of a seminar 
held by the Petra School of Physics, on Sunday (Photo by Boghos) 

Crown Prince urges scientific 
institutions to work together 
to meet society’s needs 


fRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Sunday urged 
Jordan’s scientific institutions 
and universities to increase 
their coordination and cooper- 
ation in scientific research and 
in organising scientific con- 
ferences to cater to the needs 
of Jordanian society. 

In remarks ai the closing 
session of a seminar organised 
by foe Petra School of Physics 
held at Yarmouk University, 
the Regent called on these 
institutions to adopt a compre- 
hensive methodology that 
would deepen inter-discipli- 
nary integration among the 
various scientific specialisa- 
tions and reap the maximum 
benefit of scientific research. 

In his view, scientific con- 
ferences organised tty' univer- 
sities and scientific research 
institutions should, as a prior- 
ity, tackle questions which 
have a direct effect on or are 
connected with foe special 
needs of Jordanian society. 

Praising the high level and 


advanced standard of the 
Petra School of Physics 
Prince Hassan noted that the 
present seminar has been 
organised for the purpose of 
discussing the latest develop- 
ments in foe modem world of 
physics and its applications. 

Hie current seminar is the 
sixth organised by the Petra 
School of Physics which was 
established in 1980 under the 
patronage of Prince Hassan 
and in cooperation with the 
Internationa] Physics Centre 
established by Pakistani 
physicist Abdul Salam, a 
Nobel Prize laureate. 

/ Also Sunday, Prince Hassan 
met participants in a scientific 
seminar organised by the Uni- 
versity of Muta and the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology expressing his 
pride in this distinguished 
effort noting that the seminar, 
which deals with field emis- 
sions, is being held for the first 
rime in a Third World country. 

In remarks at the meeting. 
Prince Hassan underlined the 


importance of developing and 
supporting scientific research 
that caters to the national 
needs and requirements. 

He said Jordanian universi- 
ties ought to build bridges of 
continuous coordination and 
contacts with advanced scien- 
tific research centres world- 
wide. so that their work can 
have a positive impact on sci- 
entific research in Jordan and 
be of benefit to the local com- 
munity. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
satisfaction with the level of 
cooperation between die state 
universities and the Petra 
School of Physics to organise 
foe seminar. 

Present at the two meetings 
were Senate Speaker Zeid 
Rifal who is also chairman of 
the board of trustees of 
Yarmouk University, Moham- 
mad Haradan. secretary gen- 
eral of foe Higher Council for 
Science and Technology and 
Saeed Alloush. president of 
foe Royal Scientific Society. 


Algerian politicians fear instability 
after leader’s surprise step-down 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ian politicians, still reeling 
from the surprise 
announcement that Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual is to 
quit, expressed fears for the 
stability of foe state Sun- 
day. 

A main fear was that the 
army, which some say is 
divided over its strategy 
against armed Islamists, 
will now be without a bead, 
as Zeroual was .also defence 
minister. 

Zeroual took the whole 
country by surprise Friday 
when he announced early 
presidential elections for 
February- 1999 in which he 
said he would not be stand- 
ing. 

He had won a five-year 
mandate in foe country's 
first multi-party presiden- 


tial polls in 1995 with a 
pledge to fight foe armed 
Islamist insurrection, which 
has left an estimated 70,000 
dead since 1992, and to 
establish a pluralistic 
democracy. 

Political party leaderships 
quickly met to prepare their 
election campaigns and 
work out how to tackle the 
strict electoral conditions 
for candidates. 

Candidates are legally 
bound to collect 75,000 sig- 
natures from voters or 600 
from local representatives 
in more than half of the 
country’s 48 districts. 

The Democratic National 
Rally (RND), regarded as 
Zeroual ’s party, met behind 
closed doors Saturday but 
had made no public state- 
ment Sunday, reflecting the 


party’s confusion. 

The Front of Socialist 
Forces (FSF) warned all 
political players against 
acts that might lead to 
chaos in foe country. 

The Islamist Ann ah da 
(Rebirth) Party said it 
regretted “this decision 
taken in a very difficult 
context” while maintaining 
that foe president “should 
have consulted the political 
classes.” 

The daily Liberte said 
that Zeroual took foe deci- 
sion to quit Wednesday dur- 
ing a meeting with array 
leaders and officials from 
foe constitutional council. 

Most newspapers blamed 
the move on factional in- 
fighting within the govern- 
ment which foe president 
could no longer control. 


G-7 officials gather for Russia meeting 


LONDON (R) — Senior 
financial and foreign ministry 
officials from foe Group of 
Seven (G-7) countries gather 
in London on Monday for an 
emergency meeting on foe 
Russian financial crisis as 
Moscow promised a stabilisa- 
tion plan for the embattled rou- 
ble. 

Against a background of 
debt d efault by Russia and a 
rising crisis of confidence in 
Latin America, foe choice tty 
Russia on Friday of Soviet-era 
officials for its government 
raised fears in Western coun- 


tries of a return to central plan- 
ning and hyperinflation. 

But sources dose to Mon- 
day’s talks told Reuters the fact 
that Russia now had a govern- 
ment after three weeks of 
stalemate had reduced the 
sense of panic that was bidd- 
ing when British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair called foe meet- 
ing a week ago. 

Hie approval of former for- 
eign minister and spy master 
Yevgeny Primakov as prime 
minister, and of former central 
bank chief Victor Gerash- 
cenko to run the central bank. 


did nor inspire confidence in 
nervous financial markets. 

But Resident Boris Yeltsin 
cm Saturday said Russia would 
stay on foe reform paih and 
Primakov pledged to pay off 
the country’s debts — agrow- 
ing worry after Friday’s news 
that Russia had failed to make 
most of an 800 million mark 
($475 million) interest pay- 
ment on so-called Paris Club 
debt. On Sunday, new first 
Deputy Prime Minister Yuri 
Maslyukov said the govern- 
ment would present a plan to 
stabilise the country’s currency 


on Monday and have an eco- 
nomic programme ready by 
the end of foe week. 

The G-7 commies — 
Britain, Canada, fiance, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and the 
United Slates — have made it 
clear that no further cash wifi 
be forthcoming if Russia 
strays from the reform path. So 
they will be hungry for clues 
about the new economic plan 

“We don’t know how much 
they will have fee us but it will 
be interesting to find out,” an 
official dose to foe talks told 
Reuters. 
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GUERRILLAS MARCH AT REFUGEE CAMP: Masked Palestinian guerrillas march Sunday during a military 
parade held in the Ain A1 Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp near the port city of Sidon in south Lebanon. Some 
250 Palestinian radical guerrillas held a military parade to protest the fifth anniversary* of the September 33, 
1993 Oslo peace deal that was signed on the White House lawn with then Prime Minister Rabin, Yasser Arafat 
and President Bill Clinton (Reuters photo) 


JPA threatens 
suspensions 
for non-paying 
members 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Pharmacists Association 
has threatened to suspend the 
membership of L300 mem- 
ber for not paying their mem- 
bership fees, JPA Resident 
Abdul Rahim Issa said Sun- 
day. 

“The general assembly of 
die association decided Satur- 
day to give the dodgers a 
grace period of one month 
starling Saturday, Sept 12, 
before cancelling their mem- 
bership.'' said Issa 

He said the association wifi 
not be lenient with those who 
do not pay their dues to the 
Social Security Fund and Pen- 
sion Fund. He added that 
members’ payments to those 
two institutions are behind by 
JD500.000. 

According to Article 50 of 
the association’s law, a mem- 
ber loses his/her membership 
if he/she does not pay the 
required fees for six consecu- 
tive months and after receiv- 
ing a wa rning . A defaulting 
member also loses all the sav- 
ing funds be/she has accrued. 


Key Iran official survives 
assassination attempt 


Sudan receives foreign 
aid for flood victims 


TEL AVIV <AFP> — Israeli 
special forces used attack dogs 
to lead the raid that killed two 
Hamas chiefs last week and 
only shot the militants when 
they raised their weapons at 
the animals, a senior officer 
said Sunday 

Releasing the first details of 
the killing Thursday of broth- 
ers Adel and I mad AwadnJfah. 
Major General Mashe Yaalon 
strongly denied Israeli press 
reports that the two Islamists 
were summarily executed 
while they slept in an isolated 
West Batik tannhou>e. 

"The order was to try to 
anesi tliem." he told a briefing 
for foreign reporters. But he 
said the two men w ere armed 
and the raiding police "were 
forced to fire and kill them." 

*1 would nave pretered to 
arrest them in order to be able 
to interrogate them." lie said. 

Yaalon. who heads the army 
command responsible for the 
West Bank and personally 
directed Thursday's operation, 
acknowledged for the first 
time that Israel believed the 
two militants in the farmhouse 
were the Awadaliah brothers 
even before the raid. 

"We didn't know for sure 
both of them were there, but 
we had our suspicions 
because of their behaviour." 
he said. 

Adel Awadahafc. 3 1 . was the 
chief of the military wing of 
Hamas in the West Bank, sec- 
onded by I mud. 27. 


ALGIERS i R > — Three 
home-made bombs 

exploded Sunday in differ- 
ent parts of Algeria, 
killing five people, and a 
‘Terrorist" attack killed 
four others. APS news 
agency said. 

Six other people were 
wounded in the three 
blasts, it said. 

Quoting a security forces 
statement. APS said two 
bombs went off in Moslem 
and Sidi Bouzid hamlets, 
some 350 Kilometres .south 
of Algiers. 

The agency said the first 
exploded in Me.slem at 
7.30 a.m. local lime and 


most wanted men for organis- 
ing a spate of attacks inside 
Israel and against Israelis in 
the occupied territories. 

Yaaloii slid isracii security 
forces were drawn to their 
hideout in die village of Tuy- 
beh near Hebron by sounds of 
gunfire and explosions report- 
ed in die area on Wednesday. 

Agents kept the house under 
suneiliuncc for two days, 
spotting two men untied with 
pistols and grenades walking 
around the building. 

Yaalon said he ordered an 
assault after lhe owner of the 
house was arrested driving 
away from the property 
Thursday afternoon and told 
interrogators the two men 
inside had just eaten and were 
preparing to take a nap. 

A unit of special forces from 
the paramilitary border police 
charged die building behind 
attack dogs sent in to divert 
Lhe suspects' attention, he said. 

"They tried to shoot the 
dogs and uur men kil led 
them." he stud. 

The Awadaliah brothers 
were each armed with a pistol 
and an automatic weapon at 
the time and had not been 
sleeping, lie said. 

Yaalon declined to confirm 
or deny press reports that 
Palestinian security forces 
helped the Israelis track down 
the Awadaliah brothers. 

Such reports were fuelled by 
the fact that I mad Awadaliah 


killed two people, while 
the other went off at the 
same rime in Sidi Bouzid. 
killing two and wounding 
another. 

A third bomb exploded 
at around 12:40 Iwai rime 
near a coffee shop in Con- 
stantine commune. 350 
kilometres east of Algiers. 
One person died and live 
were wounded, according 
to a preliminary report. 
APS said. 

APS said four more peo- 
ple were killed "in u cow - 
ardly manner" Saturday 
night in Chief province. 
170 kilometres west of 
Algiers. It s' id the four 


chiefs 

had been arrested by Palestin- 
ian police earlier this year but 
broke out of jail on Aug. 15 in 
unclear circumstances. 

Asked if the ■ Pales tinians 
may have let Imad escape or 
cooperated in helping Israeli 
forces track him to his brother. 
Yaalon simply said that the 
security forces from the two 
sides had worked together in 
the past but that ‘This collabo- 
ration should be secret in the 
interests of both sides.” 

However a senior army 
intelligence official speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
categorically denied that 
Palestinian police had played 
any role in locating the 
Awadallahs. 

Yaalon said Israel was tak- 
ing seriously threats by 
Hamas to avenge the Awadal- 
lahs. but noted that the Wfest 
Bank branch of the raove- 
ntent’s armed wing had been 
seriously weakened by the 
brctiiers’ slaying and a series 
of other recent setbacks.’ 

He identified the most dan- 
gerous Hamas militant still at 
forge in the West Bank as 
Mahmud Abu Hanud, from 
the Nablus area, while the 
movement's military chief in 
the Gaza Strip. Mohammad 
Deif. was also still operative. 

The general said Israel 
would bury the Awadaliah 
brothers since a funeral in 
their home town of RamaUah 
would likely spark violent 
protests. 


were murdered on a coun- 
tryside road "by a group of 
terrorists.” 

The official media usual- 
ly use the word "terrorist” 
to describe Islamists. 

No independent sources 
were available for com- 
ment on the fresh wave of 
violence in Algeria's long- 
running strife pitting 
Islamists against the mili- 
tary-backed government. 

The bomb blasts were 
the first since President 
Liamine Zeroual 

announced Friday night a 
decision to hold early 
presidential elections in 
February 1999. 


TEHRAN (R) — The head 
of a powerful Iranian state 
foundation survived an 
assassination attempt Sun- 
day. the official news 
agency IRNA reported. 

It said unknown gunmen 
opened fire on Mohsen 
Rafiqdoust from hills 
overlooking his office in 
north Tehran. 

"He was not hurt at all 
and is in full health.’* the 
agency reported after 
interviewing Rafiqdoust. a 
former minister. 

T came to my office as 
usual this morning and, as 
I was working, the room 
came under fire through 
the window behind me.” 
the agency quoted Rafiq- 
doust as saying. 

“This terrorist act shows 
tliat anti-revolutionary de- 
ments had worked a long 
time on their evil plan. 
But. thanks to God, they 
were not successful.” 
Rafiqdoust was quoted as 
saying. 


State television showed 
footage of the office, with 
what appeared to be bullet 
holes in a window pane 
and a ceiling or wall panel. 

The attempt on Rafiq- 
doust. a veteran political 
figure in the Islamic 
Republic, followed the 
assassination last month of 
Iran's former prison direc- 
tor, Assadoliab Lajevardi. 

The Iraq-based Iranian 
armed opposition group 
Mujahideen Khalq 

.claimed responsibility for 
killing Lajevardi. accusing 
him- of being responsible 
for the torture and execu- 
tion of political prisoners. 

The Mujahideen, which 
has often launched cross- 
border raids into Iran from 
Iraq, has stepped up 
attacks inside Iran in 
recent months. It was des- 
ignated by the United 
States as a foreign "terror- 
ist’’ organisation last year. 

Rafiqdoust, 58. heads 
the Bonyad-e-Mostazafan 


va Janbazan (Foundation 
of the Deprived and War 
Disabled) which is Iran's 
top economic conglomer- 
ate. It controls most hotels 
and hundreds of firms, 
including many industrial 
plants. 

The foundation was set 
up after the 1979 Islamic 
revolution with properties 
seized from the late Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi 
and other leaders of the 
old regime. 

Originally formed as .a 
welfare agency to help the 
poor, . the state-affiliated 
foundation was later also 
assigned the duty of caring 
for the disabled from the 
1980-88 Iran -Iraq war. Its 
head is named by Iran’s 
supreme leader. Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 

Rafiqdoust. a leading 
conservative. formerly 

served as minister of the 
Revolutionary Guards 
when the guards were run 
as a separate ministry. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Relief 
supplies from at least three 
Arab countries have started to 
arrive in Sudan, where offi- 
cials say floods spilling into 12 
of the country’s 26 states have 
affected 10 million people, 
newspapers said Sunday. 

The privately-owned A1 Rai 
AI Aam daily said an Egyptian 
plane arrived at Khartoum air- 
port on Friday carrying 32 
tonnes of tents and jute sacks 
for making sandbags. 

It said Egypt was expected 
to send another plane on Sun- 
day with more tents, medicine 
and a team of Egyptian doc- 
tors.. ; 

On Saturday, state television 
showed two Libyan planes 
landing at Dongola airport in 
northern state. It said they had 
brought medicine, tents and 
food, but gave no quantities. 

The Libyan flights violated 
an air embargo imposed on 
Libya by the United Nations 
in 1992 for failing to hand 
over two Libyan suspects in 
the J98S bombing of a Pan 
Am airliner over the Scottish 


town of Lockerbie. 

Last month Libya sent a 
planeload of metfreine to 
Sudan after a U.S. missile 
strike destroyed a Khartoum 
medicine plant which Wash- 
ington said was producing a 
nerve gas component 

Sudanese television said a 
charity organisation in Qatar 
had sent flood relief aid to 
Sudan. It quoted Hassan 
Dahawi. state minister in the 
Social Planning Ministry, as 
saying the goods had been 
transferred to 10 sucks for the 
journey north. 

The health ministry says 10 
million people^ or 38 per bent 
of the population, have been 
affected by Sudan's worst 
floods since 1988. 

Khartoum newspapers Sun- 
day quoted Health Ministry 
Undersecretary Bashir 
Mukhtar as saying the min- 
istry required 15 billion 
pounds ($7.1 million) to pre- 
vent epidemics of dysentery 
and malaria in flood-hit areas 
over the next three months. 


Nine killed in Algerian bombing 


ceasefire - 


Israel’s electronics group Elscint sells 
two divisions to foreign investors 


ANKAR \ ( Ai-Pi — Thv 
separatist Luroitii rebel 
orgimUaiuiii. :1k* PKK. hj-. 
%viihrimv. n it- unilateral 
ceasefire two weeks after it 
came into force and vowed 
to step up aii.ick* In Turkey, 
a Turkish nc u spa pc r 

reported Sunday 
"They [Turkey] did not 
abide by the truce we 
declared." the Turkish 


Daily News dinted K 
’c.ij.f \ *J;;!!;:li Lkm’.ip j-- 
s.iyirvj > n ii.c pn -PKK 
tele vi*- ion channel Med- 
T\. brcMdcjstina from 
Europe. 

"Wo ha .e tie' doped new 
war tactics and will intensi- 
fy cur at lacks." the rebel 
leader said. 

Oeaian announced an 
'iiKxiv.liiioniil and unilater- 


al cea«crire in August that 
xjs to conic into effect on 
September J and last until 
Turkish elections in April. 

The Turkish government 
and army re jected the truce, 
accusing the PKK of trying 
to gain time to regroup its 
weakened forces and call- 
ing on OcaJan to surrender. 

Clashes in Turkey's 
southeast continued in Sep- 


- report 

tember despite the truce 
offer. 

The outlawed PKK has 
conducted an armed rebel- 
lion against Ankara in the 
predominantly Kurdish 
southeast of Turkey since 
1984 with the aim of creat- 
ing an independent Kurdish 
state. 

More than 30,000 people 
have died in the violence. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel's electronics 
group Elscint on Sunday 
said it had sold two of its 
divisions to Britain’s 
General Electric Compa- 
ny (GEC) and U.S.- 
based General Electric 


Corporation (GE) for 
$375 million. 

Elscint will sell its 
division specialising in 
nuclear medicine and 
magnetic resonance 
imaging to GE Medical 
Systems, a subsidiary of 


GE. for $100 million. 

The group will also 
sell its computer tomog- 
raphy division to GEC 
Picker international, a 
GEC subsidiary, for 
$275 million. 

Elscint, which is main- 


ly involved in medical 
iniaging. had a $311 mil- 
lion turnover last year, 
83 per cent of which 
came from exports. The 
group announced a net 
profit of $2.7 million 
over the same period. 


.IOR DAN T’-B.PA SSION 
PROGRAMME TV. O 

15: it) C.in<»>n — HighkiiiJi-'i - 

15:30 Drain.. — Tiv Genie From 
IX'V> n 5 I’Ou 

16:00 Drama — V-iglihmir* 

16:30 I>v — Li-i Frontiers 

idi (VLTimii:. — TUa-e 

I8:l»0 Drama — See Quest 

lWm Lo Journal 

IV: 15 French Pro-_r.ii.ime — 
.'Science .v.'iuJiic' 

19:30 V.-v. s h_-.jJlnK-.s 

1 9:35 ..•’■'ined;- — H- p: .in. ! (jt.-rij 

-0:00 Prospective 

20:30 W. .rid Net 

21:10 iji.u'ij Guy >. Bad Guys 

22:00 in English 

22:30 Mini -senes — Trine nine 
Evil 

23:59 End.. iT. V 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:55 F.i,.- 

00:14 Tutu 

»2:31 D.in'nr 

»r>:03 *- .»i 

18:40 Mj-:hr> 

20:07 


CHURCHES 


St Man- of Nazareth Church 
S'wSeh. Tci. 

As*ejii:uic i > Gud Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church To!. 4rOJ?9U 
Terra Sancfa Church Tel. 
4622566 


JORDAN TI MES DAILY GUIDE AN D CALENDAR 


DEPARTURES | 

i 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights j 
07:15 Beirut (RJ) I 


AniiiUxn: Church Tei. 

-h2-i.<53-Jh2JSi I 
St Syrian Orthodox 

Cliuxii Tel. 4 7 7l“5I. 

Anr.v.ar, .ntemutinaal Church 
Tel. 5.’ n f 

CkTipjm-speakin^ Evangelical 
*?.>iicrv?TJtiu55 Tel. u 
T he I-’v angel lent Luca! Church 
b \ramcn Tci. r"s ! 1 2 4, 5 
Church «r Jous Christ of Latter 
Day Sains Tel. 4r>54 l *52 
St. John ii:c Bupti.4 ;:t Dc la 
Sal iv C'.*4:eueTvl. ?66 I ~~ 
CSiureh i*.r;iK Annunciation Tel. 

4637440 

Greek Onlwins Chnre'n TcL 
4- I J;-. 

Church of Prvsrnlalion, Swd- 
fit* Tel 

The Uniat* Catholic Church 
Tei. -0:4757 

Ti?e KnuIsKh-?.ansuatsL‘ Catholic 
Parish Tel. 4o|4 j'T' 

E ■■ uii^tfical Free Church Tel. 
-iS'Jjf'T 0 

The Hcpiis; Church lei. 

The \nv.i iii.!!i Catholic Church 
4771.-31 

The Amtenhin Orthodox 

Church Tel. 4-77 512*^1 


WEATHER 

fiulUiin vryV/c/h 1 she JJcpart- 
tne<:: of MactHoUtpy 


Tempcraiuri-; are expected to rise 
>iightiv u iih cloud* appearing ai 
low altirude.s particularly in the 
n- nhen parts of ihc Kingdom, and 
winds in nthwotetly moderate. In 
Atpqba. winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MlnAtax. temp. 

Amman 17/31 

Aqaba. 25/19 


Inserts 

Jordan Valiev 

16/35 

24/38 

Ycycrduy ‘s hieh temperatures: 
Amman 29 Aqaba 38 Humidity 

readmes: Amman 45 
Aqaba 41 percenL 

per cent. 

BMIowing arc titc highest temper- 

uturo expected today 

in tlic fol* 

linvinc areas: 

21 


32 


33 


.. - - 37 


Dead Sea 

39 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KhalOTtsluq 4757253 


Dr. Bahjat Bader 3332642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 5350432 

Dr. WaCq Qaddumi 4S93542 

Finis pharmacy 566 1912 

Ad Asema pharmacy 3347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy .4623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WafidNabhan J8SI743 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre —4637 1 1 1 

Gril Defence Deponmeni— 566 1 H l 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency'.. — 199 
Rescue PoSce 192,4621111.4637777 

Fife Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police —.4896390 

Public Security Dept — .4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 T76 

Vitier & Sewerage CcrrplairBS 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
4787111 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 1 21 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Tdepltone 

Repairs .4623101 

AbdaJi Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Televisi 4773 ! 1 1 

Radio Jorxtan - 47741 1 1 

Water Authority -5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...58 1 56 1 5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight In formation,,. .44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Sttrgery 5921199 

The Islamic, AWL' -5666 131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5856856 

Luzmila — .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Aki leh Maternity. .464244 1 !2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Mafias, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital -J669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital .3667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali - 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn...4777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ._560224(V50 
Amal Hospital .4891611/15 


ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zurqa National Hospital 

- 109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikmu Mixkm Hospital 

- (09)99099 

rRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02C75555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafecs Hospital 

>(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03 )3 1 4 1 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77 us informality i . r supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
depart ineni ai the Qmxn Alia Infer- 
national Airport Tel. {44)5S2tif)-5. 
wherv it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights eon be 
supplied on phone 44 f 52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:05 Sanaa (RJ) 


09:30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

09 JO Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 


1029 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10^5 Beirut (RJ) 

17:00 Cairo (RJj 

17:30 London iRJj 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

21:45 ... Bangkok. Shuriqah (RJ) 
02:55 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
Doha (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

Wtio ...Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 . — Vienna iOS) 

— Doha(QR) 

1 5: **S -...Khartoum (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

*9:05 Frankfort (LHj 

W: **5 -...Dubai (EK) 

72:15 — Istanbul r'SD) 

72:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22-A5 Athens. Bonn (OA) 

01:30 Amsterdam. Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 


and proceeding lu Marka Airpon) 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqabu (arriving ai Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 

22:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RWj 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airpon) (RW) 


08:00 Dtahran. New DeSu (add) (RJ) ; 
11:45 -...Frankfurt. London (RJ) j 
12^20 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) j 

12 JO Istanbul fRJ) i 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) ': 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) i 

21:00 Doha (add) (RJ) ; 

21:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) j 

21:40 JDamascus (RJ j 

22:05 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22-25 ....Al ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) ! 

23:25 Tehran (RJ) ! 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) j 

Other Flights ! 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) ! 

J-amaca(CY)j 

07 JO Tans (AF) | 

08:20 London (AF): 

11^30 Cairo (MS) j 

15:00 — Bahrain (OF) I 

15:50 Vienna (OS) i 

16:30 Dcha(QR)i 

1&45 Istanbul (SDJ I 

20KK) .Beirut (ME) j 

20:45 -Dubai (EK) J 

23:10 „Tel Aviv (LY) | 

23:15 Khartoum (SD) 1 

02 JO .Amsterdam (KL) ; 

Royal Wings (RW) ! 

08K)0 Aqaba (from Maria Airport) : 
(RW) 1 

09i30 Aqaba (from Maria Aoport)! 
(RW> : 

20:45 Td Aviv (from QAIA) (RW); 
21 JO --Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) | 



UNRWj 
strike d 


B) Chalia Alu! 



ember 


Home News 
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Government 
reiterates 
call for 
Iraq-U.S. 
dialogue 

ByTareqAyyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan on Sun- 
daytetenaed ic caD for direcr 
dialogue between Iraq and the 
United States to resolve differ- 
ences over die inspections of 
Baghdad's weapons systems. 

Speaking at a press briefing. 
Information Minister Nasser 
Judeh said Jordan was against 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple as a result of the eight- 
year-old sanctions imposed 
following Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The minister was respond- 
ing to a question about Jor- 
dan's stand following the 
United Nations Security 
Council decision on Wednes- 
day to indefinitely suspend its 
regular two-month sanctions 
review until Iraq reverses its 
August decision to suspend 
cooperation with UX 
weapons inspectors. 

“We respect the UN. reso- 
lution,” Judeh said, “but at the 
same time we believe that it is 
die time to end the suffering of 
Iraqi people to enable them go 
live an honourable life.” 

“Wb reiterate our position to 
launch direct dialogue 
between Iraq and the United 
Stales in particular, because 
dialogue is the (mly means,” 
to end foe sanctions and the 
suffering of foe Iraqi people, 
the minister said. 


“A b> jjtaii, Jjgjf 





Jordan National Red Crescent Society President Mohammad Badid speaks at the open- 
ing of the disaster management seminar (Petra photo) 

Red Crescent society accredited to 
offer disaster management courses 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
University of Wisconsin in 
the U.S. has approved the 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society’s accreditation 
as a regional centre for dis- 
aster management courses, 
according to society Presi- 
dent Mohammad Hadid. 

Speaking at the opening 
of a training seminar on dis- 
aster management organ- 
ised by the society in con- 
junction with the University 
of Wisconsin, Hadid said 
the training course in Jor- 
dan is part of a programme 
run by the university. 

Hadid, who is also head 
of the International Federa- 


tion of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies' disas- 
ters committee, said disas- 
ter management is one of 
the activities earned out by 
the Red Cross and Crescent 
societies. 

The seminar, which began 
Saturday evening, coin- 
cides with the society’s cel- 
ebrations of its 50th 
anniversary, according to 
Hadid. 

A university representa- 
tive at the opening session 
said the institution now 
recognises the society as a 
regional centre for running 
diploma and masters degree 
courses in disaster manage- 


ment and examining stu- 
dents wishing to acquire a 
diploma in this field. 

A total of 25 trainees from 
Syria, Lebanon, Libya, 
Sweden and Thailand in 
addition to Jordan's Gvil 
Defence and Public Securi- 
ty departments and the Inte- 
rior Ministry are taking part 
in the two-week seminar. 

Hadid added that experts 
on relief services and disas- 
ter management from the 
University of Wisconsin 
and the International Feder- 
ation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies will be 
giving lectures during the 
seminar. 


UNRWA staff to stage one-day 
strike despite warnings of pay cuts 


By GhaliaAluI 

AMMAN — Having been 
warned of a one-day salary 
cut, foe staff at foe United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency’s five areas of oper- 
ation refused to cancel a 
Strike primed for Tuesday 
to protest against “low 
wages and poor working 
conditions” 

‘To warn us of salary 
reductions is a violation of 
human rights,” a staff repre- 
sentative who requested 
anonymity told foe Jordan 
Times on Sunday. 

“At a staff meeting on Sat- 
urday, foe director general 
of foe Palestinian Affairs 
Department, Ibrahim Bad- 
ran, asked us to cancel foe 
strike, but we refused 
because we have foe right to 
show our objection.” 

The strike was prompted 
by the cash-strapped 
agency’s decision to raise 
the salaries of 10 to 15 
senior managers in each 
area of operation by 30 to 40 
per cent but not those of the 
majority of its workers, who 


said their wages have 
remained unchanged for the 
past five years. 

UNRWA Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen sent a 
letter warning UNRWA staff 
that foe strike would not 
yield any results and that 
their salaries were higher 
than those of government 
employees by 30 to 40 per 
cent 

Responding to Hansen, 
UNRWA staff maintained 
that they do not receive foe 
same benefits and their 
salaries have not been con- 
sistent with the increase in 
foe cost of living. 

“After 10 years of service 
at UNRWA, our salaries are 
lower than those of govern- 
ment employees. We do not 
even get foe same benefits 
of early retirement and com- 
pensation for termination of 
employment,” foe staff rep- 
resentative argued. “We’d 
rather work for the govern- 
ment.” 

Staff representatives, who 
are expected to meet with 
Hansen on Sept. 23, have 
warned if foe agency does 


not take immediate action 
and respond to their 
demands, UNRWA workers 
in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, 
Palestine and Gaza Strip 
will stage open strikes after 
two weeks. 

UNRWA employees have 
long complained of poor 
working conditions and ser- 
vice cut-backs imposed by 
foe agency, which is current- 
ly burdened with a $56 mil- 
lion deficit in its S3 14 mil- 
lion budget 

In 1997, UNRWA 
received contributions from 
donor nations totalling 
about $260 million out of a 
$312 million budgeL 

Since 1992,- foe agency 
has run far short in donor 
contributions in relation to 
its budget thus forcing it to 
adopt cost reduction mea- 
sures which included sus- 
pending recruitment of 
teachers, cancelling hospi- 
talisation programmes, and 
reducing international staff 
by 15 per cent 

UNRWA still faces the 
tough task of enlarging its 
donor base and increasing 


its donor contributions, 
especially from Arab coun- 
tries, to prevent any further 
budget deficits. 

The agency’s Advisory 
Council will hold a meeting 
in Amman on Sept 28 to 
review a draft report to be 
submitted to the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly later this 
year. 

At the meeting. Hansen is 
expected to submit a report 
on foe agency’s efforts to 
secure sufficient funding 
from donor nations. 

UNRWA's Advisory 
Council groups Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt. 
France, Turkey, Britain, Bel- 
gium, foe U.S. and Japan, in 
addition to foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 

Established in 1948, 
UNRWA today offers edu- 
cational, health and social 
services to some 3.4 million 
registered Palestinian 
reft) gees in Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Jordan alone is home to 
more than 1.2 million UN. 
registered refugees. 


Families’ visit to inmates 
in Israeli prisons approved 


By AKaA-Tookan 

AMMAN — The government 
Sunday said it would continue 
its efforts to free Jordanians 
incarcerated in Israel and 
announced that Israeli officials 
have approved a group visit by 
the inmates’ families to the 
prison in Ashkclon. 

Speaking at his weekly press 
briefing Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh said each of foe 
inmates will be visited by two 
family members. 

According to Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Israel Omar 


Rifiai, the group visit organised 
by the embassy is expected to 
take place “within the next few 
weeks." 

‘The approval is there." said 
Rifai. “We are just Hying to 
work out the logistics of the 
visit," he said, adding that foe 
embassy was waiting for the 
issuance of the visas by Israel 

Rifai said foe embassy 
recently managed ro have the 
inmates placed in one prison, 
and won the right to have the 
consul pay them a weekly 
visit. 

There are conflicting reports 


on the number of Jordanians 
incarcerated in Israel. The Jor- 
danian government says foai 
there are 14 imprisoned for 
“security-related" reasons. But 
others sources contend that 
there may be as many as 19. 

Rifai explained that apart 
from foe 14 inmates, there are 
other Jordanians being held in 
Israeli jails for “criminal rea- 
sons.” He did not specif)' foe 
number 

Since the signing of Jordan's 
peace treaty with Israel in 
1994, the Jewish state has 
freed 20 Jordanian prisoners. 


But releasing the remaining 
prisoners, many of whom are 
convicted of murder or 
attempted killing of Israelis, 
has proved an arduous task for 
the Jordanian authorities. 

Some families have com- 
plained thai they have not had 
any communication with their 
incarcerated relatives, foe 
longest serving of which has 
been in Israel since 1988. Oth- 
ers have charged that they 
have been repeatedly denied 
visas to enter the Jewish state 
to visit their family members 
in prison. 


‘Tarawneh pledges to tighten labour 
controls on non-Jordanian workers’ 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh 
promised labour union lead- 
ers on Sunday to tighten 
control over 350,000 for- 
eign workers in the country 
and to consider amend- 
ments to current laws to 
improve the rights of local 
workers. 

Fathallah Emrani, vice 
president of foe General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Trade Unions, said that dur- 
ing a two-hour meeting 
with Tarawneh, foe premier 
also promised to look into 
foe unionists* long-standing 
demand of setting a mini- 
mum wage for workers. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
asked foe Tarawneh govern- 
ment in its Letter of Desig- 
nation to act in a transparent 
manner and to concentrate 
on fighting social ills plagu- 
ing Jordan such as poverty, 
corruption, unemployment, 
nepotism and favouritism. 

F.mrani said Tarawneh 
stressed foe need to reduce 
foe number of foreign 
labourers in Jordan — 
Egyptians, Iraqis and Syri- 
ans — working mainly in 
agriculture and construc- 
tion, but steered away from 
saying how he would 
achieve this politically sen- 


sitive goal. 

“The prime minister 
promised to look into all 
means * of controlling foe 
local labour market and pre- 
venting foreigners from 
working illegally at foe 
expense of Jordanians,” 
Emrani told foe Jordan 
Times. 

According to official esti- 
mates, only 50,000 of the 
over 350,000 foreign 
labourers in foe country 
have work permits. The rest 
take up low-paid menial 
jobs that are shunned by 
many Jordanians in foe 
absence of a minimum 
wage policy and other bene- 
fits such as health and social 
security insurance. 

Like the unions, many 
politicians and labour 
experts believe a minim um 
wage will help curb unem- 
ployment, officially esti- 
mated at 15 per cent and 
unofficially at 27 per cent 
by creating incentives for 
some of foe jobless to 
accept what is perceived as 
socially-degrading jobs. 

According to Emrani, 
Tarawneh also said unem- 
ployment among many of 
the foreign labourers — 
said to trickle in under lax 
immigration laws on Arab 
nationals — posed threats 
to foe social fabric and to 


the country’s security. 

He also quoted him as 
highlighting foe need to 
review legislation govern- 
ing labour to determine if 
they should be updated. 

“He promised to study our 
complaints regarding arti- 
cles 23, 28 and 31 of foe 
Labour Law,” he added. 

The 220,000-strong feder- 
ation has been pushing for 
foe cancellation of article 23 
of foe one-year-old law, 
which allows employers to 
dismiss workers at any time 
by giving them a month's 
salary in compensation. 

The federation also said it 
will call for amending arti- 
cles 28 and 31. which set 
flexible conditions under 
which workers can be dis- 
missed. 

‘Tarawneh promised to 
see foe possibility of dis- 
patching federation mem- 
bers at some public institu- 
tions in order to monitor 
their activities and crack 
down on manipulations of 
workers' legitimate rights." 
said Emrani. 

“Both parties agreed on 
foe importance of launching 
a dialogue between foe gov- 
ernment and civil society, 
including work associations 
and unions, foe political 
parties and parliamentari- 
ans." Emrani said. 


IAF condemns Israeli killing 
of Awadallah brothers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Islam- 
ic Action Front party Sunday 
condemned the killings by 
Israeli forces of two brothers 
affiliated with Hamas on 
Thursday, describing foe attack 
as “one more link in a long 
chain of Israeli crimes against 
the people of Palestine.” 

In a statement faxed to the 
Jordan Times, the party, Jor- 
dan's largest, called on political 
parties in the Arab and Islamic 
wedd^humanrightsesganisa- 
tiems and foe bar association to 
back the Palestinian people’s 


struggle. 

Imiyi and Adel Aw adallah 
were killed Thursday afternoon 
in a remote bouse surrounded 
by vineyards aid orchards near 
foe village of Taibeh. west of 
the Wfesr Bank town of 
Hebron. 

The house is located in an 
area under full Israeli security 
control. 

In its statement, the IAF 
called on foe Palestinian 
National Authority to release 
all political detainees being 
held in its jails, including 


Hamas members. It said the 
PNA should abrogate the Oslo 
accords and open the way for 
resistance groups to pursue die 
struggle against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

The party also called on 
Egypt and Jordan to terminate, 
their peace accords with Israel 
in the tight of the Jewish state's 
continued aggression against 
foe Arab Nation. 

The statement raged Arab 
and Islamic countries to work 
toward rebuilding a strong 
Arab front 


Members 
of outlawed 
party to be 
tried ‘soon’ 
— minister 

By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh Sunday 
confirmed that 17 members of 
the outlawed A! Tahrir (Liber- 
ation J Party will be tried soon 
by the State Security Court on 
charges of membership in an 
“illegal group.” 

Speaking at a press briefing, 
Judeh said the suspects were 
among 20 members who were 
arrested over the past two 
weeks upon orders from the 
attorney general 
‘Three members were 
released in the past few days 
while the rest will be referred 
to the concerned court for 
trial, '* rite minister said. 

He declined to name those 
who wifl be tried and the three 
who were released. 

Two weeks ago, Al Sabeel 
weekly reported that among 
foe arrested were the party's 
spokesman Ara Abu Rishidi 
and Saleh ShalabL Both men 
had bear released five months 
ago after serving three years in 
prison for lese majeste. 

Al Tahrir was formed in 
Palestine in the 1950s and calls 
for the replacement of all Arab 
governments with a caliphate 
system. 

Al Sabeel also named Walid 
Sbahin, All Smadi, Yousif 
Awarii, Hassan Hamdan, 
Mohammad Mousa Sabri and 
Yousif Al Sabatin as among 
those arrested 
Shahin was among five 
Mura University students who 
were tried in 1992 for treason. 
He was sentenced to death but 
was later acquitted together 
with the other four by the 
Court of Cassation. 

The weekly said the arrests 
took place following the distri- 
bution of a statement by the 
group that denounced the gov- 
ernment's handling of the 
recem water enris in the coun- 
try. 


WHAT ’ S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “Lola Montes" at foe French Cultural Centre at 6:30 
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

TUNISIAN FILM FESTIVAL 

* "Al-Shayshakhan” at foe Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. (Another film “Majnoun Layla” will be 
screened on Tuesday Sept. 15 at 8:00 pjtn.). 

LECTURE 

* “The Islamic World and the Challenges of foe Twen- 
ty Hrst Century” (in Arabic) by Dr. Mohammad Am ara 
at Abdul Hameed S ho wan Foundation, Jabal Amman at 
7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography exhibition entitled “Les Cite's 
d’ Artistes a Paris” at foe premises of the Association of 
foe Jordanian Plastic Artists, Jabal Weibdeh, until Sept 
30. 

* P ainting s by Iraqi artists Ismail Sheikhly, Suzanne 
Sheikhly, and Khalid Qassab entitled Pioneers of foe 
Fifties” at Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Ufoeina, until SepL 
21 CItt. 5526932). 

* P aintin gs by Rula Shukairy at foe French Cultural 
Centre, Jabal Amman, until SepL 30. 

* Exhibition of wrought iron furniture by Jordanian 
artist Salim Al Bandak at Al Baidar Hall, Kan Zama n 
village (TeL 5862531), until SepL 17. 

DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“S umme r 98” cultural activities at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, to last until Sept. 30, include: 
EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic an from Lebanon and works by 
Jordanian artist Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and by Jordan- 
ian artist Said Haddadin at foe Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Samia Zaru at 
foe Byzantine Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs ‘Memory of a Place by 
Jordanian artist Hussein Da’seh at foe Museum. 


Alternative medicine therapies attracting larger number of enthusiasts 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — A growing number of 
Jordanians appear to be seeking alter- 
native medicines to cure many of their 
ailments on the grounds that such 
therapy is more affordable and less 
harmful to their health. 

Alternative medicine includes aro- 
matherapy, Chinese medicine, floral 
essences, herbal massage, certain 
foods, gemstone therapy, meditation, 
music therapy and therapeutic 
humour 

However, most health experts say 
these therapies do not replace ortho- 
dox forms of medicine used to treat 
serious diseases. 

‘They are attracted to alternative 
medicines because of their low prices 
wnri effectiveness.” said Abu Abdullah 
Wadi a herbalist operating in the 
densely-populated city ofZarqa. 

‘The various alternative medicine 
methods can be used both as preven- 
tive and as therapeutic measures," 
said Rana Asfour a Lebanese-educat- 
ed nutritionist who offers diet-related 
consulting services out of her office in 
Abdoua 

She said a diabetk; for example, can 
combine a certain diet with regular 

mffriirinft tO eSSfi his/her COndztiOQ. 

T usu ally work with a doctor 
[because] it has a higher success rate,” 
sh e gaid, referring to cases of p ati ents 
suffering from cancer or diabetes. 

At a major Amman hotel's h e alth 
fitness centre and spa. reflexologist 
Brenda O’Neil said she helps relieve 
clients' stress by massaging their feet 


to release healing energies. 

“However, this form of treatment 
may not be as comprehensive because 
we are not medical persons and we 
cannot diagnose diseases... We only 
help in the recovery process," O’Neil 
told the Jordan Times. 

' “We just help in relieving stress 
related to disease, but the best method 
to cure a disease is using both alterna- 
tive and conventional medicine.” she 
added. 

‘T usually refer the patient to a pro- 
fessional when 1 feel the stress build 
up is too much and foe case needs 
medical supervision,” site explained 

She added that “most Alnesses are 
stress-tdaied” 

“Stress builds up... then it becomes 
distress, and before long it turns into a 
disease.” 

The hotel charges guests JD25 per 
hour of reflexology and massage, 
putting foe service beyond the reach 
of many Jordanians whose average 
annual income stands at around 
JD 1,050. 

Hefoalists, known in Arabic as 
“attareen,” who operate in tiny kiosks 
in the heart of Jordanian dries, say 
they use many hobs such as 
camomile , anisewi, fenugreek, thyme 
and sage to heal most common ail- 
ments affecting the rich and poor 
alike. 

Camomile, they say, is used for 
fighting intestinal parasites, throat 
infections and flatulence; aniseed acts 
as a mild sedative for children; and 
sage helps relieve muscular discom- 
fort as well as pains in foe joints and 


the back. 

According to these herbalists, fenu- 
greek helps induce lactation and uri- 
nation and thyme helps in treating 
stomach ulcers and in boosting mem- 
ory. 

These five herbs are mere afford- 
able, ranging between JDCX250-1 500 
per 250 grammes. 

‘Traditional medicines can cost a 
lot of money," said Wadi, “white foe 
herbal equivalent might cost a patient 
a fraction of the price.” 

Samira Taha, who suffered from 
obesity, said she turned to acupunc- 
ture to lose weight after trying tradi- 
tional medicines that claim to sup- 
press or slow down appetite. 

‘T used [diet] pills to try and lose 
weight, but it was hard and tiring , cost 
me lots of money and did not work," 
said Taha, 35. 

“Acupuncture was painless, and foe 
whole session cost a fraction of foe 
price of the pills that I used,” site 
added 

Nadia Sharqawi, a general practi- 
tioner who holds a diploma in 
acupuncture, said she tried to help 
Tata lose weight because it was caus- 
ing her medical complications. 

“Her problem was easy to rectify 

and did not require kmg sessions,” she 

flHriaH 

Taha said she paid JD240 for 48 
acupuncture sessions, compared to 
JD1.250 she spent after bring hospi- 
talised for a week after developing 
complications from the medicine foe 
took to induce weight loss. 

“I prefer using bobs to chemicals 


because they are much more natural., 
and much-more cost effective.” said 
Nader Sanoa, a shop owner in 
Qwaysmeh, who suffered from 
severe stomach cramps and nausea. 

“I underwent many medical tests, I 
took tonnes of medication, I visited 
many doctors but nothing cured my 
nausea and headaches,” he said. 

“Then, a herbalist in downtown 
Amman gave me a strange mixture of 
herbs that I had to take with apple 
vinegar and it worked,” he explained. 

But some alternative medicine ther- 
apies can be more expensive. 

“Expensive and hard-to-obtain 
products such as marine plants and 
animals as well royal jelly from honey 
bees are used for treating male sexual 
impotence,” said Wadi. “In most 
cases, women come to buy these 
products for foeir husbands car sons 
because men do not like to shew up 
and ask for help.” 

Doctors say traditional medicines 
help build up foe body’s immune sys- 
tem which in nim improves the 
patient's disease-fighting me ch ani sm . 

“All these therapies share a com- 
mon principle in that they all relieve 
some of tiie physical and psychologi- 
cal conditions and encourage the 
patient’s body to heal and repair 
itself” said Sharqawi. 

"It also helps foe body produce nat- 
ural pain killer s known as endorphins 
and serotonin,” she added. 

Asfour described using raw and liv- 
ing food as part of alternative medi- 
cine to help “ augment the body's 
immune system.” 


Some health expats and medical 
doctors have put foe success rates of 
alternative medicine as high as 80 per 
cent, depending on a patient’s 
response to treatment and the type of 
disease. 

Asfour said that although not clini- 
cally proven, certain foods have 
shown to be effective in treatment of 
certain illnesses. 

'Tor insomnia, you can use vitamin 
B, which is found in bread, pasta, and 
bananas,” she said ‘To relieve ten- 
sion and fatigue, one can benefit from 
calrium.” 

Sanosi said one of his uncles who 
had fears about getting married 
because he suffered from sexual 
impotence was cured by a local 
herbalist after unsuccessful attempts 
to find a medical cure. 

“He was finally cured by using a 
mixture of herbs prepared by an 
herbalist in downtown Amman,” he 
said “Now, he is happily married” 
Pregnant women can also benefit 
from alternative meforine. 

“Up to six weeks before the expect- 
ed delivery, reflexology sessions can 
help foe mother reduce blood pres- 
sure, thus preventing her from getting 
into foe hospital for pre-natal health- 
related matters,” O’Neil said 
However, whether a patient series 
alternative or orthodox medicine, 
health experts appear unanimous over 
one issue. The same alternative med- 
icine does not have to work with 
everyone,” said O’NelL 
“ft all depends on your body’s needs 
and condition.” 
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Protestors storm Albanian PM’s office 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


after leading opposition politician killed 


TIRANA (AP) — Crowds 
angry at the slaying of an oppo- 
sition leader stormed the main 
Albanian government building 
Sunday, setting fire to the 
ground floor as Prime Minister 
Fates Nano and his ministers 
scurried out the rear exiL 
The crackle of gunfire and 
explosions from government 
cars set afire echoed through 
the streets of this unstable, for- 
mer Communist capital. At 
leas two people were wound- 
ed. police said, including an 
officer of ibe Republic Guard 
unit defending Nano's office. 

Opposition leader Sali 
Berisha appealed for calm until 
Monday's funeral of slain ally, 
Azem Hajdari. But Berisha, 
speaking from the balcony of 
his Democratic Party head- 
quarters, warned that if Nano 
did not resign within 24 hours, 
he would face “catastrophic 
consequences.” 

Berisha s followers, some of 
them weeping over Hajdari ’s 
death, chanted “kill kill, kill 
Faros Nano.” Berisha, the for- 
mer president, spoke to the 
crowd about a kilometre from 
the prime minister's office, 
where protesters marched earli- 


er in the day. 

Members of the crowd fired 
shots at police around the head- 
quarters of the Interior Ministry 
and the prime minister's office. 
Troops responded with volleys 
of gunfire over foe protesters 
heads. 

When they arrived at the 
three-story prime minister* s 
office, protesters set fire to sev- 
eral government vehicles, then 
pushed their way into the 
ground floor, which they also 
set ablaze. 

Outside, witnesses could hear 
gunfire from inside die building 
as fuel tanks from d it Mazing 
care exploded. 

The attack took place while 
Nano and his Cabinet were 
holding an emergency meeting 
on the deteriorating situation 
following Hajdari's slaying. 
The ministers scurried out die 
rear doer through smoke and 
explosions. 

Hajdari, a former student 
leader known as ‘The Hero" 
for his opposition to Albanian 
Communist rule; was shot by 
gunmen from two parked cars 
as be left the party headquar- 
ters. 

He died later in hospital 


along with one of his two body- 
guards, police said. 

Hajdari’ s supporters planned 
to transfer his body to the 
sprawling Skanderberg Square 
in the heart of the capital for an 
all-night vigil until the funeral 
service at 1 1 ajn. ("0900 GMT) 
Monday. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. But 
Berisha blamed Nano’s party. 
The former president, in a state- 
ment Sunday, gave Nano 24 
hours to resign or the opposi- 
tion would use “all means'* to 
force Mm out 

Nearly a year ago, Hajdari 
was shot and badly wounded in 
Parliament by a rival legislator, 
who was later convicted of 
attempted murder and sen- 
tenced to 1 1 years in jaD. 

The shooting was likely to 
inflame tensions in already- 
unstable Albania where 
Berisha' s Democratic Party has 
tried to organise mass resis- 
tance against the Socialist Party 
government that replaced it last 
year. 

After Hajdari was shot on 
Sept. 18. 1997, the Democratic 
Party ordered days of protests 
against Nano and his Socialist- 



A crowd of opposition supporters, angry at the killing of opposition Democratic Party 
lawmaker Azem Hajdari Saturday evening, Sunday overturn a car at the office of 
Prime Minister Fatos Nano. The Democratic Party accused Nano directly for the killing 
of Hajdari, who was a hero of Albania's anti-communist revolution (Reuters photo) 


led government, accusing it of 
masterminding the attack. 
Albania, one of the poorest 


New Russian prime minister to 
tackle heavy workload in first week 


MOSCOW (AFP.) — 

Russia’s new premier faces a 
busy first week in office as he 
puts finishing touches to his 
cabinet and determines bow to 
restore the world's confidence 
in foe Russian government 
and economy. 

With the election of 

Yevgeny Primakov as prime 
minister, after almost three 
weeks of political wrangling, 
ministers can now concentrate 
on tackling the country’s eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Primakov will meet finan- 
cial leaders Monday to discuss 
the collapsing state banking 
system and foe ruble, which 
has halved in value in recent 
weeks. ITAR-TASS reported. 

Wednesday he will consult 
Yegor Stroyev, speaker of the 
upper house of parliament, on 
die formation of his cabinet 
and the possibility of includ- 
ing regional leaders, Interfax 
reported. 

Such a move would anchor 


the regions to Moscow after 
they showed independent 
leanings during the crisis, with 
some local governments 
refusing to pay taxes and 
breaking federal laws. 

Filling Russia’s political 
void has meant some settling 
of accounts as became dear 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's move to sack his 
official spokesman. Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky. 

Analysts said the former 
spokesman bad been the vic- 
tim of internal manoeuvring 
and had paid the price for 
backing tbs option of a com- 
promise candidate for the pre- 
miership. 

A weakened Yeltsin, mean- 
while. reassured U.S. 
President Bill Clinton during a 
phone call Saturday that his 
new premier would not aban- 
don reforms, adding Russia 
had “no alternative to the mar- 
ket economy." 

Primakov has promised to 


continue reforms but many 
dislike his decision to appoint 
Communist Yuri Maslyukov 
as deputy premier and Viktor 
Gerashchenko, another left- 
winger critics have dubbed the 
“world’s worst central 
banker" as head of Russia's 
central bank. 

The moves have caused 
concern on the financial mar- 
kets and prompted Britain's 
Financial Times to lament in 
an editorial it was “Back to the 
USSR.” 

‘Those who have a 
Communist past" are inca- 
pable of carrying out reforms, 
said Yegor Gaydar. Russia’s 
first post-Soviet premier, who 
laid the groundwork for a 
market economy. 

Critics are particularly wary 
of 60-year-old Gerashchenko. 
It was under his leadership in 
1993 that inflation soared 
more than 2.000 per cent, 
causing widespread panic. 

Gerashchenko has already 


warned that in order to pay 
back wages to civil servants, 
he plans to print cash at an 
amount determined in part by 
the lower house of Parti ament 

“They are going to print 
money, they might try some 
price controL” predicted Al 
Breach of the Russian- 
European Political and 
Economic Centre. 

“You wall have extremely 
rapid inflation, most likely 50 
per cent a month." he said, 
adding that “production will 
continue to drop. 

Experts say the Russian 
government will have to 
choose quickly between 
allowing hyperinflation, under 
which the country would 
crumble, or recommitting 
itself to the reforms many in 
Russia blame for the current 
economic chaos. 

Primakov tried to calm crit- 
ics this weekend by announc- 
ing Russia would pay its out- 
standing foreign debts. 


Bavarian vote may seal political fate of Kohl 


MUNICH (AFP) — Bavaria 
was voting Sunday in a state 
election seen as a vital indicator 
of what Chancellor Helmut 
Kohls fate will be in national 
elections only two weeks away. 

The southern German state’s 
Christian Social Union (CSU). 
sister party of Kohl’s Christian 
Democratic Union (CDUl, 
Sunday defends the absolute 
majority it has held in the 
Munich parliament for 36 
years, since 1962. 

Bavarian governor Edmund 
Stoiber has made the CSU goal 
one of “50 plus X." that is to 
win more than 50 per cent of 
the vote. The CSU garnered 
528 per cent in the last ballot in 
1994. 

Anything less than 50 per 
cent will be taken as a sharp 
defeat for the CSU, and a sign 
that KohL already behind die 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD) in national opinion polls, 
has no chance to gain a record 
fifth term in the national elec- 
tions SepL 27. 

Stoiber has campaigned on 
the theme that conservative, 
largely Catholic Bavaria is an 
island of prosperity with low 
unemployment, high-tech 
industries and social stability, in 
a Germany suffering from 
record post-war levels of job- 
lessness and a desperate need to 
modernise. 

A key sign of the CSUs 
effectiveness will be the vote 
for the far-right Sunday, as 
extremists ciy stallise frustration 
with the government, especial- 
ly among some youths. 
However the far-right 
Republicans party is not 
exported to win die five per 
cent of the vote needed to be 
represented in the stale parlia- 
ment 

The far-right German 
People’s Union (DVU). a rival 
to the Republicans, is not run- 
ning in Bavaria and was telling 
its voters on its Internet home 



A man with his dog strolls Sunday pass a wall with election posters after casting his vote at a 
nearby polling station in Sternber g . State elections began in Bavaria on Sunday, the southern 
German province which is ruled by the Christian Social Union (CSU) party4he ultra-conser- 
vative sister party of Chancellor Kohl's Christian Democratic Union (CDlfi party, for more 
than 30 years (AFP photo) 


page to vote for foe CSU. CSU 
leaders have taken up hardline 

positions against immigration 
— alleging Germany is not a 
land of immigration — that are 
close to the DVU. 

Aconvincing CSU win could 
mean that KohL who has made 
up lost ground in opinion polls 
from some 10 per cent back to 
three ro six per cent behind, has 
a real chance to make good his 
comeback, and remain in office 
after 16 years as chancellor. 

Kohl has largely kept out of 
the Bavarian election race, in 
part because the CSU does not 
want to be associated too close- 
ly with an increasingly unpopu- 
lar chancellor. 

The SPD has taken an oppo- 
site tactic, with posters declar- 
ing "CSU=KohT and its 


national chancellor candidate 
Gerhard Schroeder campaign- 
ing aggressively in Germany’s 
largest state. 

The SPD is relishing its role 
as a spoiler in Bavaria and its 

governor candidate there 
Renale Schmidt wants to 
increase their score of 30 per 
cent from the previous state 
parliament vote in 1994 to 30 
plus XXL. 

Meanwhile, the radical 
AllianceSO/Greens, who seek 
to form a national red-green 
government with the SPD after 
Sept 27, are merely hoping to 
win the five per cent needed to 
be represented in the state par- 
liament They won 6.1 percent 
of the ballot in 1994. 

The third party in Kohl's 
national coalition, the liberal 


Free Democrats (FDP), are 
impotent in Bavaria. They are 
not represented in the Munich 
assembly and are unlikely to do 
any better than their IS per cent 
last time. 

An opinion poll published 
Friday said the CSU would get 
less than 50 per cent of the vote. 
The poll by the Forca Institute 
found that *49 per cent of those 
questioned said they would 
vole for the CSU Sunday. 34 
per cent for the SPD. 

A total of 8.8 million 
Bavarian voters will be choos- 
ing a 204-seat parliament from 
over 2,000 candidates, although 
tiie number of seats can change 
according in Germany’s com- 
plicated system of proportional 
voting. The parliament is for 
the firs time to sit for five years. 


countries in Europe; has barely 
recovered from las year' s 
nationwide riots which explod- 


ed after the collapse of pyramid 
investment schemes which cost 
many people their life savings. 


Northern Ireland’s 
new assembly to 
begin work 


BELFAST ( AFP) — Northern 
Ireland’s new 108-member 
assembly, established under an 
April peace deal, convenes 
hoe Monday, with leaders on 
both sides of the sectarian 
divide expressing hope for an 
end to 30 years of bloody con- 
flict 

The assembly gets down to 
work just four days after the 
two leaders of the province's 
divided community met face- 
to-face for the first time and 
said they could now do busi- 
ness together. 

But the new Northern Ireland 
Assembly faces a tough task. 

It has less than six months in 
winch to put in place complex 
political institutions that will 
take over the running of gov- 
ernment in Northern Ireland 
from London. 

Deputies in the new assem- 
bly are also poles apart on cer- 
tain issues and must I earn to 
work together after 30 years of 
bitter rivalry, which led to more 
than 3,500 deaths in the 


assembly's efforts in the early 
days — a task likely to bring 
party differences into stark 
relief. 

Sinn Fein's popular support 
— it won 18 seats in the assem- 
bly — guarantees it at least one 
seat on the executive under the 


province. 

For the moment the assem- 
bly — elected in June by 12 
million Northern Irish voters 
— is a “ghost” organisation. 

From February, the assembly 
is expected to tun areas includ- 
ing health, education and trans- 
port in Northern Ireland, leav- 
ing key issues such as defence, 
foreign policy and treasury 
matters in the hands of the 
British government. 

The assembly’s first task, is to 
work out procedures. 

It will also receive a report on 
the August bombing in 
Omagh, which killed 29 peo- 
ple. attributed to an IRA splin- 
ter group which opposes the 
peace process. 

The assembly held its inau- 
gral session in July, at which it 
named Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) leader David Trimble 
as First Minister and Seamus 
Mulloo, of the Socialist 
Democratic and Labour Party 
(SDLP) as deputy. 

The composition of the local 
government, with 10 or more 
ministries, will be central to the 


peace agreement 
But Trimble has repeatedly 
stated be will not sit in govern- 
ment with Sinn Fein until the 
IRA starts to disarm. 

Sinn Fein have replied they 
will disarm when the British 
army leaves, a prospect 
brought a little closer Thureday 
when Belfast police 
announced' all army ptitrols m 
the city would cease at the 
weekend. 

The Adams-Trimble meeting 
was the first time in the history 
of the Northern Ireland conflict 
that a pro-uni ted-Ireland repub- 
lican leader has met alone with 
a leader of Protestant pro- 
British rule unionists. 

In a conflict steeped in sym- 
bolism. the meeting was a 
milestone in the carefoj chore- 
ography of the peace process. 

A year ago. the meeting 
would have been beyond die 
bounds of political possibility. 

In talks leading to the April 
agreement, unionists largely 
refused even to sit in the same 
room as Sinn Fein and discus- 
sions had to be conducted via 
intermediaries. 

In another gesture of recon- 
ciliation, Sinn Fein last week 
named its number two, Martin 
McGuinness, as its man to 
liaise with the international 
committee overseeing the sur- 
render of paramilitary 
weapons. 

While both sides have few 
illusions about how difficult 
the coming weeks will be. 
there is optimism. 

Trimble said “We might 
have delays and difficulties,” 
but added: “The [peace] 
process has proved remarkably 
robust in surmounting prob- 
lems. There is a quite consider- 
able number who wish to see 
us move ahead. I am opti- 
mistic.” 


Colombian rebels kidnap 20 police 


BOGOTA (AFP) Leftist rebels kidnapped 20 police offi- 

cers after a five-hour attack on 

government officials said here. The tadn^g rasa to 
about 250 the total number of 

hostage by the rebels. Defence Minister RoringoUwedas^ 
late Saturday. The hostages were 


government ot Kesioem /vnui» * ™ f-nCT Z 

early August Five rebels and a police officer were killed m 
the attack. The police were abducted when they ra* °® <tf 
ammunition and were forced to sunmier. The > rebels levelled 
the police station during the attack Nearby btrildmgs were 
also damaged by toe fighting, officials said. 


Congo calls on SADC to condemn rebels 


GRANDE BATE (R) — The Democratic Republic of the 
Congo Sunday said it would call on the region to condemn an 
invasion of its territory by Rwandan and Ugandan troops. A 
senior official from the DRC. here for the heads of state sum- 
mit of the Southern African Development Community 
(SADO, also closed the door on direct talks between 
President Laurent Kabila and rebels battling his rule. “Vte 
expect the member countries of SADC to come up with a 
declaration unanimously co n de mn i n g the presence of 
Ugandan and Rwandese troops on Congoles e soil , DRC 
Charge d’ Affaires Kikaya Bin Kanibi told reporters. Kabila 
was expected to arrive on the Indian O cea n island later 
Sunday. It was doubtful whether be would be in time to 
address the opening session of the 18th SADC summit as { 
scheduled He was to meet with allies Zimbabwe, Angola and 
Namibia as well as President Nelson Mandela of South 
Africa. But there would be no retreat from Kinshasa’s rejec- 
tion of direct talks wife Tutsi-backed forces who rose up 
against him on Aug. 2. I 


112 dead in Mexico flooding 


MEXICO CITY (.AFP) — Heavy rain and flooding in south- 
ern Mexico over the past week has killed 112 and displaced 
some 500,000 people, government officials here reported 
Sunday. In the southern border state of Chiapas, most heavily 
affected by the downpours, 102 people have died and about 
100 more are unaccounted foe After almost one week of non- 
stop rain, many areas throughout Chiapas were without drink- 
ing water or electricity. Gasoline was also scarce, said Civil 
Defence bead Manuel Diaz Infante. The heavy rain caused 
flooding and landslides that has swept away bridges and high- 
ways, which has slowed down rescue operations, Diaz Infante 
said. Government aid has reached some coastal areas, but 
dozens of rural communities — so isolated they can be I 
reached only by air — remain without help. j 


Italian police find gold in GeDi’s flowers 


ROME (R) — Police confiscated 150 gold bars wrath three 
billion lire ($1.7 million) hidden in flower pots at the Tuscan 
villa of Licio Gelii, Italy’s number one white-collar fugitive. 
Officials said at the weekend gold weighing 165 kg had been 
found in the pots lining several terraces of Gelli’s mansion in 
the town of Arezzo, police said. The forms- grandmaster of 
Italy's outlawed P2 masonic lodge, Gelii was arrested in the 
French Riviera resort of Cannes Thursday four months after 
he had escaped from Italian justice. Italy has requested his 
extradition. Police said they had tracked down the gold to 
Gelli’s villa after examining documents found in his' Cannes 
apartment. He may have owned them since the end of World 
War II they said. The ingots are not the first hidden treasure- 
police have attributed to Gelii. In 1993, a judge ordered 
authorities to seize assets worth some $10 million. 


Ex-ML6 agent casts doubt on Diana accident 


GENEVA (AFP) — A former British intelligence agent 
Sunday cast doubt that the 1997 car crash which killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was an accident Richard Tomlinson told 
the Swiss weekly Info Dimanche that MI6 plotted to kill Serb 
leader Slobodan Milosevic in Geneva in 1992-1993, during 
the bloody break-up of the former Yugoslavia, by letting off a 
flash in a road tunnel to “blind” his driver and provoke a fatal 
crash. He said there were “strange” similarities between the 
plot against Milosevic, which was never carried out. and the 
crash in a road tunnel in Paris on Aug. 31 last year which 
killed toe princess. Several reports have said there was a flash 
before Diana’s car smashed into a pillar in the tunneL ! 
Tomlinson was interviewed in Paris last month, at his own i 
request, by investigators probing Diana’s death. Judicial 
sources then said Tomlinson had alleged the driver of the car 
in which Diana was killed. Henri PauL was an MI6 agent 


Refugees’ homes burned by arsonists 


MOSCOW ( AP) — In the latest flare-up of a decades-old eth- 
nic conflict arsonists burned almost 200 homes of refugees 
who had recently returned to a tense Caucuses region, die 
Interfax news agency reported Sunday. Attacks took place in 
four villages where ethnic Ingush have been living in 
Northern Ossetia. They had returned to their villages after 
bloody clashes between Ingush and Ossetians in 1992 in 
which hundreds were killed and thousands more forced to 
flee their homes. The attackers were believed to be ethnic 
Ossetians, seeking vengeance for the killings of five Ossetian I 
policemen early Saturday. Russia’s acting Deputy Interior 
Minister Pyotr Latyshev was dispatched to North Ossetia 
Saturday, following the police slayings. Interfax said. The 
slain policemen had been manning a joint Ossetian-Ingush 
checkpoint “The main task of law enforcement organs now 
is to prevent an escalation of tension in the Prigorod region of 
Northern Ossetia. Latyshev was quoted as say ing Sunday by 
the ITAR-TASS news agency. 


Bosnia elections move into final day 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bosnia’s interna- 
tionally supervised elections moved into 
their second and final day Sunday, with a 
third of the registered voters having already 
cast their ballots, officials said. 

All 2326 polling stations were open, after 
107 either opened late or not at all Saturday 
because they did not get their final voter reg- 
istration lists on time, the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) said. 

“Al this point there arc no indications that 
it will be necessary to extend voting hours” 
beyond the scheduled 4:00 p.m. (1400 
GMT) closing time, said OSCE spokes- 
woman Nicole Szulc. 

Turnout Saturday was an estimated 33 to 
35 percent which was "about on track with 
what we expected.” Szulc said. In past elec- 
tions. voter participation has tended to jump 
in the closing hours. 


Dark skies and rain continued Sunday, 
which might impact on the OSCE's excep- 
tions of a 70 to 80 per cent turnout 

No violent incidents were reported as of 
11 DO am (0900 GMT) in these second 
Bosnia-wide elections since the end of the 
1992-95 war between Moslems, Serbs and 
Croats in this former communist Yugoslav 
republic. 

The OSCE is overseeing the $38-million 
exercise, in which 2.75 million Bosnians — 
including refugees abroad -—are to elect a 
new inter-ethnic presidency, national parlia- 
ment and assemblies for the Muslim-Croat 
and Serb entities. 

The presidency of the Serb entity of 
Republika Sijpska is also being contested, as 
are councils in the 10 cantons thru make up 
the Muslim-Croat Federation, including the 
capital Sarajevo. 

Because of their complexity — more than 


6,000 candidates, plus 55 parties and nine 
coalitions, and a complicated ballot paper 

“ resu ^ ls are expected to be available oily 
in the course of the coming week. 

International officials hope the polls will 
lower the clout of entrenched nationalist 
Croat Muslim and Serb hardliners, and 
wing a greater degree of pi urafisra to a polit- 
ical system that binges on ethnic consensus. 
But Peter Palmer, a political anal yst with 

Ire* lntpm>ihn..i /-• 


* triwj ruinier, a pouucai anal yst who 
me International Crisis Group, a respected 
Brussels-based think tank, doubted that the 

reSUltS Would iMd lr» tinv Mrtir and intpf- 


— uii in T uvUytCU unit UA- 

results would lead to any early end to inter - 
national involvement in Bosnia, inducting 
the 32.000-strong multinational NATO-led 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR). 

‘'Though we will see some changes. I 
don t think we’ U be any closer to a situation 
where Bosnians can govern themselves’' 
without international a<sti«Jnn«v» be told 
AFP. 
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World News 

Malaysia’s Anwar steps up 
anti-Mahathir attacks as 
thousands flock to rallies 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 14, 1998 


fCUALALUMPUR (AFP) — 
Ousted deputy premier Anwar 
Ibrahim returned here Sunday 
from weekend rallies in north- 
ern Malaysia where tens of 
thousands heard his ■ verbal 
assaults on Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad 

Anwar, who was gripped by 
Mahathir of his cabinet posts 
and expelled from the ruling 
party earner this mouth, made 
gnniediate preparations for a 
second trip out of the capital to 
[be southern city of Malacca. 

/tides said he would arrive in 
Malacca late Sunday. 

Saturday, Anwar stepped up 
his attacks on Mahathir in 
speeches to tens of thousands 
of supporters in his home state 
of Penang and neighbouring 
Kedah. 

Venturing out of the capital 
for die first time since his dis- 
missal on Sept 2, Anwar visit- 
ed his home town of Bukit 
Mertajam in Penang before 
driving 100 kilometres further 
Dcrtb to Pokok Sena, where an 
estimated 40,000 to 50.000 
people gathered late Saturday 
night 

Cars were backed up some 
seven kilometres along the 
jungle road leading to Pokok 
Sena in what was the biggest 
show of support since Anwar 
was dismissed by Mahathir as 
deputy premier and finance 
minister. 

In remarks published 
Sunday, Mahathir vowed to 
“rake action” against Anwar if 
he “disrupts public order* on 
his national tour to press for 
reform. 


“But if it is peaceful, we will 
not take any action,” he was 
quoted as saying by the New 
Sunday Times. 

Mahathir also asserted that 
ruling party members who had 
sided with Anwar would even- 
tually be swayed once the case 

against him goes to court 

“Up to now, they still don’t 
believe what we have said. But 
in the end when there is a trial, 
a lot of things will be exposed 
and then they will believe us. 
The truth will prevail," be 
repeatedly said. 

'‘Th° se who don’t want to 
believe are only deceiving 
themselves,” Mahathir said 
indicating that police had suffi- 
cient evidence against Anwar. 

Although he has yet to be 
charged, the 51 -year-old 
Anwar faces allegations rang- 
ing from sexual impropriety, 
bribery and jeopardising 
national security to interfering 
with police investigations, 
abuse of power and sedition. 
Mahathir. 73, has not yet given 
a full explanation for the dis- 
missal of his former protege, 
merely saying that he was 
“unsuitable” to bold office and 
Thai his decision to fire Anwar 
was based on moral grounds. 

Anwar, who says the allega- 
tions are pan of a high-level 
conspiracy, has strongly 
denied suggestions of immoral 
conduct. 

"Those who say this should 
first look at their own reflec- 
tion in the mirror” he told an 
estimated 10,000 supporters 
outside his family borne 
Saturday. 


"The more be criticises me, 
the more people come to listen 
to me." 

Although he did not mention 
die prime minister by name . 
Anwar accused Mahathir of 
monopolising power to die 
benefit of his children while 
impoverishing the Malaysian 
people. 

“The world is big enough for 
everyone’s needs but not 
enough for everyone’s greed,” 
the former finance minister 
said 

He also asserted that local 
Chinese-language newspapers 
were “more tiberaT than the 
Malay-language press, where 
two pro- Anwar editors were 
recently forced to resign. 
"Leaders are afraid the Malays 
will wake up to the truth,” he 
said Supporters of Anwar are 
meanwhile demanding a fuller 
explanation. 

"If Anwar is guilty, he 
should be charged in court,” 
said one man attending die 
Bukit Mertajam rally with his 
two sons. 

In a reference to Malaysia's 
draconian Internal Security 
Act which provides for deten- 
tion without trial, he said: 
“Many people are afraid to talk 
about the case because of the 
traditional tight controls.” 

A 35-year-old ethnic- 
Chinese engineer in Bukit 
Mertajam agreed. 

"The best thing for them to 
do is to go to court. Sacking 
the deputy prime minister 
affects the image of our coun- 
try. The government owes us 
an explanation,” he said 


Thousands of Cambodian opposition 
supporters defy Hun Sen show of force 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 

Supporters of the Cambodian 
opposition defied an intimidat- 
ing police presence and an ear- 
lier show of force by the ruling 
party by marching in their 
thousands through the 
Cambodian capital Sunday. 

Cheered on by bystanders, 
the opposition marchers 
paraded past the city’s royal 
palace railing for (be downfall 
of government leader Hun 
Sen, who they say won the 
country’s July 26 election 
through fraud and intimida- 
tion. 

“Long live peace in 
Cambodia!” the marchers, 
who included many motorcy- 
cle taxi and trishaw drivers, 
shouted to the applause and 
waves of watching staff. 
“Hello, we're happy!” a 
bystander called to foreign 
journalists. 

The mood was in marked 
contrast to that which accom- 
panied earlier parades through 
the city by more than 10,000 
government supporters, most 
of whom had been brought 
into the capital from neigh- 
bouring provinces in a fleet of 
hundreds of trucks. 

Citizens watched them wari- 
ly from shuttered shops and 
street comers and showed no 
sign of support as they passed. 

A group of the opposition 
marchers carried the flags of 
the United States, Britain, 
Australia and the United 
Nations. Others carried fronds 
from roadside trees that have 
become a symbol of their 
protest Vendors handed out 
free fruit to the marchers. 

The march sweDed as it 


snaked through the city, num- 
bering well over five thousand 
as ir reached Monivong 
Boulevard, the main business 
street, where it was applauded 
by traders and ethnic Chinese 
businessmen in neckties. 

Hundreds of steel-helraeted 
riot police armed with assault 
rifles, electric cattle prods and 
sticks kept watch on the 
march, which the city authori- 
ties consider illegal. 

The marches took tbe 
demonstrations in Phnom 
Penh into a third week and 
came despite a morning appeal 
by Cbea Sim, the head of the 
parliament and chief of the rul- 
ing party, for both sides to stop 
protests and negotiate a settle- 
ment to the crisis. 

There have been violent 
clashes between the opposi- 
tion demonstrators on the one 
side and police and govern- 
ment supporters on die other 
throughout the past week. 

Many of the government 
supporters who have marched 
since Friday have earned bam- 
boo elute and iron bars, while 
some have been armed with 
handguns. Sunday they beat at 
least one man and there were 
several minor disturbances. 

On Saturday at least three 
people were wounded by gun- 
fire as rival supporters clashed 
Earlier that day, opposition 
leaders Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and former finance 
minister Sam Rainsy said they 
were calling off a mass rally 
planned for Sunday and a 
strike planned for Monday 
because of fears of violence. 

Police fired at opposition 
protesters early last week and 



Cambodian opposition supporters Sunday march through the streets of Phnom Penh. 
Thousands of protesters defied an intimidating police presence and an earlier show of 
force by the ruling party by marching through the nation’s capital to the applause 
and cheers of thousands of ordinary citizens lining the route (Reuters photo) 


government supporters killed 
one opposition supporter by 
firing into a crowd Friday, 
bringing the confirmed death 
toll to two. 

Many more people have 
been injured by bullets, clubs 
and rocks. Human rights 
workers fear more may have 
been lolled. The protests have 
been joined by Buddhist 
monks and students. 

The opposition inarch began 
just as the bulk of government 
supporters were trucked out of 
the capital back home, but one 
police colonel said they would 
betook. 


“As long as the opposition 
still bold demonstrations, we’ll 
come back to town,” he said. 
“Next time we come we’ll 
stamp on them." 

Ranariddh told reporters 
Saturday he would hold talks 
Wednesday with his father 
King Norodom Sihanouk and 
later with Cbea Sim in an bid 
to end the crisis. 

“It is my duty to end the 
bloodshed, end the violence, 
and try to get out from this sit- 
uation,” he said. 

Hun Sen’s Cambodian 
People’s Patty won too few 
seats to form a new adminis- 


tration on its own and the 
opposition has threatened to 
boycott parliament and block a 
new government unless their 
complaints of election irregu- 
larities are addressed. 

International observers said 
the vote was sufficiently free 
and lair, and the opposition is 
coming under increasing pres- 
sure to reach an agreement on 
a new government. 

Sihanouk warned the oppo- 
sition leaders Friday that if 
they did not attend parliament 
when it opens on Sept. 24, they 
would lose parliamentary priv- 
ileges, including immunity. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Indonesians mark 1984 killings 

JAKARTA (AF) — A prayer service to remember the 
killings by troops of Muslim protesters in Jakarta in 1984 
ended peacefully as security forces remained on alert ip 
the. capital, a news report said Sunday. A crowd , of 
Muslim faithful prayed Saturday night at a mosque near 
the site of the shootings in the poverty-ridden Tanjung 
Priok port district. The service took place amid renewed 
calls for an inquiry into the deaths, which some claim 
were in the hundreds. It was also held as troops and 
police remained deployed in central Jakarta after days of 
protests against President BJ. Habibie. Families and 
Mends of the dead, along with pro-democracy and 
Muslim activists, have demanded an inquiry into the 
shootings and the role of two senior generals. Witnesses 
at the time said security forces opened fire at demonstra- 
tors during a street march against the arrests of several 
anti-government Muslim clergy. 

Myanmar police at opposition headquarters 

YANGON (AFP) — Dozens of riot police were 
deployed around the headquarters of Myanmar’s leading 
opposition National League for Democracy Party (NLD) 
Sunday amid escalating political tensions, witnesses 
said. At least 200 riot police remained on standby around 
the Hlaing university campus, where students have been 
staging anti-government demonstrations over the last 
two weeks, but no incidents were reported. Diplomats 
; said they were unable to confirm a claim by an exiled 
student group that 15 junta officers had been ajrested for 
planning to meet NLD leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Tbe AD 
Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF) said the 
officers — six colonels and a lieutenant-colonel from the 
army, three navy majors and five air force colonels — 
were detained in Yangon on Sept. 5. The ABSDF, in a 
statement issued in Bangkok, said its information came 
from junta sources. 

Search pressed for Philippines kidnappers 

ZAMBOANGA (AFP) — Hundreds of Philippine troops 
Sunday pressed their hunt for the kidnappers of an Italian 
priest, a Taiwanese woman and three Hong Kong men, 
the military said. More than 300 soldiers and policemen 
searched the southern town of Siraway in an attempt to 
rescue Father Luciano Benedetti, 52. of Treviso, who 
was seized in the adjacent town of Sibuco in Zamboanga 
del Norte province Tuesday. Lieutenant General Angelo 
Reyes, army chief in the southern island of Mindanao, 
said go-betweens bad failed to establish contacts with 
Benedetti’s kidnappers because the abductors had been 
on the move due to the military operations. However 
Reyes said they were now confined to Siraway because 
troops had cordoned off the town and a naval blockade 
was in place if they tried to escape by sea. 

Forest fires in Siberia ‘catastrophe’ 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Forest fires in Siberia’s 
Khabarovsk region have destroyed almost million cubic 
metres of timber, covering around one million hectares 
of land, since the start of this year's dry season, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency said Sunday. An unexpectedly 
dry August and September intensified the outbreaks of 
fire that spec ialis ts are calling an “ecological catastro- 
phe,” said the report based on the estimates of local for- 
est services. At the moment, fires in Russia’s Far East are 
sprea ding across more than 424 thousand hectares of 
taiga, the marshy soil forested with pines that covers 
much of Siberia and Northern Russia, the news agency 
was told by a forest protection service. More than 5dU 
people are currently at work battling the fires- However, 
most of their efforts are concentrated around populated 
areas, while the fires are most fierce in mountainous, 
remote zones that are difficult to reach. As a result, fires 
covering up to 35,000 hectares of land are left uncon- 
trolled, rendering firefighting operations virtually inef- 
fective. The region's entire timber industry consumes no 
more than five million cubic meters of timber a year. 



Cattle traders take tbeir herd Sunday through floodwater near Dhaka’s Gabtali 
cattle market The floods, the longest in the country’s history, have submerged 
three-quarters of Bangladesh, and inflicted massive damage to agriculture, indus- 
try and infrastructure since early July. The death toll after more than two months 
of flooding has risen to 950 people (Reuters photo) 


Australian leaders unite 
against Hanson in poll race 


SYDNEY (R) — 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard and Labour 
leader Kim BeazJey 
clashed Sunday in their 
only face-to-face battle of 
the October election cam- 
paign, but both pleaded for 
tolerance and attacked MP 
Pauline Hanson. 

While most of the hour- 
long, nationally-televised 
debate focused on econom- 
ics, the pair said they want- 
ed Australia to march for- 
ward into the 21st century 
with a name for tolerance, 
unity and racial equality. 

“I want an Australian 
society which is recognised 
and acclaimed around tbe 
world for its tolerance,” 
said Howard. 

Beazley said he wanted 
to restore unity to a divided 
nation. 

“This election campaign 
has to be about the unity of 
our people. We’ve lost our 
way over the last two-and- 
a-balf years — we’ve 
turned against each other 
rattier than to each other.” 
Beazley also said he want- 
ed this collection of former 
British colonies to sever its 
remaining constitutional 
ties with Britain and 


become a republic by the 
Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games. 

T would like to see an 
Australian head of state 
there opening the games 
for Australia," Beazley 
said. 

Howard and Beazley are 
neck-and-neck in opinion 
polls ahead of the Oct. 3 
election and the debate 
appeared subdued and fair- 
ly evenly balanced, with 
both men dressed in som- 
bre dark grey suits and 
starting nervously before 
settling down. 

Both denounced Hanson, 
whose anti-immigration, 
protectionist One Nation 
Party has dipped in the 
polls since Howard called 
the election two weeks ago. 

“We have taken a stand 
against One Nation from 
the day they were invent- 
ed,” said Beazley. “One 
Nation has made a compre- 
hensive botch of itself over 
the course of tbe last cou- 
ple of months and none of 
us in politics have heard 
yet a single statement from 
them that means anything 
for ordinary battling 
Australians.” 

One Nation’s popularity 


has dipped to about 9 per 
cent from 13 per cent in 
July. But most analysis sdll 
expect it to win at least two 
seats in each of the two 
parliamentary chambers 
and to play a key role in 
deciding the winner of 
other seats. 

Beazley warned against 
writing off One Nation, 
despite its poll slump and 
signs that Hanson herself 
may lose her own parlia- 
mentary seat. 

“I don’t think they are a 
spent force [although] I’d 
like to say chat,” he said. 

Most of the debate cen- 
tred on economics with 
Howard criticising 

Labour's record over 13 
years in government until 
1996 and boasting of his 
own achievement of steady 
economic growth and cut- 
ting interest rates and infla- 
tion. 

BeazJey attacked 

Howard's failure to tackle 
unemployment — stuck 
above S per cent — and 
warned the government’s 
plan to levy a new value- 
added tax and hefty per- 
sonal tax cuts would wreck 
the economy and destroy 
jobs. 


S.Korea leans further 
towards satellite claim 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea put more faith Sunday 
in die theory that North Korea 
might have tried to put a satel- 
lite into orbit but foiled at the 
final stage, reports said. 

An unnamed ‘high-level” 
official here told Yonhap 
news agency that Seoul and 
Washington had a consensus 
that the Stalinist North did try 
to launch something into 
space. 

“It was a consensus 
between the United States and 
South Korea that the last 
phase of the three-stage rock- 
et lacked the driving force 
needed to put a satellite in 
orbit," the official was quoted 
assaying. 

‘The last part is believed to 
have fallen 27 seconds after 
launch,” he said, adding 
Washingt on appeared to have 
tracked the rocket to its sec- 
ond stage and missed observ- 
ing the third stage. 

North Korea said it 
launched on Aug. 31 a rocket 
to put a satellite into orbit. But 


South Korea, tbe United 
States and Japan said it was a 
ballistic medium-range 
Taepo-Dong 1 missile. 

Japan has expressed doubts 
over North Korea’s claim, 
saying Pyongyang was 
believed to have used the 
Aug. 31 launch to shoot a 
medium-range missile over 
northern Japan into the 
Pacific. 

The unannounced launch 
prompted Japan to halt aid to 
North Korea and suspend lim- 
ited official and commercial 
contacts between the wo 
countries, which have no 
diplomatic ties with each 
other. 

But experts have leaned 
increasingly toward believing 
Pyongyang's claim, saying it 
had converted its ballistic 
missile to a rocket for satellite 
launch. 

North Korea last week 
warned South Korea and its 
allies against slandering its 
claim that it successfully 
launched a satellite into space. 


U.N. rights chief tells Chinese 
of concern over cleric arrests 


SHANGHAI ( AP) — U.N. rights chief 
Mary Robinson told state-run Chinese 
church groups Sunday about foreign 
concern over the arrest of independent 
clerics, but said she believed religious 
freedom in China was increasing. 

After a meeting with leaders of 
Buddhist, Christian. Daoist and 
Muslim groups, Robinson said she 
gave them copies of appeals from 
Christian charities to the government 
calling for an end to interference in 
unofficial churches. 

China has closed unauthorised hous- 
es of worship and jailed independent 
clerics, along with Catholic bishops 
and priests who refuse to renounce 
allegiance to the Vatican. 

Robinson said some of tbe religious 
leaders told her they had good relations 
with unofficial churches and that reli- 
gious liberties had “improved greatly.” 

“I think it’s important to recognise 
that there have been improvements 
in... freedom of ' religion,” said 
Robinson, who is halfway through a 
10-day trip to China — the first ever 
by a U.N. high commissioner for 
human rights. 

Monday, the former Irish president is 


to return to Beijing to meet with 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin. 

In Shanghai, Robinson visited a 
retraining centre for laid-off workers, 
where she said the curriculum included 
instruction on legal rights. She said she 
offered to collaborate on educational 
programmes. 

China responds to human rights com- 
plaints by arguing that its first priority 
is to raise living standards and provide 
stability. 

Calling poverty “an acute denial of 
many human rights,” Robinson noted 
that during a one-day visit to Tibet last 
week she saw not only a Buddhist 
monastery but also irrigation and 
forestry projects. 

“It's important that as high commis- 
sioner I note where there is progress 
made ... and that I have a fair 
approach,” she said. 

Robinson said that while in Tibet she 
was unable to see a dissident monk or 
find the whereabouts of a boy not seen 
in public since the Dalai Lama named 
him a high Buddhist cleric three years 
ago. 

However, she added, “it’s not ever a 
case of getting instant answers. I 


regard this as the start of a continuing 
process." Robinson was concerned 
about monk Yulo Dawa Tsering 
because he was arrested after speaking 
to a U.N. human rights team in 1994. 

A member of a European Parliament 
delegation that saw him two years ago 
said Tsering was “not the master of his 
own movements.” Chinese officials 
would not disclose the whereabouts of 
nine-year-old Gendun Choekyi Nyima 
but said he was with his family. 
Robinson said. 

The boy has not been seen since the 
May. 1995, announcement thar he was 
the reincarnation of the Pancben Lama, 
the highest-ranking spiritual leader in 
Tibet since the Dalai Lama fled into 
exile 40 years ago. Chinese officials 
forced the Tibetan clergy to choose a 
replacement 

Robinson also expressed concern 
about the arrest of a dissident's wife, 
who was dragged away from her 
Beijing hotel by police. Chu HaiJan, 
who was held for eight hours, told 
reporters that police had beaten her. 

“I was very concerned that., she suf- 
fered directly as a consequence of 
wishing to see me," Robinson said. 
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New era for Russia 

THE CONFIRMATION of Yevgeny Primakov 
as the new Russian prime minister by the 
Russian Duma on Friday offers hopes for the 
country to forge national unity that has eluded 
it since the collapse of the communist order. By 
endorsing Primakov's appointment with an 
overwhelming majority, 317 votes against only 
63, the Duma, which twice rejected President 
Boris Yeltsin's previous choice, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, is encouraging solidarity in 
favour of the new prime minister. Dubbed as a 
compromise candidate, Primakov enjoys the 
respect and trust of communists who remain in 
control of the Duma. While committed to con- 
tinue the reforms already under way in the 
country, the new premier has called for a 
“reformed reform’' movement in the country 
that would take into consideration a variety of 
factors including the obvious need for a greater 
state role in running the collapsing economy. 

With the country's currency plnmmeting and 
the economic recession deepening, there is 
growing evidence that following blindly the 
notion of free market economy in a nation that 
has no tradition in private enterprise would 
prove unsuccessful. Primakov was quick to say, 
to the satisfaction of the majority of Russians 
that “the government should intervene in eco- 
nomic affairs and regulate them." He hastened 
to add, however, that the return to some state 
control did not signal the return to a regiment- 
ed state-run economy. 

The appointment of Viktor Gerashchenko, an 
old-band Soviet banking official, to head the 
Russian Central Bank is also a clear signal of 
rising dissatisfaction with wild capitalism that 
characterised the nation’s economy over the 
past few years. The new thrust in Moscow it 
seems is to establish a national unity govern- 
ment representing the country's various trends 
and ideologies. As Yeltsin said after the appoint- 
ment of Primakov, a major crisis was avoided 
by compromise between the conflicting political 
and economic forces. 

For the Middle East, the endorsement of 
Primakov, an expert on the Arab-Israeii con- 
flict, could mean an independent Russian policy 
on peace-making in the region — certainly a 
big relief. The peace process has so far suffered 
many setbacks because of Russia's near aban- 
donment of its role as a co-sponsor of the 
process together with the U8. Primakov is 
therefore expected to pay greater attention to 
the problem facing the Arab World including 
Iraq. 

The entire new order should gain from the rise 
of Russia from the ashes of the collapse of the 
former Soviet order. A strong Russia would add 
an important element to world and regional 
security. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's Fahed Fanek called on the Syrian leadership 
to reconsider its policy towards Jordan and stop the pro- 
paganda campaign which will not turn Jordan into 
another Lebanon. The writer lashed out at Syria for 
sending dirty water to Jordan. He said Jordan and Syria 
are brothers, and it is not in their interests to behave 
antagonistically toward each other. Good relations are 
good for both countries, said the writer. The Turkish 
visit to the region carried a message to the Syrian lead- 
ership — Turkey can deal w ith any country in the Arab 
World and deal with it without Syria. The Turkish move 
will make Syria feel isolated in the region, added the 
writer. Turkey never considered including Jordan in a , 
political coalition, because Ankara understands that | 
Jordan cannot help it in its war with Syria. Iraq or 
Greece, added Fanek. 

Al Dustour. in its editorial, slammed Israel for killing 
Adel and Imad Awadallah. members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas). The Arabic daily said 
Israel intended to kill the two brothers at this stage in 
order to kill what is left of the peace process. Israel 
started a war against the peace process, and what hap- 
pened is only the beginning of a series of crises in the 
region, added the paper. The paper added that Israel 
knew it would enrage all the Palestinians in the West 
Bank. Gaza and the rest of the occupied territories. The 
paper ruled out any possibility of the United States 
exerting pressure on the Israeli hardline prime minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to bow to the Oslo accords. The 
paper also called on the Arab countries to send the Oslo 
file to the United Nations to study it and pressure Israel 
to succumb to the signed agreements. 


Economic review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 




Making economic policy work 


EVEN AS Jordan begins to feel the real force and conse- 
quence of economic policy, such as the costs of opening 
trade and the related domestic interventions of the late 
eighties and early- to mid-nineties, the design and intro- 
duction of such policies is carried out with spontaneity 
and little or no prior design. In fact, policy-makers have 
become more reactive than pro-active (the latter being the 
desired state of affairs), a huge shortfall in the age of eco- 
nomic policy reform. What is called for is to institution- 
alise the function of policy-making through a pro-active 
economic policy forum. 

The making of policy is an involved process, which 
requires political acumen plus the ability to sell the poli- 
cy to the public. In other words, even though the design 
of policy is based on the use of sophisticated tools and 
voluminous data, the policy output must be a simple state- 
ment that is logical and dear to state- and laypersons 
alike. After ail, it is the acceptance of policy by the wider 
public audience that matters the most, because their 
acceptance of such policy leads ultimately to their owner- 
ship of it (which in and of itself is not a small feat), there- 
by ensuring commitment and. later, successful implemen- 
tation. 

Consequently, a policy sold is a policy made, and struc- 
tural adjustment would be speeded up and not only 
endured, but sought and implemented. 

Unfortunately, the reverse is also true. A policy that is 
made in the hallways of power without the necessary 
“political marketing" that is required delivers “alien" 
policies that are tagged as World Bank or IMF-made-for- 
Jordan frameworks. Such policy can easily be rejected as 
alien and fought on the basis of national interest or patri- 


otism. As a result, the policy is ultimately discarded as it 
becomes burdensome to its initiators; a tragedy that could 
usher in one economic disaster after another. 

Pro-active economic policy can save Jordan hundreds 
of millions of dollars. For example, the Jordan 
Telecommunications Corporation (JTC), which in many 
experts’ view should be the flagship of the privatisation 
drive, is still owned 1009r by the government. Today, the 
discussion still centres on whether a strategic partner 
should have been chosen or not (even though four years 
ago US$10 million were spent to put this issue to rest, and 
1 1 years ago plans had already been made to sell it to the 
private sector). This issue, had there been a pro-active 
economic policy approach, would have been fully 
addressed and resolved by now. What went wrong? 
Public education had been and continues to be complete- 
ly ignored. The worries and fears of the general populace 
should have been allayed by complete disclosure through 
the proper and institutional use of the media. The delays 
in selling the 40% share of JTC to a strategic partner have 
cost the budget several hundred million dollars and the 
future of the privatisation drive looks dim — the market 
now is almost saturated with national telecommunications 
carriers which are in literal competition with each other in 
a globally turbulent and bearish market. 

An other example of the need for a pro-active policy 
forum, is the status of the Antitrust Law. Jordan’s most 
significant piece of economic legislation yet; it is still not 
accepted by the public even though the public has consis- 
tently complained of price gouging and monopolistic 
practices that have stifled the development of commerce 
and investment for several decades. The Law, which is 


still to be introduced, continues to face antagonism 
among industrialists due to their lack of knowledge of its 
contents and benefits (somehow, their participation was 
delayed until after the law was drafted as smuggled unof- 
ficial copies found their way to the press mid their 
offices). Such attacks on good policies make them bad 
policies, regardless of how urgently they are needed. 

However, no new piece of legislation has suffered as 
much as the Pension Fund Law. It was leaked to the 
media a few months ago, long before it was properly 
introduced or even debugged by the experts who wrote it. 
thus causing a furore as non-experts jumped the wagon of 
rent-seeking with vicious attacks on what could have 
been a perfectly sound law. Policy-makers, caught by sur- 
prise did not have a chance to defend it and it was prompt- 
ly withdrawn until further notice from that Cabinet s 

agenda. , . 

In an age where the issue of structural adjustment is a 
matter of making new policies and successfully imple- 
menting them, the art of policy-making should not be 
ignored or relegated to non-specialists as a trivial luxury. 
Moreover, policy should be made with transparency and 
public participation. On the 20th of last month, HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan gathered representatives of the peo- 
ple to discuss issues that spanned not only economic pol- 
icy. but also the making and the design of peace. This 
spirit should be replicaced at all levels within well- 
designed frameworks to guarantee that beneficial policies 
are not shelved because the public was ignored. The time 
has come for the creation of a pro-active policy forum that 
properly performs the task of analysis, design and selling 
of policy; let's not wait too long. 






Protecting women 

To the editor: 

THE ARTICLE on women in Afghanistan (JT, 
September 7). like many others printed recently in the 
Jordan Tunes and the world's media, brings to tight the 
plight of the Afghan women at the hands of illiterate 
trigger-happy bearded Talebans, in a country that has 
seen and survived mass destruction and loss of millions ( 
of lives in the last two decades of “Jihad." That is, dur- 
ing the Muslims’ fight for freedom, which received, 
interestingly, strong moral and great material support 
from many freedom-loving countries of the West. 

Nobody will dispute the right of women, and of all 
human beings, to protection from exploitation, degrada- 
tion and disgrace. Women need and must be guaranteed 
this protection, not only in war-tom Afghanistan, but in 
all societies, without exceptions. 

, Isu’X it ironic that, such protection seems to be very 
needed for young working women in some of the most 
decent places of our tiiftes — the offices of the state 
governors, politicians and even presidents? After all, 
Ms. Lewinsky and Ms. Jones were not living in the wild 
wary world ruled by uncivilised fundamentalist 
Taleban. 

Dr. Masud Ahmad Malik, 
Sweileh. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as well. 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances. Utters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 


The Middle East and 
King Rehoboam’s ghost 


A sobering lesson on the abuse of power 
from the Old Testament still holds true for 
modem Israel . writes Roy E. Skinner 

RELIGION HAS seldom been an easy sub- 
ject to raise in any political or social envi- 
ronment. A forbidden subject in certain cir- 
cles, it frequently results in bitter intolerant 
exchanges causing divisions in society and 
even families: not only in Northern Ireland. 

In the Middle East for half of my profes- 
sional life, I felt the influence of religion in 
local and across-border politics and there- 
fore my work. Religious views slanted 
political discussion, the thrust of many mil- 
itary and terrorist operations and domestic 
policies affecting human rights. 

In the dosing hours of the Middle East 
war in June 1967. a delegation of non- 
Zionist Ultra-Orthodox Jews (Haredim) 
came to see me at my bomb-scarred win- 
dowless United Nations headquarters in 
Jerusalem. We met outside the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan-Israel Mixed Armistice 
Commission, in an area between the now 
non-recocnised armistice demarcation lines 
running through the city. The rabbi leading 
the delegation asked me to give a petition to 
King Hussein . Such was outside my organ- 
isation's role. 

The document's intent was to call upon 
Jordan to continue and win the war — to rid 
the Jewish people in Israel oF their illegal 
and evil government. The rabbi declared 
that rule by a Muslim king was preferred to 
a government of Jews who had usurped the 
role of God. He said the new Israel would 
be established by their Messiah and not by 
power. 

On my first trips outside the region I was 
repeatedly told in several Christian settings 
how privileged I should consider myself in 
that I bad seen first hand the fulfilment of 
God's will: the taking of all of Palestine for 
the new' Israel. I was told the rabbi had mis- 
interpreted the scriptures. 


For the next 30 years 1 was to experience 
closely the increasing religious and secular 
divisions within Israeli society and the con- 
fusions of many Christians elsewhere. Few 
shared my view that in the euphoria of war 
victory lay the seeds of occupation and 
moral defeat. Some who did so were Israeli 
Jews who still work for a non-exclusive 
national security based on a just peace. 

In Jerusalem during some of the follow- 
ing years I saw the non-Zionist Ultra- 
Orthodox take advantage of the govern- 
ment authorities they had despised. West 
Jerusalem has become the religious ghetto 
of Israel. The lawmakers of the municipali- 
ty have become hostages to demands for 
the observance of religious law and cus- 
toms. 

The rightist government of Israel has 
become the schizophrenic hostage to both 
the non-Zionist and the Zionist Ultra- 
Orthodox Jewish lobbies, its own propa- 
ganda and the ballot box. First to ihc pow- 
erful minority group of Zionist Ultra- 
Orthodox Jews, mostly armed immigrant 
settlers on Palestinian land, and their 
nationalist secular supporters. With and 
without a belief in a God supporting their 
claim to land, they believe strongly in the 
power of their guns and the voting power of 
a population made fearful for its security. 
Almost equal first are the demands for the 
legal implementation of Jewish religious 
law and custom throughout the land. ~ 

Secular Jews, the majority of the Israeli 
population, sec their country divided on 
such issues and on the identity and exis- 
tence of Israel itself. Heated debate contin- 
ues on Jewish identity, and Jewish groups 
outside Israel ponder their Jewishness. 

The exercise of universal morality and the 
practice of human rights have become 
repeated casualties in the thrust for nation- 
hood and a one-sided security. The end as 
seen by many Israeli leaders, albeit repre- 
senting a minority bv number, until the U- 


tum of the courageous former and assassi- 
nated prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, justi- 
fied to their satisfaction whatever means 
were employed to maintain dominance 
over the displaced and occupied 
Palestinians. 

Power is not authority. Eloquently 
expressed persuasion from a position of 
military and economic strength has no 
moral superiority over the appeal of the 
oppressed. Whether of Ireland. Germany. 
Iran or the republics of the former Soviet 
Union or of Yugoslavia, the scars of history 
remain vivid. 

The Jewish Bible — the Christian Old 
Testament — contains at least one lesson 
for all time. It matters little if one has the 
12th-century Jewish Moses Maimonide’s 
view of those scriptures (not to be taken 
completely literally) or the 20th-century 
Christian Jim Packer's view (the inerrancy 
of the scriptures is not to be questioned) 
echoing Vatican U. 

The story is recorded of the unwise, 
incompetent son and successor to King 
Solomon in the 10th century BC. As told in 
I Kings:12 the new King Rehoboom decid- 
ed to impose his authority over the whole 
kingdom of the Israelites. Ignoring the 
advice of wiser men, he tried to implement 
with oppression the wishes of his own ego- 
building supporters. He set the stage for 
civil war, the weakening and division of his 
country and its subsequent destruction by 
outsiders. 

Exclusive religion and state never did mix 
well. Many citizens of John Calvin’s 16th- 
century city-state of Geneva would have 
agreed. The Jewish Israeli peace activists 
share much with Muslims and the tolerant 
Christians of tbe Middle East (including 
Israeli Christians). Peace in the Middle East 
must be based on justice and not religion or 
on strength of possession or occupation. 
While the Nazi Holocaust against six mil- 
lion Jews and eight million others must not 


be forgotten, it is a dangerous distortion to 
give it the status of a religious cult. 

Many of those who preach with a Bible in 
one hand and a gun in the other, and many 
of those who cannot accept the relevance of 
the ancient Jewish religion in the 20th cen- 
tury, have made the memory of the 
Holocaust an uncomfortable common rally- 
ing point for political recognition, support 
and action, ft dominates in the economic 
and cultural fields where all else may fail. 
The world's conscience cannot be held 
hostage to this atrocious blot made on 
humanity by the bestiality of others. Such 
would dishonour even those who died. 

The Israeli minister for infra-structure, 
Ariel Sharon, when defence minister in the 
1980s. told me that the Palestinians would 
never prevail. As the ailing leadership of 
the Palestinian Authority looks over its 
shoulders to the growing influence of the 
militant Hamas movement, Sharon may 
recall the financial and political encourage- 
ment given by his government to the water- 
ing of the movement's early roots in Gaza. 
At the same time, the Israeli leadership, in 
looking over its shoulders, may sense the 
stalking of the ghost of King Rehoboam. 
Recently a retired Israeli brigade comman- 
der and peace activist told me that the 
ftiture for a united Israel was at serious risk 
from within. 

The battered body of the Israel-Palestine 
peace process lies on the side of the Jericho 
road. It must not be joined by destroyed 
hopes and work of peace-seeking Israelis. 
Both groups of people need recognition and 
secunty but not one at the other’s expense. 

it is late but not too late to work for a 
bt national state based on equal rights. 

Rov E. Skinner is an Australian a former 
director m the United Nations and author 

(1995) ™ 10 Baghdad t %7- 1992 

— The Canberra Times 
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The Madaba project made plain 


that are relevant to today’s 
challenges. 

Industry is also discussed 
as part of the ancient econ- 
omy, including agriaihme- 
related activities such as 
spinning and weaving, 
metallurgy, pottery and 
jewellery. The description 
of ancient spinning and 
weaving is most flluminar- 
ing, and easily understand- 
able thanks to some fine 
photos of artefacts and also 
of contemporary women 
working in these fields. The photos 



Ab dent Ammonites & Modem 
Arabs: 5000 years in the Madaba 
plains (if Jordan 

Edited by Gloria A London and 
Douglas R. dark American Cen- 
tre of Oriental Research (ACOR), 
Airman, 1997, 71 pp^ colour and 
Mack and white photos, illustra- 
tions, glossary, chronology. 
JDI 4 ($ 20 ). 

THIS IMPRESSIVE volume is a 
quick-and-easy read of just a few 
hours, but it is also one of the best 
(aid few) examples of bow archae- 
ologists can make their research 
results more easily accessible, 
understandable, and relevant to the 
general public The Madaba Plains 
project is also an appropriate jump- 
ing off point for such an exercise, 
given the scope and depth of its 
research and the compelling conti- 
nuity and parallels that one can 
trace in the cultures of this region 
during the past 5000 years or so. 

The Madaba Plains is that area 
north and east of the Dead Sea that 
stretches from Amman in fee north 
u> Madaba and Tell Jalul in the 
south, comprising a series of exca- 
vated archaeological tells as well 
as several site and hinterland sur- 
veys. The Madaba Plains region 
foQs within the wider ancient 
region of Ammon and northern 
Moab, bounded on the north by the 
Zarqa River and on the south by 
the Wadi Mujib. 

Important historical develop- 
ments took place here in (he Late 
Bronze and Iron Ages, as urban 
civilisations developed apace and 
the tribal confederations of die 
time started taking on ‘national' 
identities and changing into the 
forerunners of modem ‘nation- 
states.’ The Ammonite and 
Moabite people from those periods 
are known from historical sources 
such as the Bible and Assyrian and 
Egyptian records, and their materi- 
al culture is becoming better 
known thanks to many ongoing 
archaeological excavations. 

This bode “explores the relation- 
ship between the human and phys- 
ical emironraertt in all the potential 


dimensions of life, culture, and his- 
tory in the Madaba P lains, 1 * 
according to the introduction. It 
notes chat "at times settlements 
would intensify in number, but a 
decline in population would even- 
tually follow,” as political and eco- 
nomic realities impacted on the 
course of human civilisation in this 
region. 

The book focuses heavily on the 
major and continuing project exca- 
vations at Teh Hisban and Tell 
‘Umayri, south-west of Amman. 
Other project digs have taken place 
at Tell Jalul, Tell Jawa, and smaller 
sites within the Madaba Plains. 
The wide ranging nature of the 
project's components aims to doc- 
ument the relationship between the 
large and small ancient sites, 
between urbanites and rural folk, 
between farmers and pastoralists, 
and — most interestingly, in my 
view — between the human val- 
ues, social relations and material 
lifestyles of people in antiquity and 
today. It also examines a variety of 
sectors, including plant and animal 
remains, geology, hydrology, and 
ethnography, and, most important- 
ly, it tries to reconstruct the long 
ancient cycle of how people in this 
region adapted to their environ- 
ment and the changing circum- 
stances of their history. Archaeolo- 
gy is fascinating as a science and a 
scholarly discipline, but its full 
worth can rally be attained if its 
practitioners make the link 
between their digging in the 
ground and the lives of people 
today. 

This is one of the achievements 
of this volume, and it deserves 
careful study by other scholars 
who may be wondering how their 
work could receive more acknowl- 
edgement or support 

Following the introduction, 
chapter two reviews the natural 
environment and how people 
either protected or neglected their 
natural assets (neglect and deterio- 
ration have tended to be dominant 
in the last two millennia, resulting 
in the disappearance of ancient oak 
forests ami their associated deer 


and wild pig, for example). 

Chapter three is about the people 
of ancient Ammon and modem 
Jordan — including a fasc inating 
parallel between tribal settlement 
policies of the Ottomans last centu- 
ry and the Assyrians some 2500 
years ago. A brief review of the 
successive cultures and civilisa- 
tions since the Stone Age docu- 
mented in this 
area is a capsule 
history of 
humankind itself, 
recounting the 
transitions from 
nomadic hunter- 
gatherers to set- 
tled farmers and 
villagers to urban 
traders living in 
walled towns. 

The ups and 
downs of the per- 
manent ancient 
settlements at 
Tell ‘Umayri and 
Hisban are neatiy 
summarised, 
from the first one 
in the Chalcolith- 
ic era (around 
4500-3000 BQ 
until the modem 
v illage . 

Religion is the 
subject of the 
next chapter, 
which tire text 
says has been "a 
powerful soda! 
force" in antiqui- 
ty as today. Modem M uslim and 
Christian practices are mentioned, 
and ancient gods and goddesses 
are also reviewed. The continuity 
and change evident in religious 
practices throughout the millennia 
are among the fascinating dimen- 
sions of archaeology, and this text 
captures that very nicely and with 
sensitivity. 

The next chapter entitled ‘Settle- 
ments’ reviews the different man- 
ner in which people have lived in 
this region throughout history, 
including in open villages, walled 
towns, semi-nomadic camps. 


underground caves, open agricul- 
tural complexes, large field towers, 
forts, and other facilities. This is the 
most fascinating chapter in the 
book, in ray view, for it allows the 
non-speciahst reader to appreciate 
the meaning of the often confusing 
remains of stone walls that archae- 
ologists usually dig up. The discus- 
sion of some of the smaller sites. 


such as Rujm Salim agricultural 
estate and Al-Drayjat fort, is espe- 
cially satisfying, for these sec- 
ondary sites often get lost among 
the larger towns and tells of ancient 
Jordan. Well chosen and high qual- 
ity photos and drawings make 
these issues easily understandable, 
which is why this bode transcends 
the Madaba Plans focus on 
ancient Ammonites and modem 
Arabs, aod can be used as an excel- 
lent introduction to archaeology as 
a whole. 

‘Architecture* is the title of the 
next chapter, which reviews the 


many different means by which 
people found shelter throughout 
the millennia. 

Seasonal cave dwellings, mobile 
rents, built stone and mudbrick 
homes, and other forms of shelter 
arc discussed and explained. Hus 
section reveals the variety of ways 
in which hardy and flexible people 
have adapted to the environment 
over time — and still 
do so today. 

The agricultural 
sector was usually 
the base of the econo- 
my in ancient times, 
and remains impor- 
tant today in this area, 
though permanent 
settlement has hugely 
replaced seasonal 
nomadism as the 
dominant lifestyle of 
the local population. 
The scholars of the 
Madaba Plains pro- 
ject have promoted a 
field of study they 
call "food systems." 
which examines ail 
the ways in which 
people over time 
have produced, 
processed, stored, 
exchanged, prepared, 
served, and eaten 
food. Among the 
captivating dimen- 
sions of die issues 
explored in this chap- 
ter are crop diversifi- 
cation, social mecha- 
nisms to promote community soli- 
darity, the balance between herd- 
ing and cultivation, and regional 
economic integration. It is perpetu- 
ally fascinating that so many of the 
issues that were important to 
ancient societies in this region 
remain priority issues today — 
thus hi ghlight ing the relevance of 
studying the past for contemporary 
Jordanians and Arabs. One of the 
areas where archaeologists, anthro- 
pologists and other scholars can 
make a greater contribution to then- 
world is to draw lessons from then- 
documentation of ancient cultures 


of ancient metal pieces, including 
jewellery, are both beautiful to 
view and very helpful to under- 
standing the human cultural values 
of the times described. 

The economy chapter concludes 
with a review of how limestone 
was important for food processing 
(wine and oil presses), staring 
water in underground cisterns and 
large pools, and building bouses 
and other structures. 

One of the strengths of this book 
is its constant focus on human 
beings and their values and behav- 
iour, as tiie central actors in the 
archaeological saga, which is often 
lacking in many scholarly studies. 
Chapter 8 reviews the ancient diet 
and hospitality, which were related 
in the past as they are today in Arab 
and Jordanian culture. Writing and 
ancient scripts are die subject of 
chapter 9, which is a brief but rich 
overview of the Ammonite lan- 
guage and its links to other ancient 
languages. 

Social Administration is the sub- 
ject of chapter 10, which looks at 
modem government and ancient 
social status. Hie review of seal 
inscriptions and their meaning is 
especially interesting. The book 
ends with a chapter on traditional 
roles of men, women and children, 
and the modem family in Jordan 
today. 

The conclusion notes that this 
study looks at the past but ‘it is also 
a study of ourselves with an eye to 
the future.” It ends by noting cor- 
rectly: “The ancient Ammonites, 


including their neighbours, the 
Canaanites, Edomites, Moabites, 
and Assyrians, are the ancestors 
not only of modem Jordanians, bur 
in many ways of all of us." This 
linkage between the study of the 
past and contemporary culture 
today throughout the world is not 
sufficiently made by many schol- 
ars, but it is explained well in this 
book. The book ends with a very 
useful glossary, a chronology of 
ancient periods, and three pages of 
suggestions for further reading. 

This reasonably priced book 
makes a fine gift for visitors or 
family from abroad, and should be 
particularly useful far students 
who have no background in 
archaeology. Though it only has 
some 60 pages of text and photos, 
it packs a substantial amount of 
information into this space and 
illustrates the text well with photos 
of ancient remains and contempo- 
rary human activities. 

Both ACOR and the Madaba 
Plains Project ream are to be con- 
gratulated for producing tins vol- 
ume. which allows the general 
public to share in the facts and the 
ftm of archaeology without having 
to wade through very technical 
material. The book clarifies many 
aspects of die past it also reminds 
us that our lives today continue to 
be defined by values, constraints, 
and opportunities that have been 
constant features of our physical 
and human landscape fen- thou- 
sands of years. 

The book is evaSiMefim ACOR in Amman. 



The area of the Madaba Plains Project fieldwork 
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Americans use ‘inappropriate’ English 


By Mark Egan 

Reuters 

ERIK WENSBERG dreams of 
a day when Americans wiD say 
what they really think rather 
than spewing out amorphous 
buzz wends that have become so 
pervasive even President Bill 
Clinton uses words that are "not 
appropriate.” “The urge to imi- 
tate what other people say 
instead of saying with a link 


thought whatever you actually 
mean is terrifically strong,'’ lan- 
guage expert Waisbeig told 
Reuters in an interview, adding 
with a chuckle: ‘It's possible at 
times to feel there is a current 
vocabulary of about 17 words. 
We don’t seem to be afraid to 
bore each other.” He should 
know, having spent every spare 
hour in the last few years toiling 
over the first revision of Wilson 
Foliett’s classic reference bode 


‘Modem American Usage — A 
Guide.” Among the most visible 
offenders recently. Wensbeig 
said, was Clinton, who told the 
nation in a televised address in 
August that he had had a rela- 
tionship with onetime White 
House intern Monica Lewinsky 
that was “not appropriate.'’ “It 
seemed to me that, since he was 
willing to call the relationship 
‘wrong.’ which he did in die 
next breath, he need not have 


gone to the bother by using that 
fancy phrase 'not appropriate,’ 
whidr implies a clinical distance 
that doesi’t suit the case,” 
Wensbeig said. “He was, after 
all, talking about himself." Oth- 
ers also have bristled at Clin- 
ton’s usage, saying "not appro- 
priate” should be reserved for 
such things as garish attire, not 
sex with a White House intern 
in her early 20s. 

But Wensberg adds another 
thought Strictly speaking, the 
only people who should be 
referring to a relationship in 
those terms is a therapist practis- 
ing the fine art of psycho bab- 
ble. ‘There's no one in the 
country who doesn't have an 
opinion about tbe 
( Clinton/Lewinsky) relationship 
now and couldn’t call it by 
plainer words,” be said. 

Much has changed since 
"Modem American Usage" 
came out in 1966, and now 
more than ever Americans seem 
io have trouble figuring out 
what to call each other without 
offending anyone. 

What should we call the poor? 
"The poo- themselves know 
who they are but politicians and 
the press hardly know whar to 
call them,” Wensberg said of the 
conundrum. 

"They were once called the 
'underprivileged’ but the trouble 
with this is that it implies they 
were privileged but just less so 
than other people. Then they 
became ‘the disadvantaged,’ 
which raised the same difficulty. 
Most recently they were called 
the ‘underclass.' which made 
.some people uncomfortable 
because it sounds awfully per- 
manent," he said. 

So what should we call them? 
Wensberg suggested we call 
them like they are — the poor. 

The use of euphemisms — 
words which Wensbeig says 
"case a difficult situation, or a 
situation difficult to explain or 
not worth explaining ' — is def- 
initely on tbe rise. 

Amoicans arc at their wit’s 
end trying to figure out what to 
call their romantic interest, he 
mmL "‘My companion' has 
been tried out and ‘my partner’ 
lias been tried ouL ‘My signifi- 
cant other’ has been tried out 
and people began to laugh. Now 
one hears a great deal of ‘my 
friend,’ which leaves no one any 
the wiser/' As always in Ameri- 
ca. the issue of what to call the 
various ethnic and racial groups 
is still a tender spot 

"How does one choose 


among Negro, black, African 
American and Afro-American? 
It can be rather difficult and a 
number of excellent black writ- 
ers declined to be called Afro- 
American or African American 
because they think these terms 
scant the history of blacks from 
the West Indies or imply an 
African allegiance that they 
don’t feel,” Wensbeig said. 

One change since the book 
was first published is the 
remarkably quick shift in 
replacing ■Oriental," which was 
widely used just 15 years ago, to 
the now common “Asian.” 
Why was this? “Oriental, 
because it comes from the Latin 
word for east, was geocentric 
with the West,” Wensberg said. 

"Whom are Orientals east of? 
The name seemed to derive 
from where inhabitants of the 
United States stood and that did- 
n’t go down well with a great 
deal of Asians.” If Wensberg 
had to pick just one abuse of 
language, his desert island 
peeve, it would be what he sees 
as the computer industry’s kid- 
napping and desecration of the 
word "icon." An "icon," Wens- 
berg noted, is a painting, sculp- 
ture or carving of a religious 
personage — not something 
that can be found sprinkled 
about on a computer monitor. 
“Computer engineers, as they 
cobbled together computer lan- 
guage, abducted the word to 
refer to little drawings that signi- 
fy computer options. Somehow 
then it became open-season on 
the word.” On this topic, more 
than any other. Wensbeig 
became wound up and offered 
the following as some of the 
"inappropriate” uses of the 
word "icon” he has seen recent- 
ly in the press: “Old Coca-Cola 
bottles. bean-bag elms, 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. 
women in general, plastic bowl- 
ing pins, the Coney Island 
boanlwalk, wooden water 
tanks, plastic picture frames, a 
skyscraper, lamps, a civil-rights 
leader; a clothing srore. Wagner, 
paper cups, movie actors, artifi- 
cial Christinas trees, a radio 
comroentaior. a politician, a 
painter, the British theatre, a 
magazine rack, a min. a singer, 
an office chair, a composer, pop- 
corn and the Monroe Doctrine 
— that’s a partial list,” he said, 
sounding like he could contin- 
ue. 

Which made a reporter feel 
slightly guilty for doubleclick- 
ing an an "icon” to start writing 
This story. 


Career opportunities in a rapidly 
expanding insurance company 

Arig Health & General 
Insurance 
Company (EC), 
is a rapidly expanding 
professional insurer based in 
Bahrain. Tie company has 
launched a range of 
innovative insurance products 
throughout the Middle East. 

This exciting development 
opens up unique career 
opportunities with one of 
the most prestigious and 
well-respected financial 
institutions in the 
Middle East. 

Tbe Criteria for both positions 

To qualify for the above positions, you will need to be a university graduate with 
a minimum of 5 years' relevant insurance business experience. You must be 
commercially minded with a structured approach and demonstrate analytical, planning 
and problem solving skills. In addition you must have well developed communication 
skills, including proven ability in written and spoken English and Arabic. A sound 
knowledge of workflow process, administration principles and computer literacy is 
aiso required. 

T° apply, pirns jnyour CV and covering lour in English, quoting the "fttcncc number to: 

Manager - Human 'Resources, 

Arig Health & General Insurance Company 
Fax number 537291 (Bahrain). 



t Indent ruing Supervisor - Kc/.- ‘W 2 1 > 


We seek an Underwriting Supervisor to be a part 
of the development and implementation of 
underwriting policies of group and individual life 
and medical business. This position will be 
responsible for underwriting risks and ensuring 
adherence to the prescribed underwriting/ pricing 
guidelines, limits and authorities. Technical 
knowledge of underwriting, legal and taxation 
issues at a management level is required for this 
position. 


life Administration Supervisor - R<7- '■>S0l/2 


You will supervise all matters relating to policy 
and premium administration of life products. You 
will also assist with the development and 
maintenance of computerised systems, clerical 
procedures and all matters affecting customer 
policy /premium administration. The right candidate 
would have a thorough understanding of insurance 
policies, customer service principles and be able 
to supervise, handle and process high volume 
policy transactions. 



Post-Beijing 
strategies for 
change 


BOOK 
REVIEW 


Muslim Women and the Politics of Par- 
ticipation: Implementing the Beijing 
Platform, edited by Mahnaz Afkhami 
and Erika Friedl 

New York : Syracuse University Press , 

1997, I9S pages 

$19.95 

ACCORDING TO the editors of this 
book. The U.N.’s 4th World Conference 
on Women, held in Beijing in 1995. was 
a “threshold in 
women’s struggles 
for women’s 
rights; 189 nation- 
al governments 
signed a document 
that explicitly 
states that 

women’s rights are 
human rights and 
that all issues are 
women 's issues " 

(p. ix). Tbe point 
now is to go far- 
ther across this 
threshold towards 
implementing the 
Beijing Platform 
for Action, but 
"nowhere is this 
more difficult than 
in Muslim coun- 
tries where reli- 
gious authorities, 
anti-Western and 
anti-modernist sentiments, Islamist agen- 
das, and weak economies form very 
strong barriers to women’s realisation of 
their rights" (p. xiii). 

This judgement should not be construed 
to mean that Afkhami and Friedl are anti- 
Islam. Rather their focus is on the inter- 
action between power relations and 
social attitudes and practices which are 
often justified by religion: “Those whom 
customs privilege will seek to legitimise 
them by linking them firmly to theology 
or religiously inspired law” (p. xiv). In 
fact, the book includes essays from 
devout Muslims as well as secular femi- 
nists. While some of the authors evaluate 
the realisation of women’s rights in the 
context of state policies, structural 
adjustment, globalisation and privatisa- 
tion, others seek a radical reinterpretation 
of tbe Quran which would stipulate total 
equality between men and women. What 
is perhaps common to ail the essays is 
emphasis on the importance of education. 

Part 1 of Muslim Women and the Poli- 
tics of Participation analyses the impact 
of the Beijing Conference in countries 
such as Algeria, Afghanistan. Egypt, Iran. 
Libya, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Sudan. 

Part 2, entitled “Strategies for Change,” 


is arguably the most interesting and 
diverse section of the book. Azar Nafisi 
writes about the power of imagination to 
shape reality, taking as an example 
Shahrzad’s story-telling in One Thousand 
and One Nights, which not only saved her 
life, but led to more humane governance 
in the kingdom where she lived. On a 
more contemporary note. Eileen Kunab 
explains the Women Studies Programme 
at Birzeit University, Palestine, which 
combines teaching, 
research, with 
community out- 
reach and gender 
intervention. Other 
essays discuss per- 
sonal status codes, 
developing 
women’s leader- 
ship skills, and the 
need for revitalis- 
ing tbe Beirut- 
based Institute for 
Women’s Studies 
in the Arab World. 
Also included is a 
sample from a new 
manual for 

women's human 
rights education in 
Muslim societies. 
In another, highly 
original essay, 
Nimat Hafez 
Barazangi writes 
about Islamic higher learning for women. 
This involves “seeing Islam in its sim- 
plest, most direct form,” since "deeper 
knowledge of the Islamic primary 
sources beyond the ritual religious acts, 
is the basis for Muslim women to effect a 
change" in their status (p. 43-44). 

Part 3 of the book provides information 
about the international organisations and 
national machinery in various countries 
which can or do play a role in imple- 
menting the Beijing Platform for Action. 
These range from UNIFEM to the World 
Bank, including positive mention of Jor- 
dan's Strategy for the Advancement of 
Women. 

All in all, this book stands out among 
recent anthologies on women due to its 
practical orientation. Most of tbe contrib- 
utors are activists as well as scholars. 
Though they are obviously well-versed in 
the various theories about why women 
are oppressed, their focus here is for- 
ward-thinking and action-oriented: What 
can be done to promote change in 
women’s situation in a way that will fur- 
ther the development of society as a 
whole? 

By Sally Bland 
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IMF short of cash as world financial problems mount 


WASHINGTON (R) —The 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said its reserves 
were running low after big 
rescue deals in Asia and 
Russia, leaving it with as lit' 
tie as $5 billion to cope with 
mushrooming problems 
elsewhere. 

First Deputy Managing 
Director Stanley Fischer 
told a news conference 
about the IMF's annual 
report, released on Sunday, 
that the fund had just $5 bil- 
lion to $9 billion available 
to lend, taking account of 
the need to let member 
countries draw on the cash 
they were depositing with 


the lending institution. 

But he said the IMF was 
nevertheless ready to do 
what it could to help Latin 
America, where countries 
have jacked up interest rates 
to protect currencies and 
where markets are reeling 
from the knock-on effect of 
Russia’s financial woes. 

Fischer called on the Unit- 
ed States and other coun- 
tries to come up quickly 
with extra cash. 

'The situation in the glob- 
al economy unfortunately, 
very regrettably, is becom- 
ing extremely difficult and 
the resources now available 
are limited in ways that are 


unhelpful to increasing con- 
fidence in the international 
system,” he said. 

But selling some of the 
IMF’s 104 milli on ounces 
of gold reserves was not the 
answer. Fischer said. 

“We are not going to oper- 
ate in a way which puts our 
shareholders' resources at 
risk,” he said. “We need to 
hold those gold reserves as 
the ultimate assurance to 
our members of the value of 
their claims on this institu- 
tion.” 

The IMF's annual report 
said countries borrowed 
S25.6 billion from the fund 
in the financial year to April 


30, nearly four times as 
much as in 1996/97. IMF 
liquidity ratios have fallen 
sharply. 

“As you can see today, the 
demands on the fund's 
resources are not declining 
right now” Fischer said. 
“The fund’s role in Latin 
America is also at issue." 

The IMF said on Friday it 
was ready to put together 
rescue packages for Latin 
American countries. But 
Fischer said the fund had 
not received a request for 
help. 

The IMF. set up to rebuild 
the world financial system 
after World War FI, receives 


money from member states 
in the form of quotas — 
effectively subscriptions to 
the institution. 

Rich countries also con- 
tribute to a special $23 bil- 
lion emergency fund, the 
General Arrangements to 
Borrow, which was used in 
July for the first time in 
almost 20 years to provide 
part of a big loan to Russia. 

Fischer declined to specu- 
late on what would happen 
if the U.S. Congress did not 
approve a Clinton adminis- 
tration request for $ IS bil- 
lion of extra cash, some of it 
to increase the quotas and 
some to create a new emer- 


gency fund, the New 
Arrangements to Borrow. 

But be made clear that 
failure to approve the 
money could have a bearing 
on Washington's role in the 
institution. The Lhiited 
States is the IMF's biggest 
shareholder and its IS per 
cent of the votes gives it 
veto power over major deci- 
sions. 

“There are decisions of 
enormous importance being 
made now about the role the 
United States plans to take 
in a global economic system 
that it ... created in 1945.” 
he said. 

“It is not a small decision 


to decide to abandon that 
system and I think we 
should not at this stage be 
crossing hypothetical 

bridges as to how the world 
would look if the U.S- Con- 
gress decides not to support 
the IMF,” he added. 

Fischer said he still hoped 
Congress would approve the 
extra cash, which would 
unlock payments from other 
states. 

‘There are countries out 
there who need assistance,” 
he said. "The system needs 
a functioning IMF, able to 
provide assistance to mem- 
bers who are doing the right 
thing and who, for reasons 


not under their control, are 
facing great difficulties.” 

Deputy finance ministers 
from rich industrialised 
countries are meeting in 
London on Monday to dis- 
cuss Russia's problems and 
work out what can be done 
there and elsewhere. 

Some observers expect 
mini sters to float the idea of 
a fund which could be dis- 
bursed to help countries 
combat speculative attacks 
on global markets. It could 
be unveiled at the annual 
IMF conference in October. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR QUALIFIED EXECUTIVES 

The Abu-Ghazaleh Group is the leading Arab group of firms proriding business services in the fields of auditing, 
management consulting, intellectual property registration, and legal services, serving clients from all over the world. 
We are seeking qualified professionals to assume the following positions in Jordan and abroad. 


Senior Auditor St 

Semi-Senior Auditors' - 

•A bachelor’s 'degree' In accounting or 
related discipline. Professional qualification 
in accounting Will .be preferred. 

• Minimum of 2 years experience as an .. 
auditor in a leading CRAfirm. - 

•Ability to. understand and implement, 
audit procedures .arid programs. 

• Good knowledge and experience in 
special auditing assignments. 

• Experience in client relationships. 


Regional; Director 
of TVainmg 

• Master’s degree in accounting, 
management, or related discipline, with 
certification as a trainer preferred. 

•Ability to improve and implement the 
in-house training, polides. 

• Minimum of 5 y^rs experience in training 
affairs in a leading Organization. 

• Knowledge of Continuing Professional 
Education programs and standards, course 
development, and teaching methods. 


Lawyers 

•Bachelor's degree in. Law and LLM degree 
or similar qualification (preferably from 
the UK, US, Canada, Australia); 

• Licence to practice law is preferred. 

• Minimum of 2- years experience in business 
law and/or intellectual property law. 


Candidates should be: - 
Fluent in English and Arabic and 
ready for relocation to other countries. 

Applications will be dealt 
with in strict confidentiality. 


Information Systems 
Manager 

> Bachelor's degree in Information Systems, 
Computer Science, or Computer . . 
Engineering. 

» Minimum of seven years experience 
covering the following areas: 

• Knowledge and working experience 
with UNIX, Oracle, and Internet 
administration. 

• Working experience with Routers, 
Bridges, ISDN, and communications. 

• Working experience with RrstClass 
Windows, Lotus Notes, databases, and 
cc Mail systems. 

•Working experience with LAN, WAN, 
NetWare V3. 1 1 , 3. 1 2, and 4. 1 system 
manager, Windows NT. 

•Working experience with DOS, 
Windows, Windows 95, MadntoshOS, 
VAXVVMS operating systems. 

•Working experience with PC and 
Macintosh Hardware / Software 
support, diagnostics, installation 
and upgrades. . 

•Working experience with DEC, HP 
and PDP systems hardware, RS-232 
communications! 

• Knowledge of C programming on 
UNIX operating system. 


THE ABU-GHAZALEH GROUP 

TAGIHOUSE,QueenNoorSt 
ySjijSj P.O.Box 921 1 00 Amman 1 1 192, 
full] ^ as ^ em(te Kingdom Of Jordan 
IHInl Attention: Mr. Fadi Kawar 
Tel. (++962-6) 566-9603 
Fax (++962-6) 569-6284 
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The Business of Information 




US Dollar 
DEMaric | 0.5801 I - 
GB Sterling 1.6730 24361 


0.5977 | 14875 130.66 

‘ 04187 77.08 


CH Franc 
JPYen 
GA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Curran 


US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar | 14104 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 2.65 
Qatar Dinar 04747 
Kuwait Dinar 34933 
Emirates Dinar 04723 
Lebanese/1000 0.66 


Egyptian 04939 


Last 


040 
1446 1448 

040 0.00 

12.90 1241 

129.00 129.00 


Metal Prices 


Metal Bid Offer 


2924 293.1 

5.02 54! 

364.3 3664 

1371 1374 

1695 


0.7207 12244 04302 

04077 I 14965 04571 14616 

14916 04225 14566 
0.0006 | 14122 04569 0.0829 
88.63 04124 7249 

0.1759 I 04979 0.1060 2449561 2246 


1.6166 167340 14114 5.6846 
04945 986.73 1.1278 34543 

2.5373 279843 3.1978 9.5102 
14923 120440 13748 
1.1604 1240 14844 

127040 14551 
04060 - 1142 

0.7932 87545 

04667 3341 33.6100 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


SAR BAH OAT 


0.7090 3.7505 04770 3.6398 04037 

64898 0.6317 5.1337 04283 

0.1890 - 0.1005 047 04810 

1.8807 94488 - 9.66 0.8055 

14304 14304 - 04834 

24349 124514 14415 11.99 

0.1930 14212 0.1026 04910 0.0827 

04674 24723 04485 24993 04002 

04084 1.1023 0.1108 14697 04892 



LBP . 


1517.00 

2139.63 

40448 

4024.09 

416.78 

499548 

41345 





Curve 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


524 

528 

4070 

4100 



Mid-East Currencies 


USD DEM GBP CHF I JPY 


04666 04521 0.16937 047022 
04723 046166 0.16275 0478061354872 
34933 5.58347 1.9685 4472471430478 
04770 449843 1.58554 
14883 34692 1.1878 I 2.7588 


Libor Fi 


-1- -3- - 

Month Months Mo 


54063 54383 

74414 74969 7.1172 

04375 04844 0.4922 

3.5313 3.5391 

FRF 1.5000 14313 1.6250 14875 

CHF 3.5000 34215 3.5332 3.5625 

ITL 5.2480 54100 44890 


• JOD Cross Rates 


Commodr 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (5/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (5/ton) 
Soya (cAbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice (5/tonl 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Ornamental 
container 
5 East of the 
Urals 
9 Cigar 
droppings 

14 Egg-shaped 

15 Coalition 

16 Lakeside 

17 Sight along the 
highway 

19 Presume 

20 Female sheep 

21 Mother's helper 
from abroad 

23 Impress clearly 

24 Despise 

25 At large 

27 Biblical weed 
30 Baauty parlor 
32 Fraction letters 
35 Musical dramas 

38 Take a break 

39 Greek letter 

40 Fueling stop 

43 Step into 
character 

44 Secret plan 

45 Domain 

46 Saftonor 
Caspian, e.g. 

47 Fortunate one® 

49 Words of 
comprehension 

50 Accepted 
practice 

52 New Mexico art 

colony 

55 Fairway call 
57 NFL running 
back Smith 
59 Quitters’ 
gathering 
62 Precise 
64 Sight along the 
highway 

66 Titha amount 

67 Ms. Fitzgerald 

68 Skin problem 

69 Frdgety 

70 Singer Diana 

71 Subsequently 

DOWN 

1 Cast a ballot 

2 Affirm 

3 Closeout, e.g. 

4 Building wing 

5 Approximately 


TMSPuzttBsOaci.com 
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By James E. Buell 
Fort Washington, MD 

6 Embankments 

7 Srrtdgen 

8 'Iliad* hero 

9 Egyptian cobra 

10 Loafers and 
wingtips 

11 Budget hotels 

12 Roberts or Idle 

13 NFL linebacker 
Joyner 

18 Sound 
sheepish? 

22 Perches 
24 Sub sandwich 

26 Scheduled next 

27 Forum garb 

28 Quickly 

29 Eatery i 

31 Narrow 1 

mountain ridge 

33 Task 

34 Recipient 1 

36 First Greek I 

letter 

37 Stored 2 

fodder 

41 30-day month j 

42 The one here 

48 Photographs ; 

51 Splinter groups 


BDDD BBE3B SEEDS 
QHHQ BBSS □DBBQ 
nosci soma deeds 

□BHHDQBDCinDnQQ 

asms hecj 
□BE □EEHDQBS EQQ 
BBQBB DHO QQE2S 
□□EIHQElDHHQnnnSQ 
DEES SEE □□EDS 
DSD □DCJI3DBS SSS 

□ns Hssn 
SEESSaSDSSQQSQ 
□□□HE ESSE DDES 
□nans □□an □□□□ 
□□□BE SESD BBQB 


Peanuts 


OwiKiMiiiMiBiMKW 
MiWlMmd 


53 Book of maps 

54 NY gambling 
parlor 

55 Greek 
cheesB 

56 Beasts of 
burden 

58 'Venus 
de_' 


59 -Mass in B 
Mindr- 
composer 

60 Sea eagle 

61 Paradise 

63 “Hallowed be 
_name ..." 

65 Feed-bag 
morsel 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



HBh 


NEKEL 


YAHND 


RENUNG 


DETHOB 


Print answer hero: a 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


■ ■ rs <*ts ** 

I . (Answers tomorrow) 

YMB'da* | CROAK NATAL RADIUM FABLED 

WR OUrS-"' 8 WPPte " °“» r 
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Labour study finds participation of women to 
be mostly in voluntary work , public sector jobs 


'** A- NEW study has revealed that the 
rale of women’s participation in the 
labour market is 23 per cent, less than 
expected compared to the percentage of 
women to the total population and in 
light of efforts exerted to increase their 
participation in the labour market. 

The study, conducted by the Princess 
Basma Women’s Resource Centre and 
'the Public Administration Institute, 
showed that the involvement of women, 
who hold the general secondary certifi- 
cate or the diploma certificate, at the 
low administrative level is higher than 
ihe women who hold baccalaureate, 
masters or doctorate degrees. In this 
context, the rate was found to be 3:1 
compared to 3:2 when both men and 
women are taken into consideration for 
the'some educational and employment 
levels. 

As to the various work areas, 
women’s participation was found to be 
highest in the voluntary sector at 39.3 
per cent, followed by 35.7 per cent in 
The public sector and 10 per cent in the 
private sector. In high administrative 
posts, only one woman was found to be 
involved out of 1,000 of the total 
employees covered in the study. The 
hijpwst rate was evident in the volun- 
tary work and the lowest was in the 
public sector. 

According to the study, there were 
only 10 women in leading posts at the 
institutions covered by the study. Two 
were working in the public sector, three 
in die voluntary social sector and five in 
the private sector where four of whom 
were running businesses that were 
owned by themselves or their families. 
Furthermore, the study pointed out that 


die benefits of investment in education 
did not reflect on the participation of 
women in high administrative jobs or 
leading posts. In this context, 17.1 per 
cent of the women had educational 
qualification after the baccalaureate 
degree and only 6.4 per cent per cent of 
those were working. 

Asked about the reasons that hinder 
the advancement of women in various 
types of jobs, decision-makers as well 
as women themselves specified irregu- 
lar working periods and the lack of 
enough interest by the working women 
themselves in professional and educa- 
tional development. Another reason was 
cited to be the negative perception of 
male bosses to the work of women. 

An analysis of why working women 
lack continuity in their jobs showed 
family concerns, marriage, pursuing 
education and seeking better work 
opportunities as the main factors. As 
such, the study recommended tr ainin g 
and rehabilitation programmes to boost 
the women’s administrative capabili- 
ties. 

The area where the women were 
found to have little participation were 
finance, economy, technical and legisla- 
tive fields in addition to consultations, 
media, and diplomatic corps. 

The study covered 118 Jordanian 
institutions of which 59 were from the 
public sector. 34 private and 25 non- 
governmental voluntary sector. The 
number of employees at those establish- 
ments totalled 188,249 persons who 
represent 55 per cent of the total work- 
force at the three sectors. The percent- 
age of women in the sample study was 
29.7 per cent (AJ Ra'i). 
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to get involved There’s work to 
twit’s calling to you. Yon don’t know how 
'accomplish this, but it’s important that] 
' needs what you can provide. Figure 
“provide it 

20 to May 20) It’ll be easy to learn 
?le to remember what you read and 
people do. If you know an expert at 
to learn, imitation would be espe- 
, it’s the smceresi form of flattery, 
i’to gabiing new skflis, you could gain a new 

: <May 21 to June 21) People who make lots of| 
/tend to create jobs because- they havejnoney to 
fandtiiings'lhey don’t want to do. Wouldn’t you like 
initial position? You’d be great at creating new jobs, 
iu ' ; ? mijjht bb able to think of one~ today. That will be| 
for gathering in the money that’s due' 



CER: (June 22 to July 21) To maximise conditions 
DfeSect now, finish up something you’ve been meaning 
fcsoci^lete. C“ ; ’ ru: w ^ "" nM 

parffle£'an old 

K£get tkf'ofit. 

apjrofit Does that give you any ideas?. 

LEC^/July 22 to August 21) People are making demands 
OQ you and you don’t like it You like to be the one mak- 
^-^-'^--uaods. Well, to be a good leader, you have to 
to follow. Today, you might as well be cheer- 
ISOjlSibf'iL You’ll' make a much better impression and it 
you’ll make more money, too. That ought to 

VffiG&'(August 22 to September 22) Get together with 
‘^jleaim and figure out what each of you is going to do 
gE&pjie tteperfeetperson to get that organised. Once 
yi^fefc^what needs to be done, you can communicate 
k^^tcXheirs. Then everybody will be clear and the! 
wbptefflpng will turn into play instead of work. . 
* ?K ^AV<September 23 to October 22) The moon is ini 
v ' ' Cancer often prods Libra to take action. 
w^uJy, your relationships with people with 

jm their charts can sometimes be confirontationaL 

Tfejtenfh i<, they do have a lot to teach you. Watch for the, 
le^^foday aod get it as quickly as possible. 

(October 23 to November 21) You’re power- 
[ yhamicf 'ahd your intuition should be right on tar- 
£ especially if you’re thinking of ways to serve 
If you notice yourself getting vindictive or| 
^ j^ tfnnl r instead about serving others. Who out 
[ffi^tK^-som^hm you can provide? It’ll snap you 
thatmood. ' , _ 

Bins.- (November 22 to December 21) Do 
yo&khCwHiow much money you have? Do you have 
assets yc^haven t counted yet? This is the perfect day to 
figufo ttoa what you’re worth. If you need help, ask for it, 
tot^tjjy. domg some basic counting yourself. Get your| 
af&ts nf ordw now and yoo’ll be very happy later. 

iRN: (December 22 to January 20) Listen 
d you. may hear the- call of destiny. Jt s urging 
/action, possibly including a change of loca- 
i/about to embark on a new adventure of yourj 
.You’ve been talking about it for quite some 1 
ftod can actually make it happen, 
t (January 21 to February 19) It looks like 
j^id.pay. Thai generally makes you uncom- 
' /in this case it could be inspiranonal 
__he mother of invention, remember? Youre 
wV^reon. Put all that studying you’ve been; 
^'W-work by corning up with another brilliant 

a,pys. '-- " , . _ r 

tehnmry ?fl to March 20) The sun s m vugo, 
e- annoying at times. Virgo always gives you 
& about how you should improve yourself , 
>«i^hoe is on the other foot. You can S lve 1 *® 
^interesting insights. You’re foil of them ngnt 
^ ^fbf thern are right on target 

^ ^ September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 








IDB sets up 
$1.5 billion 
fund for 
infrastructure 
projects 

RIYADH (AFP) — 
Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) has set up a 
SI. 5 billion fond to 
finance infrastructure pro- 
jects in member states, a 
statement released by the 
. bank said. 

The fund's aim is to 
“draw on the capital mar- 
kets resources to cover the 
needs of member coun- 
tries’ infrastructure pro- 
jects, especially energy, 
telecommunications and 
transport,” the bank said 
after a meeting of the 
board in the Red Sea port 
of Jeddah. 

IDB also gave grants 
totalling more than $210 
million to development 
projects in Muslim states 
and Muslim communities, 
the statement said. 

Grants include $29 mil- 
lion to Oman to expand a 
power station. $19 million 
to Indonesia for irrigation 
and $218,000 of scholar- 
ships for Sudanese stu- 
dents to study abroad. 


Saudi 

banks 

struggling 

with 

falling oil 
prices — 
Moody’s 


DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia’s banks could start 
experiencing asset quality 
problems if oil prices 
remain low, the U.S. credit 
rating agency Moody's 
Investors Service said in a 
report. 

No rating actions are 
anticipated “for the time 
being” but “some might 
occur” if oil prices were to 
continue at present level 
well into 1 999. it added in 
its Banking System 
Outlook for Saudi Arabia, 
the world’s top oil 
exporter. 

“The financial strength 
of the Saudi banking sys- 
tem is being threatened by 
low oil prices, and if they 
remain at such level, banks 
could stan experiencing 
asset quality problems 
later this year or in early 
1999." it said 

“Lower business vol- 
umes are already affecting 
banks, as the government 
cancels major projects and 
the private sector responds 
by taking a cautious 
approach to new invest- 
ment,” it added. 

The long term foreign 
currency deposits of the 1 1 
Saudi banks are rated Baa3 
by the agency which 
expects that “for the time 
being, the authorities 
would intervene to avoid 
any bank defaulting on its 
obligations, for both politi- 
cal reasons and to maintain 
their international reputa- 
tion." 

On the other hand. 
Moody’s said it identified 
three banks “which have 
reasonable' ‘chances ■ of 
receiving a higher financial 
strength rating over the 
medium terra: Saudi 

Hollandi Bank, National 
Commercial Bank and 
Riyadh Bank. 

The current financial 
strength rating for the three 
banks is respectively D 
plus, D plus and D. 

“However, it is difficult 
to envisage such actions 
being taken unless there 
are improvements in the 
prospects for oil prices or 
the economy," said 
Moody’s. 

The agency expects a 25 
per cent decline in oil 
prices to translate into a 
■ loss of earnings in the 
region of 17.5 per cent for 
the Saudi government, as 
oil income accounts for 
some 70 per cent of the 
Saudi budgetary revenue. 


Jordan to go ahead with U.S. firm 
to establish large bromine project 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment will proceed with its 
agreement with an 
American firm to establish 
the largest factory in the 
Kingdom to produce 
bromine despite Israeli 
protests. Information 
Minister Nasser Judeh said 
Sunday. 

Judeh, who was speaking 
at a weekly press briefing, 
told reporters that the agree- 
ment between the Jordan 
Potash Company and its 
subsidiary the Dead Sea 
Industries Company and the 


Vir gini a. -based the 

Albemarle company, con- 
cluded on May. 19, had the 
blessing of the govemmenL 

■The [agreement] is in 
line with the Investment 
Encouragement Law which 
aimed at bringing direct 
investments to the country,” 
the minister said. "The new 
venture will create hun- 
dreds of job opportunities in 
Jordan." 

Judeh said the agreement 
followed extensive talks 
with three foreign firms, 
including one Israeli com- 
pany. He added that the 
government decided to end 


its talks with- the Israeli 
firm. 

“The negotiations with the 
Israeli firms ended long 
ago," Judeh said, adding 
that there were enough rea- 
sons to end the talks, some 
of them “political." 

According to the $120 
million deal. Albemarle will 
finance 40 per cent of the 
project, and the rest of the 
capital will be raised 
through foreign loans. 

The American firm will 
provide engineering tech- 
nology in addition to mar- 
keting and manufacturing 
expertise needed in the pro- 


ject. 

The factory, which is 
expected to start its activi- 
ties by the year 2001 . is to 
produce 50,000 tonnes of 
bro mine and 35,000 tonnes 
of calcium bromide annual- 
ly- 

Arab Potash Company 
predicts that the venture 
will earn an annual income 
of $120 million. 

Bromine is widely used 
for polymers, pharmaceuti- 
cals, photographic chemi- 
cals. water treatment and 
petroleum products. 
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PAST IT MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


P / E 


DXV . 


NO. HO. or 
Or SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPEN 

PRICE 


CLbStt - 'CHANGE 
PRICE 


s 

355. MOO 

170.000 

ARAB BANK 


1B.4 

.89 

11 

170 

38243 

225.00 

224.75 

.25- 


2.100 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL 

BK. 

13.4 

4.24 

4 

975 

1608 

1.65 

1.65 

- 

s 

3.200 

1.030 

BANK OP JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

2 

1475 

1562 

1.06 

1.06 

M- 


1.300 

.870 

KID. EAST INV.BK. 

63.1 

0.00 

1 

500 

4B0 

.97 

.96 

-01- 

s 

2.680 

1.550 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BX. 

11.1 

6.56 

2 

7S0 

1105 

1. 58 

1.58 


s 

6.S10 

2.610 

THE HOUSING BK. 

19.2 

3.30 

13 

7252 

21973 

3.05 

3.03 

.02- 

5 

3.450 

1.760 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.8 

0.00 

1 

250 

448 

1.79 

1.79 

- 

S 

3.910 

1.690 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.8 

0.00 

3 

3050 

5324 

1.7S 

1.74 

.01- 

S 

3.900 

1.350 

JOR. INV. PIN. BANK 

22.9 

3.36 

9 

10492 

15399 

1.48 

1.49 

.01+ 


.930 

.600 

PHI LADEL. INV.BK. 

P 

0.00 

50 

7B407 

S6210 

.70 

.72 

.02* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 295 

00 XCBG: 

-0.17 

96 

103321 

142431 





2.850 

1.740 

JOR FRENCH XNSOR. 


9.26 

3 

2200 

5945 

2.70 

2.70 

_ 


2.350 

1.800 

ARAB LIFE IMSUR. 


0.00 

1 

100 

198 

1.95 

1.98 

.03* 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 127 

48 ZCHG: 

*0.16 

4 

2300 

6143 




5 

2.240 

1.470 


PWR. 

9.6 

5.57 

20 

10516 

15563 

1.48 

1.48 

_ 


1.460 

.740 

NATL. PORTTOL 

IO 

31.5 

0.00 

16 

17350 

13583 

.78 

.79 

.01+ 


1.120 

.680 

REAL ESTATE 3 

MV. 

14.3 

0.00 

1 

3000 

2190 

.73 

.73 

— 


.590 

.280 

JORDAN ZNTL.t 

RAO. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

290 

.29 

.29 

- 

5 

4.600 

1.880 

ARAB INTL.im 

.EOtJC. 

9.7 

2.04 

7 

7000 

13720 

1.97 

1.96 

.01- 


1.050 

.890 


ON 

20.5 

0.00 

3 

1500 

1340 

.89 

.89 

- 


1.830 

1.060 

UNIFIED CO. 


5.3 

9.24 

30 

13050 

15343 

1.14 

1.19 

.05* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS 

NDEXi 10 a 

79 ZCHG: 

+0.05 

■S 

53466 

62304 





1.160 

1.000 

ATTRNQKKB 


9 

0.00 

i 

1000 

1100 

1.10 

1.10 

- 


3.900 

1.B40 

JOR. CEMENT 1 

ACT. 

11.6 

5.61 

3 

1300 

2548 

1.96 

1.96 

— 


4.110 

1.600 

JOR.PHOSPHAT1 

MINES 

16.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

160 

1.60 

1.60 

— 

♦ 

6.500 

4.070 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

19.7 

5.00 

5 

20000 

80490 

4.10 

4.00 

.10- 


11.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL. RKF1NAR7 

10.3 

8.42 

6 

190 

2005 

10.52 

10.56 

.04* 


1.680 

1.060 

INDUSTRIAL OOHH.AGR. 

67.9 

0.00 

4 

879 

1009 

1.15 

1.15 

- 

5 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHAKH. KANF. 

7.4 

2.79 

28 

26396 

76237 

2.67 

2.69 

.02+ 

S 

5.590 

1.100 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

5.0 

8.70 

5 

2500 

2890 

1.14 

1.15 

.01+ 

5 

1.420 

.560 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

3 

900 

570 

.63 

.60 

■ .03- 


6.350 

4.700 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

6.8 

6.22 

6 

4330 

24449 

5.64 

5.63 

.01- 


.570 

.390 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

14.2 

0.00 

12 

18500 

7760 

.42 

.42 

- 


1.030 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

24.4 

0.00 

2 

5500 

4400 

.81 

.80 

.01- 


.620 

.330 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

225 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 


.590 

.300 

INTERNED. PETTO. CHEK. 

9 

0.00 

27 

35850 

12906 

.35 

.35 

— 


.690 

.370 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 


0.00 

2 

400 

148 

.37 

.37 

— 


1.760 

.760 

UNIV.CHEM. INDS. 

8.8 

9.30 

2 

200 

172 

.83 

.86 

.03* 

KJ 

2.300 

.700 

NATL. CABLE HIHK.HFAC 

34.7 

0.00 

6 

3750 

2775 

.72 

.74 

.02+ 


.730 

.380 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

8.1 

0.00 

42 

75400 

32250 

.41 

.43 

.02+ 

s 

1.290 

.530 

unrv. HQDN.ZND3. 

11.0 

8.70 

20 

20200 

13902 

.66 

.69 

.03+ 


.930 

.500 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

9 

0.00 

a 

4950 

2624 

.53 

.53 



1.080 .600 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 9^S 14.93 19 357S0 17094 

1-580 1.150 EL -ZAX READY HEAR 42.6 0.00 1 150 182 

S 1.310 .910 XMTL- TOBACCO 6.5 6.27 5 2400 2222 

S 1.220 . 860 ONION CH. 6 VEG. 11.3 0.00 2 1100 1122 

.890 .660 JORDAN STEEL 9.8 7.9S 17 21050 18097 

.710 .580 NAT.ALOMZKXDM.'- 35.2 0.00 75 123970 87984 

.670 . 530 KID. EAST COMPLEX 10.3 0.00 . ! 3 . 3000 .- '-.'-1710 


.65 
1.20 
.92 
- 1-05 
.85 
- 6 ? 
i‘se 


.67 

1.21 

.93 

1.02 

.88 


. 02 + 

. 01 + 

. 01 + 

.03- 

.03+ 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 80 

.21 ZCHC: 

-0.77 

307 

402301 

397073 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 177 

.39 ZCBG: 

-0.29 

487 

561388 

607950 





PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

13/09/1998 


N 

1.050 

.880 

EXPORT fi FIN.BNK.75Z 

16.3 

0.00 

1 

2000 

1260 

.89 

.88 

.01- 


.490 

.270 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

37 


.37 



.800 

.500 

UNION INV. 

■ 9 

0.00 

31 

64900 

34452 

.53 

.54 

.01+ 



.240 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

6 

lOOOO 

2600 

.26 

.26 





UNI. ARAB INVESTORS 

E 

0.00 

3 

1250 

1313 

1.00 

1.05 





JOR. INDS . MATCH -JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

7 

21500 

2325 

.10 

.11 



.600 

.270 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

9 

0.00 

6 

2826 

876 

.31 

.31 



.430 

.230 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

27.6 

0.00 

4 

4750 

1140' 

.24 

.24 




.260 

NATL . MULT . ENG . RAHXCO 

9 

0.00 

23 

33745 

9786 





1.900 

1.130 

UNION TOBACCO 87.52 

12.6 

6.35 

6 

2850 

524B 

1.90 






INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

1 

8000 

1760 







ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

9 

0.00 

11 

10500 

5775 





.500 


PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 







.430 

NATL. POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

4 

12540 

6269 






.330 

OPTICAL* HEARING CO. 

P 

0.00 

4 

4925 

1829 







AL-EKBAL PRINTING CO 

10.7 

10.82 

/6 

2650 

1855 

.70 

.70 



GRAND TOTAL 


Kmu ia months high 
N •»» 12 months low 

Stock dividend during ths past 12 months 
Llstod during tho past 12 months 
P/K rstio Is 10O or mors 
Nsgstlvs P/E 
Earning is zsro or N/A for ths most meant ymar 



1B27B6 


76609 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. 1 /„- rs t'crr/f/ fj/r . 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



FURNISHED 

OR 

UNFURNISHED 

2 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 
Location: 4th Circle 

2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605, 5920609 





QnaBty Swnricwl SultM 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fulty 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily &{ 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 1 

e-mail : crystal Q go.com.jo 





srf wMfr gyal n t 

frap j . 

Shmetsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifteh Tel: 822891 



v.. 


^Wajdus-Pofumes 
StM Ghses - Leather- Pens 


' 'Cartier 


£l 

vas ms. 


Visit Us At 

www.vtparab.GOfivvIpgnt 


[SHaban Inti Group - Abdoun 

Near American Embassy 
Tai : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 


FOR 
I RENT 

jjj& Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



LEARNTODRAW 

andpaint 

With Professional Artist 
Ebrahim El - Shalabi 


( dll / ilH' 1 ’in rutor : 552999*) 
: 18206 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 




Jm&J^Cuzsm 


jbmt<xj/or 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


I 


iij 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


VoUvier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 


Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer .... 


w©t/j Triads 4©sfc 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYW1-ERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING ! . 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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U.S. Open 


Davenport wins U.S. Open title on mother’s birthday 


NEW YORK (API — Mom 
always was there, driving 
Lindsay Davenport to tennis 
lessons and providing emo- 
tional support, even when oth- 
ers scoffed at her daughter's 
ability. 


hand winners down the lines 
and won 12 of the last IS 
points in a 6-3. 7-5 victory 
over defending champion 
Martina Hingis. 

Davenport, the first 
American-born women's 


now," Davenport said as she 
accepted the check, breaking 
into a laugh as she looked at 
her mom in the players' box. 

After hitting a backhand 
volley winner on march point, 
the champion put her hands 
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Lindsay Davenport of the U.S. kisses the trophy after her victory over top seed and 
defending champion Martina Hingis of Switzerland Saturday in the final of the U.S. 
Open in Hushing Meadows. Davenport won 6-3, 7-5 (AFP photo) 


And Ann Davenport was 
there Saturday, celebrating 
her birthday, when Lindsay 
won the U.S. Open. 

Playing in her first Grand 
Slam final, Davenport 
smashed forehand and back- 


champion at the U.S. Open 
since 1982, did not lose a set 
in the seven rounds of the 
tournament, worth a $700,000 
first prize. 

“I guess she thinks she's 
getting a really nice gift 


on her head in disbelief, then 
looked lovingly at her racket 
before smiling at her mom. 

“It’s just a great story. She's 
the one that used to drive me 
hours and hours and hours to 
go practice, since I was 6 
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Mark Philippoussis of Australia celebrates his win over number ten seeded Carlos Moya 
of Spain Saturday at the U.S. Open in Flushing Meadows, New York. Philippoussis won 
6-1, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4. (AFP photo) 


when I started playing ten- 
nis," Davenport said. “I think 
I’ve had three or four people 
in my career that have stuck 
with me the whole time and 
believed in me since Day 1.” 

A few hours after 
Davenport defeated the 
world's top women's player, 
the men’s No. 1 lost as welL 
Four-time champion Pete 
Sampras, hobbled by a 
strained left quadriceps, was 
ousted 6-7 (8-10), 6-4, 2-6, 6- 
4, 6-3 by defending champion 
Patrick Rafter in the semifi- 
nals. 

Sampras, aiming for a 
record-tying 12th Grand Slam 
singles title, was hurt late in 
the third set and played the 
rest of the three-hour match 
with bandages around his leg. 

The third-seeded Rafter will 
face unseeded Mark 
Philippoussis in an all- 
Australian final Sunday. 
Philippoussis had 21 aces in a 
6-1, 6-4. 5-7, 6-4 victory over 
No. 10 Carlos Moya. 

Philippoussis won 85 per- 
cent of his first-serve points, 
hitting some serves at 210 
kph. His second serves were 
as fast as 193 kph. 

Davenport is not the fastest 
player on the women's tour. 

Though she's extremely 
powerful, she’s not as athletic 
as players such as Venus 
Williams, whom she defeated 
in the semifinals. And she's 
never been surrounded by the 
hype attached to some of her 
peers. 

Though she said capturing 
the U.S. Open always was her 
biggest goal, Davenport said 
winning a Grand Slam title 
was not essential to make her 
life complete. 

‘T always said that if I never 
won one. I'd still be a great 
person and I'd still like myself 
and Fd still keep on playing 
tennis," she said. ‘1 feel like 
it’s a great, great script. 

And I think not a lot of peo- 
ple ever picked me to win a 
Grand Slam." 

Davenport is the first 
American-bom woman to win 
the singles' championship 
since Chris Evert won the last 
of her six titles in 1982. 
Martina Navratilova, a native 
of Czechoslovakia, won the 
title as a naturalised U.S. citi- 
zen in 1983-84 and 1986-87. 

Hingis, 17, who kept her 
No. 1 world ranking despite 
the loss, was trying to become 
the youngest woman to retain 
a U.S. 

Open title. She had won her 
previous three Grand Slam 
finals. 

This is the first year since 
1990 that four different 
women have won the Grand 
Slam singles titles — Hingis 
won the Australian Open. 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario won 
the French Open and Jana 
Novotna won at Wimbledon. 

On a sun-drenched day, 
Davenport got an early ser- 
vice break for a 2-1 lead in the 
first set by dictating play with 
sharp volleys and passing 
shots. Hingis was handcuffed 
by the wildness that bothered 
her throughout the tourna- 
ment 


FOR RENT 

Well-furnished semi-villa, 2 separate floors. 
Total 7 bedrooms. 

Located in Khalda / Amman. 

Please contact Tel.: 5336861 or 5359365 


Jordan Times e-mail 
jotimes@go.com.jo 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

4th floor in Um Uthetna. 3 bedrooms, living room, 3 bath- 
rooms, spacious salon, Walnut kitchen, elevator, luxurious 
furniture, Independent water, electricity and heating facili- 
ties, 2 water reservoirs and telephone. Yearly rent 
Contact Tajl at: 5532519 (8-10 a.m. - 5-7 p.m.) 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, din- 
ing room, salon, 3 verandas, separate cen- 
tral heating. In a central and quiet area of 
Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, behind Hala Inn 
Hotel and Zahran post office, Abu Firas A! 
Hamadani Street No. 44. Contact: 4652003 


NEWLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, L-shaped living room and 
dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms and 2 verandas, 
has a nice view. Location between 4th+5th Circles. 
For more information please call owner: 5674286 


Sampras suffered muscle pull, failed 
to reach the title match 



Number one seeded Pete Sampras of the U.S. is nibbed down by his trainer during his semi-final match against num- 
ber three seeded Patrick Rafter of Australia Saturday at the U.S. Open in Hushing Meadows, New York. Rafter defeat- 


ed Sampras 6-7 (8/10), 6-4, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3. (AFP photo) 
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Number three seeded Patrick Rafter of Australia fires a backhand to number one seeded Fete Sampras of the U.S. dur- 
ing the semi-finals Saturday at the U.S. Open in Hushing Meadows, New York. Rafter won 6-7 (8/10), 6-4, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3 
(AFP photo) 


In the seventh game, at 
deuce, Davenport got a break 
when the wind knocked off 
her white baseball cap as she 
hit the bait into the net on a 
tough volley. Umpire Dcssie 
Samuels ordered a let and 
Davenport won the replay to 
move to break poim. 

Hingis looked on in dismay, 
then lost the next point to give 
Davenport another service 
break for a 5-2 lead. When 
she came back from the 
changeover. Davenport had 
secured her cap with bobby 
pins. 

Tennis rules stale that a let is 


called and the point replayed 
the first time a cap flies off, or 
a ball falls out of a player's 
pocket. The second incident 
leads to a warning, and the 
third time results in a lost 
point. 

*1 don't like this rule, it's 
unfair for the players like 
me,” Hingis said. “1 had that 
point won, it's her fault if the 
hat falls down, it's not my 
mistake. It's a stupid rule. I 
had a chance to make that 
point.” 

Hingis, who complained 
about several line calls during 
the match, said it was “pretty 


ridiculous" that Samuels, 
from Terrell, Texas, was the 
umpire for a U.S. Open final 
involving an American player. 

Davenport, who moved past 
Novotna to No. 2 in the world 
rankings, wrapped up the first 
set in 37 minutes with a back- 
hand on the line. 

Hingis seemed frustrated at 
times during the second set. 
dropping her racket on the 
court after losing one point 
and screaming at herself after 
another. 

Davenport broke for a 4-2 
lead but Hingis broke right 
back and again for a 5-4 lead. 


But Davenport regained con- 
trol, breaking back as Hingis 
ended the 10th game wife a 
double fault and shook her 
head in dismay. 

Davenport whose mobility 
vastly improved after she lost 
14 kilos in the last year, held 
serve in the next game and 
finished off the match wife 
another service break. 

Davenport will face Hingis 
again Sunday in the women's 
doubles final, and Hingis said 
she hopes her opponent cele- 
brates the singles title by par- 
tying Saturday Dight 
Davenport said that's likely. 


U.S. Oban at a glance 
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NEW YORK (AP) — 
Highlights of Saturday's play 
in the 5 14 million U.S. Open 
tennis championships: 

Weather: Sunny and 

warm, turning cloudy later in 
the day, with a high of 87. 

Attendance: 21,829. 

Results: Lindsay 

Davenport won the women's 
singles championship, beat- 
ing defending champion 
Martina Hingis 6-3, 7-5. ft 
was Davenport's first Grand 
Slam singles title. Mark 
Philippoussis topped French 
Open champion Carlos Moya 
6-1, 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 to advance 
to his first Grand Slam final. 


He will face defending cham- 
pion Patrick Rafter in the first 
all-Australian men’s final 
since 1970. Rafter beat four- 
time champion Pete Sampras 
6-7 (8-10), 6-4, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3, 
ending Sampras' bid for a 
record-tying 12 Grand Slam 
men's singles titles. In 
juniors doubles, Americans 
KJ. Hippensteel and David 
Martin took the boy's title 
while Kim Clijsters of 
Belgium and Eva Dyrberg of 
Denmark won the girl’s. 

State of the Day: Of the 
combined 16 Grand Slam 
single finals berths (his year, 
only Martina Hingis, the 


Australian Open champion 
and U.S. Open runner-up, 
appeared more than once. 

Quote of the Day: “ You 
never know what your 
response or your reaction's 
going to be. You can't put 
into words how much it 
means, playing for so many 


years and being a pro for so 
many years, and this being 
the goal always. It seriously 
was the greatest feeling you 
can experience being a pro- 
fessional athlete." — 
Lindsay Davenport, on win- 
ning her first Grand Slam 
singles title. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment Including central antenna, VCR, 
and telephone. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large 
living and dining space, kitchen & balcony. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 4th to 5th Circle, quiet and pleasant 

Tel,: 5677908 or 5674028 
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PHfLADELFHlA T 


PHILADELPHIA ‘V 


\ lELscmn 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL. ‘56774 20 

CONCORD 


TEL 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


HshemYresThate 
TEL- 4625155 


Sophie Marceau 
in 

Leo Tolstoy's 


NASSER 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

AL ZATSEM 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15,8:30.10:30 


ABDOUN 

unaw.cns.com.jo/Gallem 


ABDOUN 

wimv.cns.com.jofGalleria 


O ANNA KARENINA 

H 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 

A 6:15,8:30,10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, ShowS: 1*30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 
8:30, 10:30 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Additional shows Thursday and StawB 3:30 ' 5,30 
Friday evenings at 12:30 


GODZILLA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 


CITY OF ANGELS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30,10:30 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE NEW PLAY 
Terrorism 
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Under-16 basketball 
tourney resumes 


aICH P^' 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Basketball Federation 
f JBF) announced the new 
schedule for the final 
round of the Under 16 
Basketball Championship 
which -was postponed for 
technical reasons, accord - 
inglo JBF. 

foil'd' s Ibbin will face 
Amman's. A1 Ahli Mon- 
day, in. the first qualifying 
ganies of the event at AJ 
Hassan Sports City. 

Six basketball teams 
qualified for the champi- 
onship finals. The event 
«D1 run until Sept. 17. 

The top four teams 
Jazireh, Wihdat, Ahli and 
Orthodoxi and two teams 
Iram-Trbid; Hussein and 
Ibbin, wifi be competing 
for the rale. 

Al Jazireh qualified 
after beating AJ Ahli 78- 
42 and Al Orthodoxi after 
winning his game against 


AJ Wihdat 92-55. 

Al Hussein qualified by 
overcoming Ibbin 71-21. 

Last year’s runner-up AJ 
Jazireh ended the first 
round with an unbeaten 
record after they scored a 
52-49 win over title hold- 
ers Al Orthodoxi. 

The competition 

grouped seven teams from 
Amman in Group A and 


five teams from irbid in 
Group B. 

The top four in the 
Amman group qualified 
for the final round leaving 
behind Raya. Abu Nusair 
and AJ Jeel, while two 
teams qualified from the 
Irbid group leaving 
behind uazzet Hashem, 
Ashrafieh and Samma. 


Schedule of matches 

jfobin vs ALAhfi Sept 14 

Ai_ Hassan Sports City 

6.00pm 

Jazireh vs Wihdat Sept 15 

^rtsPalace 

6.30 Pm 

Hussein- vs Wibdat Sept 17 
Sports Palace 

5.00 Pm 

JaMrefovs Orthodoxi Sept. . 17 
Spi^ JPalace i...,. . 

7.00 Pm 

' . . .. 



Bierhoff scores twice to lead 
Milan past Bologna 


ROME CAP) — Oliver 
Bierhoff is right where he 
was in May: leading Sene 
A in scoring. 

The German striker 
opened the new Italian 
League season with a goal 
oo either side of halftime 
Saturday night to lift his 
new club, a rebuilt AC 
Milan, past Bologna 3-0. 
Bierhoff, whose 27 goals 
for Udinese in 1997-98 
were the most in Italy in 37 
years, was one of five new 
starters acquired by Milan 
over the summer. 

While Milan looked capa- 
its 

twfr-year slump,-AG Parma 
’ iot4ook like a club set 
lallenge for the title, 
ig for a 0-0 draw 
Sf visiting Vicenza, 
/here Saturday. AS 
Rema needed an oppo- 
nents expulsion and two 
secbnd-half headers from 
Brazilian striker Paulo Ser- 
gio to rally for a 3- 1 victory' 


over promoted Salernitan a, 
Fiorentina beat regional 
rivaJ Empoli 2-0, and Udi- 
nese and Sarapdoria of 
Genoa drew 2-2. Nine of 
Saturday's 13 goals were 
scored by foreigners. 

The five games were 
pushed up one day to give 
extra rest and preparation to 
clubs making their UEFA 
Cup debuts Tuesday. 

Sunday’s games see two- 
time defending titlist 
Juventus of Turin at Peru- 
gia, Ronaldo’s inter- 
nazionale of Milan at Peru- 
gia. Piacenza vs. Lazio of 
Rome, and Bari vs. 
Venezia. 

At Milan, coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni — who came 
over from Udinese along 
with Bierhoff and Danish 
midfielder Thomas 

Helveg — had a successful 
San Siro Stadium debut, 
though his club had to 
weather some good early 
scoring chances for 


Bologna. 

Bierhoff opened the tally 
in first-half injury time, 
heading in French winger 
Ibrahim Ba's cross from the 
right flank, and made it 2-0 
in the 51st minute with a 
penalty kick. Bierhoff 
earned the penalty when he 
was hauled down by 
defender Alessandro Rinal- 
do. 

Brazil's Leonardo iced 
the match with a nice goal 
with nine minutes left to 
play. 


Commonwealth Games 

Australians break relay world record in poo! 
title sweep; Malaysia wins tenpin title 


KUALA LUMPUR ( AP ) 
— Australia set a relay 
world record and swept all 
five golds in the pool at 
the Commonwealth 

Games Sunday. 

The quartet of Ian Thor- 
pe. Daniel Kowalski, Matt 
Dunn and Michael Klim, 
recorded seven minutes, 
1 1 .86 seconds in the 
4x200 freestyle relay to 
beat the record of 7:1 1.95 
set by the Unified Team at 
the 1 992 Barcelona 
Olympics. 

Second place England 
was almost 12 seconds 
behind as the Australians 
confirmed their domina- 
tion in the pool in the most 
emphatic way after victo- 
ries in Sunday’s four other 
swimming events. 

The parade of gold 
medals at the National 
Aquatic Center took Aus- 
tralia’s total to 13, with 
England the closesi chal- 
lenger on four, while host 
Malaysia won the first 
Commonwealth Games 
tenpin bowling title Sun- 
day for its first of the 
Games. 

Geoff Huegill began the 
five-star Australian perfor- 
mance in 100-meter but- 
terfly sweep ahead of 
Andrew Pine and world 
record holder Michael 
Klim in 51.81. a Games 
record. 

Susie O’Neill won her 
sixth Commonwealth gold 
medal by overpowering 
England’s Karen Pickering 
in the 200 freestyle in 
2:00.24 and Trent Steed 
held off a late charge by 
England’s James Hickman 
to win the 400- meter indi- 
vidual medley for another 



Australian swimmer Geoffrey Huegill powers his way to a new meet record in the 100M men's butterfly Sunday at the 
XVI Commonwealth Games at the National Aquatic Centre in Kuala Lumpur (AFP photo) 


Aussie triumph. 

Former world record 
holder Samanatha Riley 
cruised to an easy victory 
in the 200 breaststroke, 
leaving two Canadians 
behind in silver and 
bronze, and then came the 
best of all. the relay world 
record. 

Although Thorpe, who 
Saturday missed die 9- 
y ear-old world 200 

freestyle mark by .01, was 
well outside this time on 
(he opening leg, the quar- 
tet stayed well inside the 
relay record throughout 
the swim. 

Outside of the pool, host 
Malaysia won the first 
Commonwealth men’s 
tenpin bowling title while 
irs women took silver in 


the women's double event. 

With Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad in the 
crowd, the men’s doubles 
pairing of Kenny Ang and 
Ben Heng overwhelmed 
their opponents to win the 
title by a huge 223 pins 
with Bermuda’s Conrad 
Lister and Antoine Jones 
second and Australia's 
Francis Ryan and Michael 
Muir third. 

Maxine Nable and Cara 
Honeychurch won the 
women’s event for Aus- 
tralia ahead of Malaysia's 
Lai Kin Ngoh and Shalin 
Zulkifli with England’s 
Gemma Burden and 
Pauline Buck. 

Tenpin bowling was one 
of six new sports added to 
the schedule for these 


Games. 

In the women’s 92 kilo- 
meter road race. Canada's 
Lyne Bessette pounced on 
a blunder by Australian 
cyclist Anna Wilson with 
the finish line in sight to 
burst through and win the 
gold. 

A half length ahead of 
Besette and New 
Zealand's Susy Pryde with 
400 metres to go. Wilson 
had the lead in the 92-kilo- 
metre road race around 
rainy Kuala Lumpur when 
her left foot slipped out of 
the pedal as she prepared 
to charge to the line. 

The Australian lost 
speed and momentum and 
Bessette saw her chance. 
The Canadian hit the front, 
closely followed by the 


Kiwi and Bessette crossed 
the line a cycle length 
ahead of Pryde for the 
gold medal with the Aus- 
tralian two lengths back 
third. 

All three riders were 
given 2 hours 24 minutes 
59 seconds with Louise 
Jones of Wales a distant 
fourth, more than l 1/2 
minutes behind. Australian 
and English competitors 
each gained two more 
golds on the shooting 
ranges at Langkawi Island, 
off Malaysia’s east coast. 

Christine Tret'ry and 
Annette Woodward won 
the women's pairs sport 
pistol and Carolyn 
Quigley and Kim Frazer 
triumphed in the women’s 
pairs prone sport rifle. 


FURNISHED VILLA IN SWEIF1YEH 
FOR RENT 


Consists of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, 
guest room, living room, dining room, backyard, 
garage, satellite, 2 phone lines, A/C and central 
heating. 

Please call owner directly at: 

. 5529717, 5530717 > 


»- 

DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 

2E 

■■■ 

Near Tyche Hotel , consists of 3 bedrooms 

oc 

“ 3 bathrooms , telephone , central heating 


satellite , video , microwave and covered 

oc 

A' 

garage , Areal80m2 

s 

Contact Mobile : 079/76447 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
ANNUAL RENT 

Part of a house (villa), special entry + garden, 
newly furnished, near Gardens Street. 

For Information Tel.: 5606806, 5607753 


Jones runs fourth- 
fastest women ’s 
100-metre sprint 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
American Marion Jones sped 
to die fourth-fastest time ever 
in the women’s 100-metre- 
sprinr. Miming with a time of 
10.65 seconds at die Worid 
Cup Saturday. 

Chandra S turnip of the 
Bahamas finished second 
behind Jones in 10.97. with 
Nigeria’s Mary Onyali third at 
11X15. 

The win kept Jones unde- 
feated in 100. 200, long jump 
and relay competition this year 
with 37 victories. The time 
also broke the Worid Cup 
women’s 100 record of 11.02 
as by American Evelyn Ash- 
ford in 1981. 

Only worid record-bolder 
Florence Griffith-Jqyner of the 
United States has run faster in 
fee women’s 100, with times 
of 10.49, 10.61 and 10.62. 

Nigeria's Glory Alozie was 
not as fortunate. She started a 
fringe of African victories ear- 
lier in the day, winning the 
women’s 100-meter hurdles in 
a wind-aided 12J8 seconds. 

But a gusty wind, blowing at 
2.7 meters per second when 
die hardies started, prevented 
Alozie from breaking the 
Cup record of 1160 set 
in 1989 by Cornelia Oschke- 
^ for the East Gennan team. 

The wind died down by the 

statiofthe women’s 100. 

Jones said she felt she had 
terrace wm after 35 metres. 

T fefcl was beginning to pull 

She said she was buoyed by 
ter performance Friday, when 
ste won the 200 in the world’s 
*nd-fa$test time of 21.62. 
t The three-day Worid Cop at 
Johannesburg Stadium fea- 
farej athletes from (he United 
-tees, Africa, Europe, the 
^Ericas, Oceania, Asia, and 
European narinnal squads 
v Jihg for team honors. Britain 


and Germany compete in the 
men’s field, while Germany 
and Russia round out the 
women’s field 
After two days of competi- 
tion, Africa led the men’s 
standings with 82 points, fol- 
lowed by Europe with 76 and 
Germany with 70. The United 
States led the women’s field 
with 69 points, Europe was 
second with 68 and Africa 
third with 64. 


Furnished and unfurnished apartments 
Annual rent 
— Two bedrooms — 

Location: Jabal Amman 

between 3rd & 4th Circle 
Tel.: 4642351 - 079/50504 


FOR MAJOR COMPANIES 
AND INSTITUTIONS 


TWO FLOORS FOR RENT 
Each floor has an area of 750 sq.m. 
Excellent location at Jabal Amman, 
1st Circle, Abu Sham Building. 
Each floor can be rented alone. 

For those concerned, please call: 
4622433, Amman, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Employment Opportunity 

for an Executive Secretary with 
the following requirements: 


1. 

2. 

3. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 


Jordanian nationality. 

University degree level of education. 

Minimum of 5 years working experience and 
experience in working with governmental 
Institutions, in particular. Is preferable. 

Strong interpersonal skills, professional 
presentation, and the ability to work In a team. 
Fluency in Arabic essential. 

Good command of English. 

Computer stalls. 


Applications should be sent no later than 24th Sep- 
tember, 1998 to the Personnel Department, 

P.O. Box 5118, Amman - 11183, Jordan. Fax: 5827350 


genzyme 

A highly diversified healthcare company; fltonxyme Corporation has 
worldwide sates in excess of SSOO mHBffO. The company has extensive 
capabilities in sales and marketing, manufacturing, research and develop- 
ment. and other disciplines necessary for SU CO W fg lo the healthcare market. 
Genome Therapeutics aarenitf has aa optmngpr a: 

CLINICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATE 

The ideal candidate would posses# an MD„ yrith subspcaalf. 
in Henurolpgv or Oncologr as wrfl as SS jean of dura sales 
experience — Biotechnology or Phanraceowal products 
preferred. Musi be fluent m English and possess aftad 
* t V» noiio rulirv Jordanian and European or American citizenship 

Responsibilities in>.lud>- identification of new patients, foUuw-up vriLh patients 
cum-nilvoM dierapt ensuring that dmjge is correct, infusion schedules are 
correct and all data is current. 

Make a career choice that leads to a world of new products, no* markets and 
new nppuTHinitirs — a world that's known as Genzyme. Please submit -taumes 
lu.Jo Norton, Cenznne Corporation. One Kendall Square, Cambridge. MA 
02139. USA. 

Comae i»<* eftlol oung mAnofcp- Fltate rar a I ! pads to* vfcb asfaataaf ns* ofbdkm, 
into*. ittd t rimin g and boMag. 



Cnrzywnc miards success with an esteBcnl comfy 


inducting ? verbs' paid men t i on, a 401(h) 
ateuiwe insurance benefits and an Emp * 

An egval opport uni t y employer committed to a culturally diverse uxntforce. 


a don tout benefits package, 
with a company match. 
Stock Pttrdme' Plan. 


ADVANCING HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES WORLDWIDE 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WVWdmZYMXOWCitlieEIIS 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and die 

Embassy of India 
presents 

The Indian Bhang ra Group 

A grand performance of traditional Indian dance and songs 


Tuesday, 15 September 1998 - 8:00 p.m. 
Terra ’Sancta Cultural Center - Jabel Al Weibdeh 


Ticket price: JD 7 



>A Wl^bete^iHWtW^S6ffl4ei 

■ Allssar Fkwrws, W- 5527635 

■ Babfche,tol.S6613M 

» Caffe Hota. 5926285 


lilableat: 

• Music Box, l®L 581 STAS 
- Hadlsson SAS Hotel, taL 6507100 
■Terra Sancta Cultural Center, td. 4622365 
•The National Music Conservatory, tel. 5687620 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
The National Music 
Conservatory 

Registers now new students for 
the scholastic year 1998-1999. 

Pre-college and college programs ■ 
supervised and taught by a highly 
qualified faculty from Jordan and 
abroad. 

Internationally accredited diplo 
mas and certificates. 

Specializations: 

Arab music instruments 
Orchestral instruments 
Voice 

Piano and guitar 
Solfeggio and theory. 

A special program to prepare stu 
dents for the music examinations 
of the IGCSE. 

The National Music Cocservstcry JaM Anmu. Atiyai BuOtlg. 
Behind the Embassy of Kuwait TeL 5667620 or 5605772 
Fax: 5687621 email: nmc@gaxouLjo 







i2 News 


Israel military on alert; 
5 injured in clashes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A third straight day of 
clashes Sunday in the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem left 
five Palestinian youths injured 
from rubber coated metal bul- 
lets fried by Israeli soldiers. 

Meanwhile, Israel braced for 
threatened revenge attacks by 
Islamists, deploying troops 
Sunday to guard bus stops, 
shopping centres and other 
possible targets. 

The Islamist movement 
Hamas has vowed to retaliate 
against Israel for its killing 
Thursday of two top fugitives, 
members of the group's mili- 
tary wing who were wanted 
for alleged involvemeot in 
attacks against Israel and plan- 
ning others. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
called for revenge attacks 
against Israel in pro-Hamas 
demonstrations Saturday in 
several West Bank cities. At 
least 16 Palestinians and two 
Israeli soldiers were injured in 
ensuing clashes. 

Sunday marked the fifth 
anniversary of the signing of 
the Oslo peace accords, and 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu used the occasion 
to point to the continuing tenor 
threat Israel faces. 

"The Oslo agreement was 
supposed to bring peace. This 
means that there wouldn't be 
tenor attacks here from the ter- 
ritory handed over to the 
Palestinians.'' Netanyahu said 
on Israel Radio. 

In efforts to avert a possible 
Hamas attack. Israeli security 
forces cancelled leaves for 
police and soldiers and troops 
fanned out to cities throughout 
the country to protect shopping 
areas and bus stcp»s — targets 
of previous suicide bomb 
attacks. 

Despite the threats. 
American envoy Dennis Ross 
continued in his efforts to get 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
agree on a U.S. proposal to end 
the IS- month stalemate in the 


peace talks. 

Under the initiative, Israel 
would withdraw troops from 
13.1 per cent of die West Bank 
in tandem with Palestinian 
agreement to work hard to 
contain anti-Israeli militants. 

Neither side has reported any 
progress in Ross' meetings, 
which began Wednesday, and 
Netanyahu told his cabinet that 
the Palestinians were backing 
down oo previously agreed to 
conditions. 

"There was progress in the 
talks with the Palestinians and 
we had almost reached certain 
understandings but the . 
Palestinians backed down on 
these understandings.*' the 
prime minister said, according 
to a cabinet statement 

Netanyahu said in talks with 
Ross, he had demanded the 
Palestinians suppress terror 
groups like Hamas as a condi- 
tion for advancing the peace 
process. 

The Palestinians, for their 
part have accused Israel as 
using security matters as a pre- 
text for delaying West Bank 


ALEXANDRIA ( AP) — VS. 
envoy Dennis Ross said 
Sunday that a wide gap <rfll 
existed between the Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

Ross met with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak near 
the port city of Alexandria to 
update him on his latest talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minis ter Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

“7 would say at this point that 
there are still many issues that 
have to be worked through on 
all the parts of our initiative.” 
Ross said at a joint news con- 
ference with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa at the 
Bourg A1 Arab air base near 
Alexandria. 

‘ There are areas where- 
some progress was made but 
there are also other areas 


pullbacks it bad already 
promised to make. 

The Oslo accords set a 
framework for eventual 
Palestinian autonomy, and 
since their signing, the 
Palestinians have assumed 
self-rule in foe Gaza Strip and 

now control large towns in the 
West Bank. 

But many major provisions 
have not been implemented, 
and each side accuses the other 

Ross had more d^SSer 
Sunday with Israeli Cabinet 
Secretary Danny Naveh and 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
EiekaL He was speaking to 
them together — a break from 
his practice so far of shuttling 
back and forth in separate 
meetings between the two 
sides. 

However, the talks, being 
held at the residence of U.S- 
Ambassador Ned Walker; 
were centring on secondary 
issues including foe opening of 
a Pales tinian airport and a so- 
called safe passage between 
the West Bank and Gaza. 


where there are differences 
dial have to be overcome," 
Ross said. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

His meetings with Arafat 
and Netanyahu came against a 
tense backdrop of clashes 
between Palestinians and 
Israeli forces following Israel's 
kiQing of two wanted Hamas 
fugitives. 

The Palestinians claimed 
that the fallings were timed to 
doom Ross' mission. 

Musa criticised the killings 
and urged restraint mi both 
sides. He said, however; the 
necessary "calm atmosphere 
cannot come only with 
Palestinians commitment, but 
should also be an Israeli one, 
particularly where settlers are 
concerned." 

Ross left later for occupied 
Jerusalem. 


Mubarak meets Ross 


Arab League proposes 
Libya-Netherlands accord on trial 


CAIRO I AFP) — Arab League 
chief Esmat Abdul Meguid 
proposed Sunday that Libya 
and the Netherlands sign a pre- 
trial agreement spelling out 
details surrounding the prose- 
cution of Libyan suspects in the 
Lockerbie bombing- 

‘The Libyan and Dutch gov- 
ernments should sign an agree- 
ment to clarify all the issues 
pending in the Lockerbie case 
and in which the suspects will 
stand trial in the Hague under 
Scottish law." Abdul Meguid 
said. 

"This proposal will be a tool 


aimed at pushing things for- 
ward concerning Lockerbie.” 

Abdul Meguid made the 
announcement after separate 
meetings with the British 
ambassador to Egypt David 
Blatherwick. and the Libyan 
delegate to the Arab League. 
Salma Rashed. 

Abdul Meguid last week 
reaffirmed his support for 
Libya’s request for “guaran- 
tees" on the fate of the men 
before Tripoli delivers them for 
trial. Libyan President 
Muammar Qadhofr has 
accused Washington and 


London of planning to kidnap 
the pair when they arrive 'in the 
Netherlands. 

The LLN. Security Council 
has asked UJM. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to arrange 
the safe transfer of the two men 
to the Netherlands. 

The British government said 
Friday it would supply Libya 
with "clarification" over the 
proposed trial of the men, sus- 
pected of involvement in the 
19SS bombing of a plane over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, that killed 
270 people. 


Kurds hold rally in Rotterdam 


ROTTERDAM (AFP) — 
Around 30,000 Kurds, from var- 
ious European countries, took 
pan in a rally at the "De Kuip" 
stadium in Rotterdam on 
Saturday, the Dutch ANP news 
agency reported 
“A political solution to the 
Kurdish problem has lobe found 
rapidly" said a spokesman for 
die association which organised 
the rally. He said Kurds had no 
outlet for cultural or political 
expression. 


The event was billed mainly as 
a cultural festival and featured 
traditional Kurdish music and 
dancing. But the political and 
nationalise character of the rally 
was evident from the banners 
calling for "freedom for 
Kurdistan" and the presence of a 
member of the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan — one of the main 
parties in Kurdish northern Iraq, 
and of officials from tbe Kurdish 
parliament in exile. In the crowd 
some carried placards of the 


Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). a 
Marxist-Leninist organisation 
fighting for an independent 
Kurdish homeland. The PKK 
has been encaged in a separatist 
war against Ankara since 1984. 
‘This is a cultural rally, but in the 
context of Kurdistan, culture is 
political The two cannot be sep- 
arated neiiher for Kiwis, nor for 
the Turkish authorities." said a 
Dutch specialist in Middle 
Eastern affairs who went to 
Rotterdam. 



PALESTTNA @ EXPO 9& Palestinian Industry Minister Saadi A1 Kronz (L) invites 
Portueuf* * r ^nomy Secretary Vftor Ramalho (Cl to participate in a traditional 

dance, in Lont of the Palestinian pavilion, on the national day of Palestine at the 
Expo 98 world fair in Lisbon, Sunday (AFP photo) 
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GETTING WET WITH JAWS: A diver swims with a Sand Tiger shark and a school of baitfish around the wreck of 
the 'Papoose/ a ship sunk during WW II by a German U-boat The wreck lies about 28 miles off Morehead Gty, 
NC (AP photo) 


During meeting with Cem, Khatami 
assails Turkish-lsraeli military ties 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami met Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem here 
Sunday and condemned Turkey's mil- 
itary cooperation with Israel saying it 
“shocked the Muslim World.” 

‘Turkey should not need to cooper- 
ate with a country which has dis- 
played its aggressive nature... and 
whose presence in the region is harm- 
ful to everyone,” Iranian television 
quoted Khatami as saying. 

Cem, who arrived here Saturday for 
a three-day visit responded that 
“relations between Turkey and Israel 
are not aimed at the interests of any of 
the countries in the region," the tele- 


vision said. 

The Turkish . diplomat also 
expressed hope that Tehran and 
Ankara will “play a constructive role 
for peace and stability in the region 
and the world.” 

Cem is the first Turkish foreign 
minis ter to visit the Islamic Republic 
in five years. 

He is expected to bold talks with his 
Iranian counterpart Kamal Kharazi 
focused on the tensions between Iran 
and the Taleban over the situation in 
Afghanistan. 

"Turkey; which' also has reservations 
about the - Islamic Taleban, ‘con- 
demned last month's murders of nine 


Iranian diplomats by Taleban militia- 
men in tbe northern Afghan town of 
Mazar-i- Sharif. 

The Cera-Kharazi meeting is also 
expected to focus on the Kurdish 
question. Turkey accused Iran last 
week of backing Kurdish rebels fight- 
ing Ankara. 

Turkey and Iran only recently put 
tbeir relations back on an even keel 
following a rupture caused by 
remarks of support for Islamists in 
Turkey by Iranian diplomats. 

-Theko it respective- -ambassadors 
relumed in May after being: recalled 
several months earlier. 


Clinton lawyers describe Starr’s 
report as a smear campaign 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton's lawyers 
were on the offensive Sunday, 
describing charges that be com- 
mitted impeachable acts in the 
Monica Lewinsky sex scandal 
report as "pan of a hit-and-run 
smear campaign." 

In their second rebuttal to 
Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr's report, the attorneys also 
said Starr's inclusion of lurid 
details “says volumes about., 
fhisj tactics and objectives." 

The 42- page legal counterat- 
tack. released Saturday, sought 
to refute Stair's specific charges 
that Clinton committed 11 
impeachable acts, among them 
perjury, abuse of power and. 
obstruction of justice. 

"The president did not com- 
mit perjury-. He did not obstruct 
justice. He did not tamper with 
witnesses. And he did not abuse 
the power of the office of the 
presidency." Clinton’s lawyers 
wrote. 

They also sec the stage for 
what was likely to become a 
protracted bottle, warning they 
sought “to begin the process of 
rebutting charges against the 
president — charges legal 
experts have said would not 
even be brought against a pri- 
vate citizen." 

The president's rebuttal came 
a day after Congress released 
Starr's sexually explicit 445- 
page report on the Internet 
Friday. 

Starr has been probing allega- 
tions of wrongdoing since 1994, 
ala cost of some $4 million. 

“It is plain that sex is precisely 
what this four-and-a-half year 
investigation has boiled down 
to." the attorneys said. 

‘The referral is so loaded with 
irrelevant and unnecessary 
graphic and salacious allega- 
tions that only one conclusion is 
possible: its principal purpose is 
to damage the president." 

In its conclusion, the rebuttal 
admitted the relationship 
Clinton had with Lewinsky — 
which began when -Ac was a 
.. s iin c While House :ni - - as 
well as his efforts to keep it “pri- 
vate" were wrong. 


“But such acts do not even 
approach tbe constitutional test 
of impeachment — ‘treason, 
bribery, or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors'." 

By Sunday public reaction 
seemed decidedly mixed, judg- 
ing by people-on- tbe-street 
interviews in the news media. 

Members of Congress, many 
on the campaign trail for reelec- 
tion, were also getting mixed 
messages. 

Two congressmen who met 
with home district folk and were 
interviewed on CNN came back 
with markedly different impres- 
sions. 

Republican Bob Barr of 
Georgia said his constituents 
said they were “disgusted" with 
Clinton, and wanted the presi- 
dent to resign irarnediady. 

However. Democrat Eliot 
Engel of New York said his con- 
stituents told him tbe Starr 
report was “totally unfim” 

‘They tell me they think 


[Clinton] is doing a good job.” 
Engel said on CNN Sunday. 
“What I get from my con- 
stituents is, ‘why dart they leave 
him alone and let him do his 
job?'" 

Most Americans still look on 
Clinton favourably, according to 
a CNN/Gaff up poll taken just 
after the Starr report was 
released Friday. The poll 
showed that 62 per cent of 
Americans had a favourable 
opinion of Clinton’s job perfor- 
mance. up from 60 per cent ear- 
lier in the week. Only 32 per 
cent said tbe president should be 
removed from office, and 34 per 
cent thought be should resign. 

Vice President Ai Gore chose 
not to attack Starr's motives or 
the report Saturday, saying 
instead Clinton deserves to 
remain in office even though he 
had done “wrong.” 

“While the president’s 
lawyers are dealing with the 
rigtnik and technical issues that 


are in the report, let me just say 
that I do not believe that this 
report serves as die basis for 
overturning the judgement of 
the American people in 1992 
and again in 1996 that Bill 
Clinton should be their presi- 
dent," Gore said. 

A crucial factor in Clinton’s 
political survival is the 
November mid-term election, 
when the Democrats hope to 
close the Republicans’ 11 -seat 
majority in die House and stop 
than boosting their edge in the 
Senate. 

While both parties have 
pledged a fair, bipartisan 
approach in weighing possible 
impeachment proceedings, die 
candidates will keep a finger on 
the public pulse as they plot their 
strategies. 

Many lawmakers expressed 
shock at the report and said they 
wished they bad seen it before 
voting Friday to release it direct- 
ly on the World Wide Web. 


Netanyahu wants ‘what’s 
best for President Clinton’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said Sunday that be 
“wants what's best” for President Bill Clinton 
following the release of the report into the sex- 
and-lies scandal involving Monica Lewinsky. 

“Bill Clinton is a friend of Israel and he wants 
what’s best for us and we want what’s best for 
him and the United States ” Netanyahu told pub- 
lic radio. 

Stressing that he “did not want to interfere in 
die internal affaire” of (be United Stales, 
Netanyahu said “democracy and the American 
presidency are stable and strong institutions and 
they will pass this test.” 

Asked about Clinton's fane, be refused to 
“engage in speculation.” 

“I hope that this affair will be over soot and 
that the United States will do what everyone 
expects of a great power protect peace and ward 
off threats,*' he said. 

Relations have been frosty between Clinton 
and Netanyahu and the American president indi- 
cated a preference for former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres during Israel’s May 1996 elec- 
tions which resulted in a Netanyahu victory. 

Dennis Ross, the U.S. envoy for the Middle 


East has been frying without success tn revive 
peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians 
for die past 18 months but the Clinton adminis- 
tration has been careful not to publicly denounce 
Netanyahu for the impasse. 

Meanwhile. Israeli newspapers Sunday 
splashed the Clinton scandal across their front 
pages, with the exception of tbe ultra-Onbodox 
Jewish daily Yated Neeman. 

“Clinton: the great shame,” said the Maariv 
daily’s headline. It also published several spicy 
passages from Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Stair’s report which was published on the 
Internet on Friday. 

The president naked," the Yediot Aharonot 
headlined, also running extracts from tbe report 
Its editorial predicted a sombre political future 
for the embattled U.S. president. 

The liberal Haaretz newspaper described the 
Starr report as a “stink bon*," whose wick was 
lit by Clinton himself, “which is unforgivable 

Palestinian newspapers were more mute on 
the subject There were no editorials and only 
news agency copy was used. The Palestinian 
leadership has kept aleni on the scandal that has 
rocked die U.S. presidency. 


■1 


0 

El 


Michael Douglas 
to make first 
movie with dad 


DEAUVILLE (AFP) — 
Actor Michael Douglas 
anno unced he is to n\a,kt» 
his first movie alongside 
his father, veteran 
Hollywood star Kiik 
Douglas. Douglas told a 
news conference at the 
Deauville festival of 
American film that after 
making more than 120 
movies collectively, he and 
his 81 -year-old father 
would join forces on the 
silver screen next year. The 
screenplay, tentatively 
clubbed “A Song for 
David" and to be directed 
by Blues Brothers star Dan 
Aykroyd, is in its fifth 
draft. 

‘It’s a drag being 
in demand’ 



VENICE (R ) — It’s a drag 
being in demand, accord- 
ing to Hollywood superstar 
Robert De Niro. Asked at 
tbe Venice film festival 
why he avoided photogra- 
phers, de Niro said; “I 
don’t avoid them. But yon 
know, would yon want 
people to keep asking you 
questions and • bothering 
you and chasing you all the 
time? I sometimes get tired 
of what I'm saying.” De 
Niro’s new movie ‘fRonin,” 
a thriller about suction, 
honour and betrs^&l, is 
showing out of conjietifion 
at Venice. 
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Striking movie 
dubbers take fight to 
Venice film festival 

VENICE (R) — Striking 
Italian movie dubbers took 
their fight to the Venice 
film festival but. said 
Hollywood stars whose 
voices they convey were 
silent. “Tbe actors should 
be on our side, but we 
haven’t seen them.” Mario 
Paolinelli, who recently 
finished translating Warren 
Beatty’s new movie 
“Bulworth ” told Reuters at 
a hotel frequented by stars 
and executives at the festi- 
val. “One of the reasons we 
are here is that it's an inter- 
national forum for foreign 
films — all the people we 
work for. We would have 
liked a bit of solidarity.'’ 



German library 
enters Guinness 
records book 


achiev 


KANZACH l AFP) — A 
library in Kanzacb south- 
ern Germany, which mea- 
sures 1,463 metres in 
length and holds 85,000 
volumes, went down in the 
Guinness Book of Records 
on Saturday as the Jongesi 
library in the world. The 
volumes, which include 
several signed by such 
prominent personalities as 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and his Social-Democratic 
rival Gerhard Schroeder. 
are to be auctioned and tbe 
proceeds of the sale used to 
help victims of crime and 
to organise amateur art 
exhibitions. 
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Andrew Lloyd 
Webber to stage 
Action Man musical 


ONDON (AFP) — The 
ritish composer Andrew 
loyd Webber is to stage a 
=w musical based around 
ie boy’s doll Action Man, 
was reported Sunday- 
febber. whose hits In 
ondon and on Broadway 
iclude “Cats” “Joseph 
)d His Amazing 
ichnicolor Dreamcoat" 
esus Christ Superstar’' 
id “Whistle Down die 
fad," is the most success- 
il musical writer of his 
: Deration. Next weekend. 

half-hour mini -musical 
\ction Man’s Live 
Eisslon” will be audience 
sled at an adventure 
eme park outside 
andon. the Observer said. 
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